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EASTER CANTATA 
    This Sunday is Palm Sunday and the beginning 
of Holy Week.  On this special Sunday our choir will 
share praise to the Lord in the Easter Cantata, “I 
Know My Redeemer Lives”.  The Cantata will tell 
the story of His last week on earth through inspiring 
music and words.  Invite a friend to worship next 
Sunday as we begin Holy Week lifting up the 
promise that our redemption has been secured, our 
hope is real, and our future with Him is certain.  We 
know our Redeemer lives.  Praise the Lord!     

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LENTEN SUPPERS 
AND WORSHIP 

    This Wednesday, April 13, is our last Lenten 
Supper & Worship.  We are blessed to have Jacob 
Thigpen sharing his thoughts on the crucifixion of 
Jesus and Alyssa Lamb to play a solo on the piano.  
Jacob and Alyssa are two of our young people in a 
very active and wonderful youth group at FCC.  
Remember to come early at 5:45 pm for supper.  
Following supper we will gather in the Farkas Room 
at 6:30 pm for our thirty-minute worship service.  
Reservations for the meal can be made using the 
envelope in the back of the pews.  The nursery will 
be open.  

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY PASSOVER SEDER 
AND THE LORD’S SUPPER 

    Circle your calendar for a holy evening at First 
Christian on Thursday, April 21st at 6:30 pm in the 
Family Life Center.  The evening begins with a 
meal furnished by the Fellowship Mission.  The cost 
is $5.00 for age 11 and over, $3.00 for ages 4-10, 
and children under 3 eat free. After the meal, the 
Worship Mission will lead us in a Passover Seder.  
The Passover meal was instituted over 1200 years 
before Jesus.  It recalls God saving the people of 
Israel from slavery to the Egyptians.  Jesus 
celebrated it, knowing that it foreshadowed God’s 
ultimate saving action to be accomplished through 
Him. On April 21, we will celebrate the Old 
Testament Passover Seder, followed with the New 
Testament Lord’s Supper. Place this meal and 
service on your calendar for Thursday, April 21st at 
6:30 pm in the Family Life Center.  It will be a holy 
moment during Holy Week as we prepare for 
Easter Sunday.  The nursery will be open. 

 

TWENTY-FOUR HOUR PRAYER VIGIL  
Thursday, April 21 –   Friday, April 22 

    We are having a Twenty-Four Hour Prayer Vigil 
beginning at 9:00 pm on Thursday, April 21 and 
ending at 9:00 pm on Friday, April 22.  The Prayer 
Vigil will be in the sanctuary with each person 
praying at his/her special time.  A prayer chart 
consisting of 48 thirty-minute prayer periods is in 
the narthex.  During the Prayer Vigil there will be 
material available for reflection and prayer.  There 
will also be security in the parking lot for those 
praying during the night hours.  Please sign up in 
the narthex. The Prayer Vigil takes place in the 
sanctuary. 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE AND BREAKFAST  
    Our Easter Sunrise Worship and Breakfast is 
Easter Sunday, April 24, at 6:30 am at the outdoor 
amphitheater at Hargis Retreat. The Chancel Choir 
and the Bell Choir are doing the Sunrise Service 
this year and would like to invite the congregation 
to meet with us at Hargis and greet the Easter 
morning with songs and words of worship to our 
risen Lord and Savior. Following the service, 
breakfast will be served in the Hargis dining room 
at a cost of $5.75 for adults and children 6 and 
over, $3.75 for children ages 3–5, and children 2 
years old and under are free.  Please sign up for 
your breakfast reservation in the narthex or call the 
church office. 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
    The Children’s Fellowship will have an Easter 
Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, April 17, at 5:00.  All 
children ages 2 through 5th grade are invited to 
come and look for eggs. A special area will be set 
aside for the smaller children.  
    So come this Sunday and hear the Easter Story, 
dye and hunt for eggs, and then stay for the snack 
supper. Who knows, the Easter Bunny may even 
come. Bring your Easter basket and invite a friend. 
For more information call Deb Carpenter at 602-
9717. 
 

