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THANKSGIVING OFFERING 

The education we choose reflects who we want to 
become. More and more, students who want to 
make a difference in the world are choosing 
Disciples higher educational institutions. At the 21 
theological institutions, universities, and colleges 
related to the Christian Church (DOC), students 
discover vast opportunities to educate the heart, 
mind and the soul. Your support of Disciples higher 
educational institutions through the Thanksgiving 
Special Offering makes a difference in the lives of 
the more than 26,000 students who choose a 
Disciples education.  We will receive our 
Thanksgiving offering this Sunday. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 Moderator Gary Franklin has called a 
Congregational Meeting for Sunday, November 21st 
following morning worship. The purpose of this 
meeting is to approve the Nominating Committee 
reports, the proposed 2011 general budget, and 
any other new business. 

 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

  Our church is joining in worship and fellowship 
with several other churches for a Community 
Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, November 21st at 
6:00 pm at the New Hope Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church. The church is located on 
Cahaba Valley Road. Please come and thank God 
with other friends of the faith for the wonderful 
blessings of life. 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Next Sunday, we will celebrate the life of Gail 
Burton at a Memorial Service at 2:00 in the 
sanctuary. After the service there will be a 
committal for Gail and Eddie Burton in the 
Columbarium in the Prayer Garden. 
 

ADVENT WORSHIP 

Sunday, Nov. 28 First Sunday of Advent 
    Lighting of the Candles 
    Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, Dec. 5 Second Sunday of Advent 
        All-Church Christmas Dinner 
Sunday, Dec. 12 Third Sunday of Advent 
    Christmas Cantata “O Holy 
    Night” 
Sunday, Dec. 19 Christmas Sunday 
    Holy Baptism 
    Christmas Outreach Offering 
Sunday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight  
    Service: 
          7:00  Contemporary Service with  
    children sharing in worship  
    “Aaron The Allergic   
    Shepherd” 
        11:00  Traditional Service 
Sunday, Dec. 25 Merry Christmas 

YOUNG AT HEART 

How about a bus trip to downtown Birmingham?  
We'll visit our church member and former editor of 
Southern Living Garden, Charlie Thigpen and his 
wife, Cindy, at Pepper Place. Customers have 
raved about this new place and call it a "feel good" 
place. Indoor and outdoor plants, containers, 
unique home decor, botanical inspired art and 
jewelry fill this unique shop and adjacent courtyard. 
Charlie will speak to our group about his transition 
from the corporate world to entrepreneur and will 
guide the group in creating holiday arrangements 
for our shut-ins.  Our trip will then be complete with 
a great "dutch" lunch from the Fish Market.    This 
will be Monday, November 22. We will meet at the 
church at 9:00am. What a great way to begin our 
Spirit of Christmas!   See you.   Janet 

 
ALL-CHURCH CHRISTMAS DINNER 

  The all-church Christmas dinner will be after 
morning worship on Sunday, December 5th.  The 
cost is $9.50 for adults, $4.50 for children 5-10 
years old, and children under 5 are free. The menu 
for the wonderful meal is: roast prime rib of beef, 
snowflake rosemary whipped potatoes, fresh 
steamed asparagus with lemon butter, steamed 
winter mix fresh vegetables, fresh tossed greens 
with pomegranate and honey poppy-seed 
vinaigrette, warm fruit cobbler w/whipped cream, 
hot dinner rolls w/butter, coffee, tea & water. Please 
make your reservations on the envelope in your 
pew. After the dinner, members of the sanctuary 
choir will share some Christmas songs, and Hugh 
Henderson will lead us in a moment of preparation 
for our commitment to the church for 2011. 

 

CHRISTMAS FOR THE STAFF 

Christmas time is the time for gifts of appreciation 
and love. During the season of Advent, we will have 
a decorated Christmas box in the narthex for you to 
place your gift for the staff of First Christian. Please 
note on your check that it is a gift for the church 
staff. You may also mail your gift to the church in 
care of Steve Pasky. Please remember our staff 
and all the many extras that they have done for us 
this year. We are fortunate to have them and 
appreciate their ministry to us. Thank you, Steve 
Pasky, Chair of the Personnel Committee 
 

      CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

The Christmas Poinsettia list is now in the narthex. 
The cost of the poinsettias this year is $17.00. 
Please sign up and select a poinsettia in memory or 
in honor of a loved one. 
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Life In Our Community  
Sunday, November 21 

