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A WORD FROM YOUR PASTORS 
    Our friend, Guy McComb, who is the pastor of 
First Christian Church in Huntsville, published the 
following thought in his church newsletter.  It is 
titled “Anyway” and lifts up the important challenge 
for all Christians of “staying the course” and of not 
giving up hope and faith in a fragmented world.  It 
offers us some inspiration as we enter this Lenten 
season of suffering and sacrifice. 

   People are unreasonable, illogical,  
and self-centered.  Love them anyway! 

If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish, 
ulterior motives.  Do good anyway! 

If you are successful, you will win false friends and 
true enemies.  Succeed anyway! 

The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow.  
Do good anyway! 

Honesty and frankness will make you vulnerable.   
Be honest and frank anyway! 

The biggest people with the biggest ideas can be 
shot down by the smallest people with the smallest 

minds.  Think big anyway! 
People favor underdogs but follow only top dogs.  

Fight for some underdogs anyway! 
What you spend years building may be destroyed 

overnight.  Build anyway! 
People really need help but may attack you if you 

help them.  Help people anyway! 
Give the world the best you have and you will get 

kicked in the teeth.   
Give the world the best you have anyway! 

 
Vacation Bible School 

July 25th -29th, 2011 
9:30 am -11:30 am  
Ages 4- 6th grade 

Spring is almost here and summer is not far behind. 
Many of you are planning your vacations and 
summer activities so we wanted to make sure that 
you mark your calendars for our “Galactic Blast” 
Adventure. Our VBS will be a cosmic adventure 
focusing on praising our wonderful, incredible, 
amazing, magnificent and awesome God. This 
cosmic combination of faith and fun will bring your 
“cadets” (our children) into a closer relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ.  We will accomplish this 
through Bible Study and stories, discovery time, 
missions, music, and praise and much more. So 
mark your calendars now and get excited about the 
opportunities we will have to connect with a 
powerful but personal God. 

 

NAMETAGS 
We would really appreciate everyone wearing 
his/her name tag during worship and social events.  
Thank you.  Marquita and Susan, Membership 
Council 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
LENTEN SUPPERS AND WORSHIP 

   Every Wednesday night during Lent we will have 
the opportunity to gather in the Family Life Center 
at 6:00 pm for supper. The Fellowship Mission will 
provide the meals, with the cost being $5 for adults, 
$3 for children 4-11, and children under 4 are free. 
Following the meal at 6:30, we will have a thirty-
minute Lenten worship in the Farkas room. The 
youth will assist the ministers in leading the worship 
services.   
    The worship services this year will focus on 
places in the Holy Land where powerful things 
happened. 
    Wednesday, March 16:  
 The Fields of Bethlehem – His Birth 
    Wednesday, March 23:  
 The Mountains of The Wilderness –  
 His Temptations 
    Wednesday, March 30: 
 The Sea of Galilee – His Greatest   
 Sermon 
    Wednesday, April 6:  
 The City of Jerusalem – His Suffering 
    Wednesday, April 13:  
 The Hill of Calvary – His Death 
    The meal and service have become a wonderful 
Lenten tradition at First Christian. 
   Reservations for the meal can be made on the 
envelopes in the pews on Sunday mornings. If you 
can’t come to the meal, please attend the Lenten 
worship service at 6:30 pm. The nursery will be 
open for childcare. 
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
If you have ever had any concerns, questions about 
the Muslim religion, you will want to plan to attend 
our next Men’s Fellowship on March 28th.  We are 
very pleased to have as our Guest Speaker, Dr. 
Iradj Sooudi, an Iranian-born, ex-Muslim, who will 
be sharing his experiences as a Muslim, and his 
feelings on what is going on today with this religion.  
Our meal starts at 6:30 pm and we look forward to 
your being with us.  Ladies are welcome to attend. 
 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL    66 

WORSHIP           129 
 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, March 20

th
                      

“What In The World Is Going On?”  

