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OUR CHRIST- LIKE GIVING 
   When Moses led over two million people out of 
Egypt, he didn’t have all the logistics worked out 
ahead of time. He just knew that God had told him to 
do something, and he stepped out on faith.   
    You know the story.  Moses and the people left 
Egypt, crossed the Red Sea, and journeyed through 
the wilderness for forty years.  But have you ever 
really considered the magnitude of what was 
involved? 
    For that many people to cross the Red Sea double 
file, the line would have had to be eight hundred miles 
long, and it would have taken thirty-five days and 
night.  In order to cross in one night, they had to have 
an opening in the Red Sea three miles wide so they 
could walk five thousand abreast. 
    To feed that many people would require fifteen 
hundred tons of food each day – or in modern terms 
the contents of two freight trains, each at least a mile 
long. 
    Cooking fires would consume the equivalent of four 
thousand tons of wood each day – a few more freight 
trains a mile long each. 
    The eleven million gallons of water necessary each 
day just for drinking and cooking would fill a freight 
train of tank cars totaling eighteen hundred miles in 
length. 
    And finally, the land needed for campsites when 
they stopped at the end of each day – 750 square 
miles – would have been two-thirds the size of Rhode 
Island. 
    It would be amazing enough had it been for just 
one day; but remember, they were forty years in 
transit. 
    Moses trusted his Lord’s ability to enable him to do 
what he had been told to do.  It didn’t matter that to 
the natural mind it didn’t seem possible.  Moses 
believed God, and he stepped out in faith. 
    We have just such an opportunity before us now, 
and although it might not seem as momentous as 
Moses and the Israelites, what you decide is of major 
significance to both yourself and our church. 
    Once each year our members are asked to make a 
financial commitment to the Lord’s work through our 
church.  That time is upon us, and with that comes the 
inevitable questions concerning financial security.   
    Will there be a depression?  Is my job secure?  
How can I care for my family?  Pay for my home?  My 
car?  Other debts? 
    The questions are endless, but the answer is 
simple.  If God could care for the Israelites in the 
desert, He has no problem taking care of your needs. 
    As you prayerfully consider your commitments this 
year, remember this:  We must not focus on what we 
think we can or cannot do.  We must focus, instead, 
on what God can do through us.  If God has 
commanded us to give, He will provide us with the 
means to do so. 
    If you have not made your promise to the Lord for 
2011, please complete your Commitment card and 
bring it or mail it to the church office.  Commitment 

cards and privacy envelopes are available in the 
church office.  We will dedicate our commitments 
received and those to come this Sunday, December 
19th in morning worship. 
 
    

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT 
COMMUNION SERVICES 

  On Christmas Eve we will have two worship services 
to celebrate the birth of Christ. 
  The first service is at 7:00 pm. It will be a 
contemporary service that will be family and child 
friendly.  Our Kids Praise group will share a cute 
children’s Christmas musical entitled “Aaron, The 
Allergic Shepherd” at the 7:00 pm service.  They are 
excited to be able to present this as the Christmas 
Eve meditation this year. It tells the story of a little 
shepherd boy allergic to sheep and the lesson he 
learned on that special night so long ago when 
Emmanuel came to dwell among us. The kids are 
having a fun time getting ready for this Christmas Eve 
service; so come out and support them as we all 
worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, on the eve 
of His birth. 
   The second service will be a traditional service at 
11:00 pm. This service will be more formal with a 
sermon and will be by candlelight. 
   Both services will have the worshippers walking 
forward to receive Communion. Also, they will both 
end with the congregation singing “Silent Night” by 
candlelight. The nursery will be open for both 
services. 
 

GREETERS 
   You have served your church faithfully by being 
greeters at the door and host/hostesses at the 
Welcome table for visitors.  We want to thank you for 
your commitment to the church in 2010.  A special 
thank you to Marian Moon for making our lovely gift 
bags this year and for the past many years.  Thank 
you, The Evangelism Mission.  

     Clarissa Harms, Charles and Peggy Daniels. 
 

 
COLLEGE RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

Sunday, December 26th 
Traditionally, the last Sunday in December is set 
aside as College Recognition Sunday.  It is a time that 
we recognize our college students and invite them to 
lead us in our worship service.  We are blessed to 
have at First Christian, nineteen college young adults.  
This year Hannah Harms will share the sermon with 
other young adults serving as worship leaders.  Come 
on this Sunday after Christmas as our college young 
adults lead us in the worship of the One born in 
Bethlehem. 

