
A CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, January 2, 2011 
 
 

PRELUDE                                      “He Is Lord” Fettke  
                
                                                 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
   
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Mary Pat Spencer   
   

 
* CALL TO WORSHIP   Rev. Mary Pat Spencer   
  
         Pastor:      We thank You, Lord, for the privilege of seeing another new year,      
 People: For in You we live and move and have our being.  
 Pastor: We thank You, Lord, for the many good things we have received and   
  experienced during the year that is past.   
 People: For You have anointed our heads with oil and our cups 

overflow. 
 Pastor: We thank You, Lord, that even amid sorrows and difficulties, You were 

with us. 
 People: For You led us beside still waters and restored our souls. 
 Pastor: Now as we look to the future, make us sensitive to the limited time we 

have on earth.  
 People: Teaching us to number our days, that we may get a heart of 

wisdom. 
 Pastor: May we have the grace to leave behind the guilt, the hurts, the bad 

memories and the burdens of the past. 
 People: Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 

ahead. 
 Pastor; So that we may be free to pursue the one goal that is worthy of the 

one lifetime You have given us, 
 People: Pressing on toward the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 Pastor: We pray, Lord, that we may not be impelled to make nervous efforts 

to predict what will come, dabbling in those secrets which are Yours 
alone,  

 People: For the hidden things belong to God. 
 Pastor: Rather, may we grasp enthusiastically the challenges of each new day, 

and may we faithfully perform the tasks that You have set before us. 
 People: For that which is revealed belongs to us and to our children. 
 Pastor: And grant, Lord, that as we plunge into the unknown, we will have 

with us a sense of Your presence and Your power. 
 People: For it is the Lord who goes before us; He will not fail us or 

forsake us; we will not fear or be discouraged. 
   
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE                “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”   Chalice Hymnal No. 67 
 
  
*INVOCATION and LORD’S PRAYER and GLORIA PATRI Rev. Mary Pat Spencer 
(Words to the Lord’s Prayer, Gloria Patri and Doxology are in the pews) 
 
           
 
CHILDREN’S BLESSING    Rev. Mary Pat Spencer 

Children who are rising four years old through fourth grade will be dismissed to 
Children’s Worship & Wonder (An experiential worship experience for children) which 
meets in our library. 
   
PRESENTATION OF TITHES and OFFERINGS  
 Call to Stewardship  Rev. Mary Pat Spencer  
 Special Music Offering   “The Majesty and Glory of Your Name” Fettke  
 *Doxology 
 Prayer of Dedication  Rev. Mary Pat Spencer 
   
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                            Rev. Jan Watts  
 
     
PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Mary Pat Spencer  
 
 
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 Communion Hymn  “Fill My Cup, Lord”  Chalice Hymnal No. 351 
  Invitation to Communion         Bob Coupland                                      
 Prayer of Communion  Sheila Coupland 
(This is the Lord’s Table.  All believers in Christ are invited.  As the emblems are passed, 
partake of the bread and hold the cup, offering your own prayer/meditation until after 
the congregational response.) 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: 
       (Taken from the New Testament:  First Corinthians 11:23-26) 
 
 
ELDER:   The Lord Jesus, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, broke it and said, “This is My Body which is given for you.” 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC                       “Adore Thee” Dubois 
   
                                                                                                  
 ELDER:  In the same way also the cup, after supper saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant of My Blood.  Do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
 
 
CONGREGATION:   As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes. 
 
SCRIPTURE                                    Luke 5: 36-37 Rev. Edd Spencer 
                                                              
 
SERMON                             “New Wine In New Wineskins” Rev. Edd Spencer 
          
  
* HYMN OF INVITATION      “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”           Chalice Hymnal No. 86 
 
 
*BENEDICTION  Rev. Edd Spencer 
 
 
*POSTLUDE                            “O How He Loves You and Me” Kaiser 
 



 
 

LIFE IN OUR COMMUNITY THIS WEEK 
 
 

SUNDAY, January 2 
   9:00 am                              Sunday School 
   9:45 – 10:15 am Fellowship Moments 
   10:15 am Worship Service  
   10:30 am Children’s Worship and Wonder 
     
    

