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SHOWERS OF BLESSINGS 
 “I will send down showers in season; there will 
be showers of blessings.” Ezek. 34:26 
 God showers us with blessings every day, 
even if we fail to recognize them as blessings. As one 
who travels Hwy 280 daily, I often struggle to see that 
commute as a blessing, and, yet, it is a blessing.  
 Travelling on 280 every morning and evening 
means that I have a job despite a 9.9% state 
unemployment rate. That’s a pretty significant 
blessing. It also means that I have a car that allows 
me to drive on that heavily congested road—yep, 
that’s another blessing. As I creep homeward on 280, 
I often take the “downtime” as an opportunity to speak 
with my mother—and that is truly a blessing. When 
I’m talking with my mother, I don’t care how much 
time it takes to drive the four miles from the 459 
junction to Cahaba Valley Road, and I don’t mind 
allowing others to merge in front of me. Because I’m 
blessed to be able to speak with my mother, I’m 
happy to share goodwill to others.  
 Outreach encourages you to share your 
blessings with others by contributing generously to 
your Blessing Box. Remember, these “blessings” will 
provide Christmas presents for Salvation Army 
Angels—children who will otherwise go without. 
Blessing Boxes will be collected on October 30 and 

November 6.  Charlotte Brammer , Co-Chair 

Outreach 

 
LITERACY MATTERS 

 Do you remember learning to read? Over 30 
million US Americans over the age of 16 can’t 
remember; they still have not learned to read 
(National Center for Education Statistics).  
 I don’t remember learning to read so much as 
simply always being able to read. I have some vague 
recollections of reading with Miss Grace, a retired 
school teacher, and her bed-ridden mother, also a 
retired school teacher. Miss Grace kept me while my 
mother worked and my sisters were at school. I don’t 
remember a great deal about that time, but my four- 
and five-year-old mind recalls the books—lots of 
books. Part of their regular library stash always 
included books selected just for me. Grace and her 
mother introduced me to Watty Piper’s The Little 
Engine That Could, and I’m sure my family tired of 
hearing “I think I can, I think I can, I think I can” as I 
chugged around our home as only a “little blue 
engine” could. That book still resonates with me, and 
it was one of the first books I bought for my own 
children. The book’s mantra has encouraged me to 
climb many a mountain, including writing and 
defending my doctoral dissertation in 2002. If Miss 
Grace were still alive, I would thank her for 
introducing me to the joy of reading. 
 Do you have a favorite children’s book? Why 
not share that book with children in our local 
elementary schools. Our goal is to collect 1200 books, 
gently used or new, suitable for kindergarten through 

third grade. Bring your books to the Outreach table in 

the Narthex.  Charlotte Brammer, Co-Chair Outreach 

 
LEAF – PEEPERS ON OAK MOUNTAIN 

 This Saturday, October 22, Edd will lead a 
group on a walk on Oak Mountain.  We will enjoy the 
beautiful fall colors on the mountain and enjoy the 
cool autumn breeze.  We will meet at the church at 
9:00 am.  Please bring a day pack with your water 
and lunch.  Come walk on Oak Mountain on the 
rocks, roots, and mud. 
 

VALLEYDALE CLEAN UP 
Want to get out in the fresh fall air and get some 
exercise? Guys, come on out and join us as we pick 
up trash along Valleydale Road.  We will meet at the 
church at 2:30 pm on Sunday, October 23, and “git'er 
dun.”  Bring your work gloves and a “picker-upper” if 
you have one?  We know you will feel much better!  

Thank you.  Jerry Wallace. 

 
ACOLYTE MEETING 

 Our Acolyte ministry prepares us for worship 
every Sunday by lighting the candles on the Lord's 
Table.  There will be an organizational meeting for our 
Acolytes and parents on Sunday, October 23 after 
morning worship.  We will have lunch together and 
review the responsibilities of being an Acolyte.  All 
children 5 years old through 4th grade are encouraged 
to attend and participate. 

 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

     As we enter the last quarter of the year, it's time to 
begin planning for 2012.  Gary Franklin, chairperson, 
and nominating committee members, Dan Alderson, 
Beverly Baxter, Deb Carpenter, Luci Colee, Bud 
Flora,  Gary Howard, Chuck McWilliams, Barry Storer, 
Joye Taylor, and Art Varvoutis will soon begin the 
process of recruiting a new class of deacons to begin 
serving in January as well as new Mission Council 
leadership for 2012.   
     If you are willing to serve or have suggestions of 
members we should ask to serve next year, please 
contact Gary Franklin or another member of the 
Nominating Committee as soon as possible. The 
nominations will be submitted at the next Mission 
Council meeting in November.  
       

“THE DISCIPLES”   
Sunday, October 23rd  
Traditions and Love 

Song of Solomon 4: 8-5:1 

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSONS 

Sunday, October 23rd  
Christian citizens; Love and Grace of God 

Titus 3 
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WORSHIP SERVICE 143  



SUNDAY SCHOOL 72 

       
 

First Christian Church 

4954 Valleydale Road 

Birmingham, Al. 35242 

             

“Where the Grace of God Awaits You.” 