COLUMBARIUM 
According to the Gospel of Matthew, after Jesus' 
crucifixion, Joseph of Arimathea wrapped his Lord's 
body in clean linens and then lovingly placed Him in 
a tomb that Joseph had actually prepared for his 
own burial. Even though Joseph didn't know 
when his own death would occur, and surely hoped 
it wouldn't be anytime soon, he recognized the 
importance of doing all he could to prepare for the 
inevitable.  At FCC, we too, have the opportunity to 
"prepare our own tombs" and spare our loved ones 
that burden whenever the time comes. To inquire 
about purchasing a niche in the beautiful 
Columbarium in our outdoor Memorial Garden, 
please contact the church office or a member of our 
Columbarium Committee: Jim & Ann Langley, Jim 
Baxter, Jack Kennedy or Clarissa Harms. 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
We welcome into the church Michelle Brown, who 
comes by transfer of membership. Please add her 
address to your church directory: 

2801 Riverview Road   Apt. 2124 
Birmingham, AL  35242 

(712) 540-8872 
 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WEDNESDAY  LENTEN WORSHIP     63    

SUNDAY SCHOOL        73 

WORSHIP SERVICE    175 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, April 17 

9:00  Sunday School 
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment 
 10:15   Worship – Easter Cantata  
 10:30  Worship & Wonder 
   1:30  Bell Choir 
   4:30  Pastor Class for Baptism 
   5:00  Holy Land Parents Meeting 
   5:00  Children & Youth Easter Egg Hunt 
   6:15  Snack Supper  

Monday, April 18 
  7:00  Men’s Breakfast at I-Hop 
10:00  Staff Meeting  

Tuesday, April 19 
  9:45  Chapel 
10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00  Elders Calls 

Wednesday, April 20 
  6:30  Choir Practice 

Thursday, April 21 
Maundy Thursday 

  6:30  Maundy Thursday Meal & Seder 
  9:00  24-Hour Prayer Vigil Begins 

 Friday, April 22 
  9:00  24-Hour Prayer Vigil Ends 

 
 

GRACE NOTES 
� Congratulations to Stacye Horne and Mike 

Seremet, who were married in Jamaica on 
April 4th. 

� Our prayers are with Mac Heaton, who is 
at St. Vincent’s and Beverly Smith, who is 
at Shelby Baptist. 

� All children and youth are encouraged to 
attend summer camps at Hargis. The 
forms are at the church office. The church 
will pay ½ of the camp fee. 

� The Thursday evening Men’s Advocates 
Bible study will begin a new study on the 
books of I & II Peter. All men are invited to 
come every Thursday evening at 7:00 pm. 

� The Monday Morning Men’s Bible study 
will have an Easter breakfast at the I-Hop 
on Monday, April 18. 

 

 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, April 17
th

                        

“What In The World Is Going On?”  

The New Axis of Evil (Part I) Ezekiel 38-39 
    

“THE DISCIPLES”   

Sunday, April 17
th

     