MONDAY, January 3 
   7:00 am Men’s Bible Study  
 10:30 am Taking Down The Christmas Decorations 

 
TUESDAY, January 4 

   9:45 am The Adventure Nook Chapel 
   10:00 am Women’s Bible Study 
   7:00 pm Elder Visitation 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, January 5 
   6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
    

THURSDAY, January 6 
Season of Epiphany begins 

   7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 
   7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 



IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH  

 

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN 2011 

The following are some wonderful opportunities to serve our Lord at First Christian 
in 2011.  Please choose one and notify Hugh Henderson, Scott Jackson, Edd or Mary 
Pat.  All members of First Christian are encouraged to serve as a member of a 
Mission. 
Worship Mission: Responsible for all Sunday morning worship services and special 
services such as Christmas and Easter. 
Education Mission: Responsible for Sunday school of all ages, youth work and the 
total education program of the church. 
Evangelism Mission: Responsible for bringing new members into the life of the 
church. 
Fellowship Mission: Responsible for providing a social life and fellowship activities for 
the church. 
Administration Mission: Responsible for the financial program, maintenance of 
property and general administration policies for the church. 
Outreach Mission: Responsible for giving to the needy within Birmingham and 
throughout the world. 
Membership Mission: Responsible for care and nurturing of church members. 

 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY - The men that are meeting on Monday 
mornings at 7:00 am will begin a new Bible study on the book of Acts on Monday, 
January 3.  From the Pentecostal fire in Jerusalem to a gospel proclamation in a 
Roman prison, the book of Acts shares the exciting story of God working to take the 
gospel message of salvation to the ends of the world.  Come join seventeen men as 
we celebrate this remarkable book. 
 
DIACONATE MEETING – A Diaconate meeting for all deacons is scheduled for 
Sunday, January 9 in the sanctuary following morning worship.  The purpose will be 
to welcome the new deacon class of 2013, review serving procedures and to elect 
voting deacons for the Mission Council.  The nursery will be open after church for 
those deacons who need childcare.   
 
PLEDGE REPORT- We have received 59 pledges that represent $255,995.00 
toward our budget for 2011.  If you have not made your pledge, please return your 
pledge card soon.  We all need to share in our part of supporting the Lord’s work at 
First Christian.  Pledge cards and privacy envelope are available in the narthex. 
 

POINSETTIAS – Today is the last day to enjoy the Poinsettias.  Please take one 
after worship service. 
 

 

 

What We Believe 
 

• Open Communion.  The Lord’s Supper or Communion is celebrated in 

weekly worship. It is open to all believers. 

• Baptism by immersion.  In baptism the old self-centered life is set aside 
and a new life of trust in God is made possible. Although we generally 
practice baptism by immersion, we honor other baptism traditions as well. 

• Importance of church unity.  All Christians should cooperate in ministry 
wherever possible, affirming each other as sisters and brothers in Christ. 

• The Ministry of all believers. Both ministers and lay persons lead worship, 
direct service opportunities and nurture spiritual growth. 

• Freedom of belief.  We are called together around one essential of faith: 
belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS:  Rev. Edd Spencer & Rev. Mary Pat Spencer 

MUSIC MINISTER:  Rev. Jan Watts    

ORGANIST/PIANIST:  David Brasher 

ELDERS ON CALL:  Bob & Sheila Coupland 

SERVING DIACONATE: Lisa Burdette, Fletcher Hamilton, Sandy Hamilton, 

   Carlton Horne, Tiffany Horne, Scott Jackson,  

   Donnette Mee, Katherine Mee, Ed Powell, Bob Smith, 

   Corey Tabb, Charlie Thigpen, Jacob Thigpen 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP & WONDER: 

  LESSON: Wondering Day 

  STORYTELLERS: Libby Carpenter 

  GREETERS:  Susan Hales & Paulette Farquhar 

SUNDAY SCHOOL GREETER:  Jim Thigpen 

WORSHIP GREETER (Door):  Bob & Janet Clark 

WORSHIP GREETER (Table): Jill Pasky 

 

 

 

TAKING DOWN THE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS – Today is the last Sunday we 
will enjoy our beautiful Christmas decorations.  If you are able to help Kay Keith 
take down the decorations please come tomorrow at 10:30 am. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 