Vanished Without a Trace (Part 1) 1 Thessalonians 

4:13-18 
 

“THE DISCIPLES”   

Sunday, March 20
th

    

1 Timothy 4: 6-16 
Prepare for Leadership 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, March 20 

   9:00  Sunday School 
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment 
 10:15   Worship  
 10:30  Worship & Wonder 
   4:30  Pastor Class for Baptism 

No Youth Groups - Spring Break 
Monday, March 21 

  7:00  Men’s Bible Study  
10:00  Staff Meeting 
  6:30  Mission Council 

Tuesday, March 22 
  9:45  Chapel 
10:00  Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesday, March 23 
  6:00  Lenten Dinner 
  6:30  Lenten Worship 
  7:00  Choir Practice 
  7:30  Cantata Practice 

Thursday, March 24 
  7:00  Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

Friday, March 25 
  7:00   Chi Rho Lock-In at the Spencers’ 
 

GRACE NOTES 
� Our prayers are with Cece Roberts who has 

Bell’s Palsy. 
� Our prayers are with Carole Rudd, Lois 

Conwell, Marquita Sebastian, Jan Watts, 
and Mac and Linda Heaton. 

� General Assembly of the Christian Church 
(DOC) is July 9-13 in Nashville, Tenn.  
Register today on-line at www.disciples.org 

� Clark Andrich, who is a member of FCC and 
a member of the Auburn Singers, would like 
to invite us to attend their community 
concert on March 25th at 7:30 pm at 
Briarwood Christian School.  Tickets range 
from $5.00 - $10.00.  Let’s go and support 
Clark and have a wonderful evening. 

� We celebrate the birth of Alijah Charles 
Nelson, born March 12 to Christina and 
Charles. Christina is our nursery attendant. 

 

YOUNG AT HEART 
Young at Heart & friends, you are in for a great treat. 
We will have as our guest for lunch, Plato Pappajohn 
Plato, well known in the produce business in 
Birmingham and now an author and inspiring speaker  
for all ages. A hard working immigrant from the island 
of Evia, Plato survived a childhood shattered by two 
wars and drafted into the Korean conflict by the USA.  
He has quite a story of faith to tell. We are privileged 
to have him as our guest and speaker.  Sign up on 
the poster and bring your friends for a great time of 
fellowship with Plato Pappajohn,  March 30 at noon, 
here at the First Christian Church.   
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CHURCH HISTORY 
     In August, 1994, Rhea Todd became the new 
director of TAN.  She had a degree in Early Childhood 
Education and over eight years experience in that 
field.  A member of our congregation, Jimmy 
McKinney, accepted the position of interim 
administrator of the Retreat after Randy Weems left in 
August to pursue other opportunities.  Jimmy brought 
many years of management skills to the position, and 
we felt fortunate to have him during this time of 
transition. 
    We enjoyed a spaghetti supper and line dancing on 
the last evening of August.  Line dancing was taught 
by Jimmy Beard of UAB and proved to be a lot of fun.  
In late August, the Rankins went on an 18 day tour of 
Europe.  It was good to have all of our summer 
vacationer’s home in time for Church Loyalty Sunday 
on September 18 and for the dinner after church. 
    The fall CARE program for mentally and physically 
challenged adults was held at the Retreat the first four 
Saturdays in October.  Different Sunday School 
classes helped staff the program. 
   The first Sunday in October was designated Sunday 
School Rally Day.  Prizes were awarded to the class 
with the largest number of enrolled members present, 
to the class with the most members who brought their 
Bibles, and to the class with the most visitors. 
    The fall shopping trip to Boaz took place October 
18.  The youth traveled to Christmount in North 
Carolina for a weekend retreat October 21, 
accompanied by Jim Brooks and several other 
adults.  Youth groups sponsored an alternative 
Halloween celebration, Neewollah, on October 30.  
One of the fun events was a chance to "Soak the 
Ministers".  For a fee, one could throw a wet sponge 
at one of the ministers (probably not fun for them).  
Over 130 attended and the youth received about $400 
for outreach and other projects. 
   Several members participated in the first fall Habitat 
for Humanity work day the first Saturday in 
November, helping with the construction of the 
seventh Habitat home in Pratt City.  Another work day 
was scheduled for December 10. 
   The annual Thanksgiving worship service in the 
chapel at Hargis was followed by the traditional dinner 
in the dining hall.  The season of Advent began with 
the Hanging of the Greens service, which was 
preceded by a chili supper.   
    Richard Phillips accepted the position of organist 
after serving as our interim organist since January.  
Rick was an honor graduate of Birmingham-Southern 
and the University of Montevallo and was regarded as 
one of the most gifted musicians in our area.  His 
wife, Suzanne, was our choir director. 
    We had a Festival of Lessons and Carols on 
December 11 and the children's Christmas pageant 
that evening.  The children's hand bell choir played 
during the dinner following the pageant.  We had the 
two inspirational services on Christmas Eve and one 
worship service on Christmas morning, which 