 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  71 

WORSHIP   166 
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Life In Our Community  
Sunday, December 19 

  9:00   Sunday School 
  9:45 -10:15 Fellowship Moments 
10:15  Worship Service    
10:30  Worship & Wonder 
  1:30  Comrades Party at the Hamilton’s 
  3:30  Christmas Play Rehearsal 
  5:00  Chi Rho/CYF Christmas Party 
  At Ayana Crosby’s 
  5:00  Kool Kids Christmas Party at 
  Stacy Cason’s 
  5:00  Bible Buddies Christmas Party at 
  the church 

Monday, December 20 
  6:30  Mission Council Christmas Party at 
  Gary Franklin’s 

Friday, December 24 
  9:00   Christmas Play Rehearsal 
  7:00  Christmas Eve Service 
11:00  Christmas Eve Service 
    

GRACE NOTES 
� All children are invited to bring their favorite 

toy from Christmas on Sunday, December 
26th  for the blessing of the toys during the 
Children’s Moment. 

� If the Lord has blessed you financially, 
please consider sharing a special end-of-
the-year gift of stock, real estate or extra 
financial gift. Contact Cece. 

� Will the individual who borrowed the round 
Stainless Steel Buffet Server please return it 
to the church. Thank you. Fellowship  

� Congratulations to Jessica Scarsella, who 
won the hand-carved nativity set. Jessica is 
one of our TAN teacher’s adult daughter.  

 
CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

We will receive our Christmas outreach offering on 
Sunday, December 19 and 26. This offering will go to 
support the ministries of the Regional Church in 
Al/NW Florida. These ministries include: our youth at 
summer camps, new churches being formed, CMF 
and CWF ministries, and the ministry of John Mobley, 
our Regional Minister. All our gifts for the offering will 
stay in Alabama and Northwest Florida. 
 

THE LAST VISITOR OF THE YEAR 
Please remember we will not mail out a Visitor the last 
week in December, the 27th – 31st as per our bulk mail 
permit. The last Visitor for 2010 will be mailed 
December 21st.   The Church Office 
 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, December 19
th

                          

“Christian Apologetics”  

Our Christian Faith 
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 
    In November, 1991, the Pony Express Run began 
again with the commissioning of the Trail Bosses 
during morning worship followed by a Kick-Off 
luncheon and the distribution of stewardship 
saddlebags. General Manager Daryl Harms explained 
how the relay of saddlebags would work and urged 
each family to keep the mail moving as Pony Express 
riders did so many years ago. 
    Advent Workshops also began in November and 
those attending baked cookies, made gingerbread 
houses, decorated Christmas cards and enjoyed 
other projects. The traditional Thanksgiving worship 
and dinner were once again held at the Retreat. 
    A "Festival of Christmas Music and Candlelight" on 
December 8 featured all FCC music groups including 
choirs, hand bell choirs and new groups performing 
for the first time. This beautiful program was followed 
by a fellowship dinner and was attended by more than 
200. 
    The history of our church would not be complete 
without mentioning a group of very special ladies 
known as the Tuesday Girls.  This group met for 17 
years at Frances Farkas' home where they spent a 
few hours sewing, quilting and enjoying the dessert 
Frances prepared.  They also met for a time at 
Crestwood Christian Church.  These talented ladies 
made lovely quilts which they sold, giving the money 
to various ministries of the church, the Retreat and 
the community.  They made lap throws for nursing 
home residents and blankets and caps for newborn 
infants.  They bought shoes and jackets for school 
children recommended by the Board of Education.  
They supported soup kitchens, the Jimmie Hale 
Mission and many other worthwhile ministries.  It 
would be impossible to list all of the amazing things 
that this small group of ladies accomplished through 
the years, but their contributions to our church and 
community were significant. 
    On the third Sunday of January, 1992, the entire 
Birmingham area was covered with a beautiful 
snowfall and, thanks to the Hotline, everyone was 
made aware that there would be no Sunday School, 
worship service or other meetings.  Drexel Rankin 
spoke of it as an unexpected and beautiful gift.  
Families played together in the snow and schedules 
were tossed aside.  It was a time to be still (after 
clearing the sidewalk and driveway), to enjoy the 
beauty and time spent with family.  Jim Brooks and 15 
young people experienced the snow at the Winter 
Retreat at Hargis.  They had to stay at the Retreat six 
hours longer than planned and were provided with an 
extra meal. 
    This year the Readers' Group became the FCC 
Media Group in order to read or view and discuss 
Christian media or popular media within a Christian 
context.  The group decided to broaden discussions 
to cover all types of media:  books, videos, movies, 
etc., and would meet twice a month.  
 


