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A WORD FROM YOUR PASTORS 

  The men in the Monday morning Bible Study are 
finishing their year long study of the Minor 
Prophets. Praise be to God!  It has been a difficult 
study in trying to understand the prophecies of 
God.    The men are now studying the Word of God 
in Malachi.  He is the prophet that lifts up the 
importance of sharing our resources through tithing. 
Of giving our very best to God. 
   In a few months we will be entering our 
stewardship campaign to make financial commit-
ments to God for the new year. A ministry of 
encouragement for all of us to give God our very 
best. 
   We all need to remember that our God gives us 
the very best. By day, God provides the sun, which 
is the best light.  By night, God provides the moon 
and stars, which are the best guides through the 
darkness. When we are thirsty, God provides the 
rain, which is the best water. When we are feeling 
low, God provides the sunrise or the sunset, which 
is the best beauty.  When we need comfort and 
strength, God provides the Holy Spirit, which is the 
best inspiration. And when we needed a Savior, 
God provided His very best – His Son Jesus. 
   God gives his best. May we follow His example in 
our commitments.  God Bless, Edd & Mary Pat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTOR CLASS 

All children, youth, and adults are invited to the 
Pastor Class beginning Sunday, November 7th at 
4:00 pm in the Fireside Room. This class is to help 
participants prepare for baptism on Christmas 
Sunday, December 19th during morning worship.  
Contact Edd if you are interested in attending. 
 

Children’s Worship and Wonder - “Refresher 

Course/Abbreviated  Training” 
Who – For all current story tellers and greeters and 

 anyone interested in becoming a story teller 

 or greeter. 

What – Lunch; refresher training for current story 

 tellers and greeters; training for those 

 interested in joining this ministry as story  

            tellers and greeters 

When – November 7, 11:30 am to 2:00 pm 

Where – Lunch in the gym. Training in the Worship 

 and Wonder Center in the library 

Why – To make this awesome ministry even better!! 

            To begin training additional volunteers!  

            To introduce new ideas and concepts – new 

 songs and signing, Jesus doll and diary, 

 Biblical puppets  

If you would like to be a part of this important 

ministry – call Joye Taylor – 678-2370 to make a 

reservation. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 

  A wonderful ministry in the life of our church is the 
Prayer Chain. Whenever people of our church have 
a concern or joy, they call the church office. The 
church office will then notify Claradel Holcombe, 
and she will place the request on the Prayer Chain. 
Then 53 people in our church receive the prayer 
request through the telephone. If you would like to 
receive the prayer request through your telephone, 
please call the church office or Claradel Holcombe 
at 822-5645, or email her at claradelcsh@aol.com. 
 

VETERAN’S WORSHIP SERVICE 

Come and honor those who have served our 
country in a special worship service. On Thursday, 
Nov. 11, at 7:00, we will gather in the sanctuary for 
a service of remembrance with the sound of a 
bugle, patriotic readings, prayer, and the lighting of 
memorial candles for the five branches of the 
armed services. The service will last thirty minutes 
and the nursery will be open. Invite a friend and join 
other members of our church for this special 
gathering of honor and remembrance. 
 
 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, November 2                         

“Christian Apologetics – Church of Scientology”  

Science Fiction to Space-Age Religion 

 
SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  81 

WORSHIP  161 
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Life In Our Community  
Sunday, November 7 

  9:00   Sunday School 
  9:45 -10:15 Fellowship Moments 
10:15  Worship Service    
10:30  Worship & Wonder 
11:00  Ona/Ruth at church 
11:30  Worship/Wonder Refresher Course 
11:30  Rebekah at Lucille Leaman’s 
  4:00  Pastor’s Class 
  4:30  Christmas Play Rehearsal 
  5:00  Youth Groups   
  6:45  Snack Supper 

Monday, November 8 
  7:00  Men’s Bible Study on Malachi   
10:00  Staff Meeting 
  7:00  Elder Gathering 

Tuesday, November 9 
 9:45  Chapel 
10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00  Finance Council 

Wednesday, November 10 
  6:30  Choir Practice  
  7:30  Cantata Practice 

Thursday, November 11 
  7:00  Veteran’s Day Worship Service  

Friday, November 12 
  7:00  Scrabble at Joye Taylor’s 
 

GRACE NOTES 

� Our sympathy is expressed to Jean 
Nicholson and her family on the loss of 
Jean’s sister Sue Hearn. 

� Our prayers are with Beth Erwin, who is 
back in Hanover House. 

� Please remember Mac and Linda Heaton, 
who are both recovering from surgery. 

� It is great to have Jim Thigpen back at 
First Christian greeting everyone at the 
front door. 

� Twelve hikers enjoyed a walk in the 
woods on Oak Mountain with their 
fearless leader. 

� May we all begin focusing our prayers on 
the ways we can serve God with our time, 
talents, and treasures in the ministry of 
the church for 2011. 

� All Elders are encouraged to read the first 
chapter in their Elder Caring book for the 
Elder Gathering on Monday, November 8 
at 6:30 pm.  

� Children 5 years old through youth are 
welcome to participate in the Christmas 
Eve musical. First rehearsal is Sunday, 
November 7 at 4:30 pm. 

� If you were not able to have your picture 
made for the church directory, please 
send a picture to the church office. 
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 

   The first worship service in our new sanctuary 
was delayed until January 21, 1990.  The faceted 
glass windows were magnificent, especially the 
large one of Christ praying in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, which towered above the baptistery.  
There was a radiant sense of joy among the almost 
400 who attended the two services, and it was a 
delight to be able to worship in this beautiful setting 
after almost nine years in our family life center. 
    January was the first time CWF groups were 
referred to by name instead of by number.  The six 
groups were Ona, Ruth, Mary, Sarah, Rebekah and 
Lydia. 
    A major historical site at Hargis Christian Retreat 
was lost when the old log cabin burned to the 
ground.  This was the first home of Dr. and Mrs. 
Hargis on the original farm and was built around 
1940.  After Dr. and Mrs. Hargis moved into their 
new home near the chapel, the cabin was used as 
a museum for their family antique furniture and 
heirlooms.  In 1987 a new museum was built to 
house these treasures, so fortunately, they were 
not lost.  The cabin was the last original building 
remaining from the old farm. 
   February 4 was another exciting day with the 
Dedication Service for the sanctuary and 
Homecoming Dinner following worship.  More than 
400 attended with more than 100 visitors.  Music 
Minister Tim Tingle composed special music for the 
service, and the choir and handbell choir performed 
beautifully.  Many people had to be seated in the 
narthex, and overflow parking was available on the 
property next door.  Nearly everyone stayed for 
dinner, and Bill Conwell, acting as master of 
ceremonies, tried to wade through the masses of 
people to introduce the guests.  Many letters of 
congratulations were received from former 
members unable to be present and from former 
ministers, associates and interims:  Revs. Kim 
Early, Doug McColl, Don McLaughlin and Houston 
Bowers. 
   One of our members, Johnny Johnson, did a 
beautiful job of stripping and refinishing the old 
English oak communion table which was placed in 
the narthex under the historic stained glass window 
from the downtown church.  The communion table 
was used in the beautiful red brick building erected 
in the early 1900s on the corner of 5th Avenue and 
21st Street North, later the site of the old Redmont 
Hotel.  The stained glass window was also from 
that location, given by Col. and Mrs. Jolly in 1903 
as a memorial to their daughter, Augusta Jolly 
Clarkson.  The window has been in a place of 
honor in each of our church buildings for more than 
100 years. 
 