included the Blessing of the Toys.  
 



 
Auburn University Singers  

March 25th at 7:30 pm 
Clark Andrich, who is a member of FCC and a 
member of the Auburn Singers, would like to invite us 
to attend the singers’ community concert on March 
25th at Briarwood Christian School. The tickets range 
from $5.00 - $10.00.   Clark would love to see as 
many of us as possible. Let’s go support Clark and 
have a wonderful evening! 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO WORSHIP IN LENT 
Wed., March 9  Ash Wednesday Worship 6:30 
   The Beginning of Lent 
Sun., March 13  First Sunday of Lent 
        Extinguish the Lenten Candle 
Wed., March. 16, 23, 30 The Lenten Dinners at  
   6:00 pm and Lenten Worship   
   at 6:30 pm during Lent 
Sun., April 17  Palm Sunday  
Thurs., April 21  Maundy Thursday Seder 
Thurs., April 21 – 24-Hour Prayer Vigil 
Fri., April 22  24-Hour Prayer Vigil 
Sun., April 24  Easter Sunday 
   Easter Sunrise Worship and 
   Breakfast at Hargis 
    
Dear First Christian Family, 
 Thank you for your love and kindness.  We 
are so happy to share this new addition with you.  Our 
baby boy will love the gifts and prayers that he has 
received once he arrives.  My family and I are so 
blessed to have such wonderful people like you in our 
lives.  With gratitude and love.   
 Christina, Charles, Ally and Baby Alijah 

 
 

CANTATA PRACTICE  
WEDNESDAYS AT 7:30pm 

Music is an integral element of our worship here at 
FCC, and I was reminded of that this past Sunday as I 
listened to our congregation joyfully and beautifully 
raise their voices in praise & worship of our Lord. Our 
Easter Cantata this year will be on Palm Sunday, April 
17. Anyone who would like to sing in the Cantata is 
welcome to come at 7:30 pm on Wednesday evening. 
Also, the Bell Choir is playing during the Easter 
Sunday service. Bell practice is on Sunday afternoons 
at 1:30 pm.   Jan Watts 
 

GOT SPIRIT??? 
Traditional Camps at YMCA Hargis 

Dates: June 20th - 24th, 2011 

• CYF Conference (9th – 12th grade) 
• Chi Rho (6th – 8th grade) 
• Junior (4th – 5th grade) 

Traditional Week-Long Camps: 
$225.00 before June 1st & $265.00 after June 1st 

Discovery Camp: June 24th – 26th, 2011 
(2nd & 3rd Grade) 

$135.00 before June 1st & $150.00 after June 1st 
Beach Camp 

(formerly Fine Arts Camp) 
For Youth in Grades 6th -12th 

June 10th – 15th at Noah’s Ark in Panama City, FL  
Beach Camp: $225.00 before June 1st 

$265.00 after June 1st 

 