  9:00   Sunday School 
  9:45 -10:15 Fellowship Moments 
10:15  Worship Service    
10:30  Worship & Wonder 
  2:00  Memorial Service for Gail Burton 
  4:00  Pastor’s Class 
  4:30  Christmas Play Rehearsal 
  5:00  Youth Groups 
  6:00  Community Thanksgiving Service 
  at New Hope Baptist Church   
  6:45  Snack Supper 

Monday, November 22 
  7:00  Men’s Bible Study on Malachi   
10:00  Staff Meeting 
10:00  Young At Heart 

Tuesday, November 23 
 9:45  Chapel 
10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00  Elder Calls 

Thursday-Friday, November 25-26 
   Happy Thanksgiving! 
   Offices Closed for Thanksgiving 

Saturday, November 27 
 10:00  Decorate the Sanctuary for Advent 

 
SPREAD THE LIGHT 

Sunday, November 28, is the first Sunday in Advent 
when we begin to celebrate the birth our Lord. The 
CYF youth will once again accept your donations of 
$5.00 or more in honor or memory of a loved one. 
These donations will help the youth to Spread the 
Light of Christ on their Mission Trip - which this 
year will be to the Holy Land. The youth have 
created a special Christmas card - a gift to you - to 
share with others if you wish, in lieu of a Christmas 
gift.  Often times it is difficult to find that perfect gift 
for our family and friends. However, when you give 
a gift to the Spread the Light project, you will help 
the youth spread the Light of Christ in the land 
where He walked and you will be able to send your 
friends a Christmas card letting them know you 
have honored them with a special gift. Also, your 
name and those you have honored will be placed in 
our Christmas Eve Bulletins. As always, thank you 
for your love and support of our youth. 
 
  

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, November 21                         

“Christian Apologetics – Oprah’s Spirituality”  

Exploring “A New Earth” 
 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

VETERAN’S SERVICE 41 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  73 

WORSHIP   152 
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 

  Father's Day, 1990, was celebrated with a Family 
Day at Hargis.  It began with lunch in the dining hall, 
which was followed by an afternoon of fun and 
entertainment, coordinated by the Sunday School 
classes.  The day ended with a lakeside Vesper 
Service.  
   The regional Junior and Chi Rho Camps and CYF 
Conference, also held in June at Hargis, were 
attended by 25 of our youth.  Camp High Hopes V, 
the last weekend in June, was a huge success with 
55 campers and 80 volunteers helping at some time 
over the weekend.  Additional one day outings called 
CARE (Creative Artistic Recreational Experiences) 
were held for our High Hopes friends each spring and 
fall.  
   A special event called "Speak Out" was held in July 
to give everyone an opportunity to share information, 
ideas, concerns and dreams for FCC.  Rev. Carl 
Flock, Regional Minister, was present to listen and 
share some suggestions to form direction, goals and 
programs for the coming year.  For nearly two hours, 
those attending talked about what was good, what 
might be changed and what would strengthen our 
ministry.  
   Jim Brooks led several youth and adult volunteers 
on a mission trip to the island of Andros in the 
Bahamas.  They traveled at their own expense to 
provide a Bible School experience for over 250 island 
children.  The entire church helped provide supplies 
for the children.  
   Kathy Stewart, our organist for the past six years, 
resigned at the end of July because of the demands 
of her full-time job.  She was honored at Coffee Hour 
on July 29.  A Search Committee began the work of 
seeking a new organist.  Loretta Pritchard accepted 
the call to be the new organist beginning in 
September.  She had Bachelor and Master degrees in 
music from Montevallo and was employed there in the 
Music Department.  She was a member of the 
American Guild of Organists.  A special welcome 
reception in her honor was held in September.  
   August 26 was a special day at Hargis Retreat with 
its 25th Anniversary Celebration.  A barbecue buffet 
was served all afternoon and many recreational 
activities were available throughout the day which 
ended with a Vesper Service.  Over 90 volunteers 
helped make the day a success and nearly 1,000 
people attended.  
   A Hargis Reorganization Committee was formed at 
the recommendation of the Board, and held three 
listening sessions in September so FCC members 
could individually share thoughts and suggestions 
with the Committee.   Hargis also hosted the first 
overnight All Church Music Retreat in September.  
Music and fellowship activities were planned for 
children, youth, the adult choir and hand bell choir.  A 
new Adult Ensemble was also organized during the 
Retreat.  The annual CWF Garage Sale, which made 
over $3,000, rounded out the month's activities. 