Ancient Words of Praise 

Hosanna!     Mark 11: 1-11 
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CHURCH HISTORY 
    During the summer of 1975 a task force was 
formed to explore the viability of establishing a 
satellite of FCC in Chelsea at the Retreat site.  
Struggling with many unanswered questions, we 
believed that God was calling our church to do a new 
thing, to expand our ministry and to be faithful to 
Jesus' command to "go into the world".  The task 
force began meeting in mid-July and agreed on some 
guidelines.  The goal was not to establish a new 
congregation at Hargis, but to provide a third 
opportunity for worship on Sunday evenings in 
addition to the two morning services at Valleydale.  
The service would be casual, creative and more 
contemporary.    
    In August we had a special "Sending Forth" 
ceremony for Lesleigh Carmichael and Beth 
Thomason, who were to begin their ministerial studies 
at Vanderbilt Divinity School and Lexington 
Theological Seminary, respectively.  The pipe organ 
renovation was completed, and we were once again 
able to enjoy the sound of this wonderful instrument in 
our worship services. On the last Sunday in August, 
members of all Birmingham area Disciples of Christ 
churches gathered at Hargis for a barbecue and an 
afternoon of recreation.  A gospel music band added 
to the enjoyment.  A program of education, fellowship 
and spiritual renewal for children, youth and adults 
was held on five Sunday afternoons in September 
and October.  Adult leaders were Rev. Glenn Turner 
and Rev. Cynthia Whisnant (Baptist Princeton 
Pastoral Care), Rev. John Gregory (Brookwood 
Pastoral Care), Dr. Bill Leonard (Religion Department 
at Samford) and Rev. Eugenia Gamble (Presbytery of 
Shepherds and Lapsley).  Theme related programs of 
music, crafts and activities were planned for children 
and youth in 3rd to 12th grades.  
     On the third Sunday afternoon in September, 
everyone was invited to a CWF sponsored tea to hear 
Rev. Bob Parvin (Montgomery FCC) read excerpts 
from his wife Debbie's book, "Mama's Way".  This was 
a humorous book about "Mama's" southern values.  
Women were encouraged to dress for a 1920-1930 
social affair and to wear their hats or bonnets.  
    October meant it was time for the annual pre-
Christmas shopping trip to the Boaz outlet centers 
and the CARE program on Saturdays at Hargis.  This 
was a time to share a wonderful outdoor experience 
with some very special adults.  Early in the month our 
church provided a standby shelter for North Shelby 
County during a severe weather situation brought on 
by Hurricane Opal.  The CWF Retreat was held at 
Hargis on the second weekend of the month.  
Children (age 2 through 5th grade) and their families 
were invited to Hargis after late worship on the 4th 
Sunday.  After lunch around a campfire, children 
enjoyed a hayride and a visit to the Pumpkin Patch.  
The month ended with the youth sponsored annual 
Neewollah celebration, a festival of fun and fellowship 
including a hot dog supper and an opportunity to 
come in costume.  



 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO HOLY WEEK 
Sunday, April 17 - Palm Sunday Easter Cantata  
   “I Know My Redeemer Lives”  
Thursday, April 21 - Maundy Thursday “Evening  
   Meal and Seder” 
Thursday, April 21 – Twenty-Four Hour Prayer 
Friday, April 22 Vigil 
Sunday, April 24 -  Easter Sunday  
   Easter  Sunrise Service and  
   Breakfast at Hargis 
   Easter Morning Worship and  
   Holy Baptism 

 

SUMMER CAMPS - June 20th – 24th 
Traditional Week-Long Camps: 

CYF Conference (9th – 12th grade) 
Chi Rho (6th – 8th grade) 
Junior (4th – 5th grade) 

$225.00 before June 1st & $265.00 after June 1st 
Discovery Camp  (2nd & 3rd Grade) 

June 24th – 26th, 2011 
$135.00 before June 1st & $150.00 after June 1st 

Beach Camp (formerly Fine Arts Camp) 
For Youth in Grades 6th -12th 

June 10th – 15th  
at Noah’s Ark in Panama City, FL 

$225.00 before June 1st $265.00 after June 1st 
 

A WORD FROM YOUR PASTORS 
   We are blessed as a church to celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper every Sunday. Maybe during these 
troubled times in our world we should celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper more often. 
   Imagine Jesus as a guest in your home for the 
evening meal. You ask Jesus to say grace. To your 
surprise, He says not only grace, but all the words 
of the Communion Service. Imagine Jesus taking 
one of the dinner rolls, breaking it, and saying, 
“This is my body…”. Then imagine Him taking a 
glass and saying, “This is my blood…”. Jesus tells 
you that He never intended for the last supper to be 
shared only in a church service. He intended for 
every meal to be a remembrance. 
   During these troubled times, may we all 
remember the love and power of Jesus at our table 
at home. He is our hope in a fragmented world. 

       God Bless You, Edd & Mary Pat 

 