 
 

 

             

FIRST CHRISTIAN VISITOR (UPS 0195-880) IS PUBLISHED 

WEEKLY EXCEPT A WEEK IN DECEMBER AND A WEEK IN 

JULY, BY FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH. PERIODICAL 

POSTAGE PAID AT BIRMINGHAM, AL, 35203.  

POSTMASTER PLEASE SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO:  

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 4954 VALLEYDALE ROAD, 

BIRMINGHAM, AL 35242. 

              

Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, October 23 

9:00  Sunday School  
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment  
10:15   Worship Service 
10:30  Worship & Wonder 
11:30  Acolyte Lunch and Orientation 
3:00  Bell Choir 
4:00   Pastor's Class 
5:00   Praise Kids 
6:15  Snack Supper 

Monday - Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30  The Adventure Nook Preschool 

Monday, October 24 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

Tuesday, October 25 
9:45  The Adventure Nook Chapel 
10:00  Women's Bible Study 

Wednesday, October 26 
6:30  Choir Practice 
7:30  Cantata Practice 
  Thursday, October 27 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
7:00  Women’s Bible Study 

 
GRACE NOTES  

� Our prayers are with our known ill. Please 
pray for Gina Whitehead, Linda Cullum, and 
Helen Chapman. 

� Our Christian love is expressed to Aneda and 
Dronnie Chandler in the loss of their family 
dog Casey. 

� Beth Erwin has moved back home from 
Danbury.  Please remember her with a card. 

� We are updating our list for the First Christian 
Prayer Chain.  Our appreciation is expressed 
to Claradel Holcombe for this wonderful 
ministry. 

� The church is blessed to have new 
telephones. Thank you, Administrative 
Mission. 

� Don't forget that Sunday, October 30th is 5th 
Sunday Pot Luck.  On that Sunday bring your 
favorite dish to church for a great meal after 
worship. 

� Our prayers are with Mac and Linda Heaton 
who are moving to Atlanta, Georgia.  Their 
new address is:1120 Windsor Place Circle, 
Grayson, GA 30017.   

� Allen and Cele Montgomery are our newest 
members and their address is: 3504 Wyngate 
Drive, Birmingham, AL 35242. Their phone 
number is: 991-0343. 

� Attention all children and youth! Please 
remember to bring your snack supper money 
on Sunday.  Thank you. 

 
 
                                             POSTAGE PAID 

     PERIODICAL 
             (UPS 0195-880) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED  
During the season of Advent, 2004, members of the 
new building committee and their families were 
chosen to light the Advent candles. These included 
the Franklin, Henderson, Rudd, Taylor, Vaughn and 
Watts families. The youth of the church led us in the 
Hanging of the Greens service on the last Sunday of 
November. 
 On the second Sunday in December the choir 
and readers presented the Christmas musical, "All is 
Calm, All is Bright". The third Sunday began with our 
children presenting a Christmas pageant in the 
sanctuary, followed by morning worship. Everyone 
enjoyed Christmas dinner after church and a program 
of beautiful music by the Handbell Choir. A 
contemporary Christmas Eve communion service was 
held at 7:00 p.m. and a traditional service at 11:00 
p.m.  
 On the last Sunday of the year some of our 
college and career young people participated in our 
morning worship service. All children were 
encouraged to bring a favorite "non-violent" toy to be 
blessed. On New Year's Eve communion and prayer 
were available in the sanctuary from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Edd Spencer and one of the elders served 
communion and prayed with each one who came. 
This was a come-and-go moment to help us prepare 
for the joys and challenges of 2005. 
 On Saturday and Sunday, January 8 and 9, 
2005, Edd and Mary Pat invited members of the 
congregation to visit their lovely home between 2:00 
and 4:00 p.m. Almost 200 attended during the two 
days and enjoyed the great refreshments by Buzz and 
Nancy DeVore. The Spencers hosted another open 
house in February for those unable to attend in 
January. 
 Our new building was dedicated during 
morning worship on January 23. Job superintendent 
R.L. Barber of Acton Construction and new building 
chair Nickey Rudd participated in the service which 
was followed by a reception. Jan Watts brought the 
message on Laity Sunday, January 30. In closing, 
Ann Gandy shared Dr. Tom Giltner's benediction "As 
you go without these walls". 
 In February the Mission Council selected a 
new slogan for our church, "Where the Grace of God 
Awaits You". Ed Powell wrote the original words and 
Laura Langley helped put them into a condensed 
form. Grace is God's unmerited favor to us. We don't 
deserve it, but we still receive it. These words express 
our faith in the Lord and allow us to invite others to 
come and experience this amazing grace. 
 On February 25 and 26, our church hosted a 
Weekend of Worship. Friends and members of 
Disciples congregations across the region came 
together for inspiration and fellowship 
 
 
 

 



BLESSING BOX 
If you enjoy the abundance of entertainment options 
available to you: movies, TV, and games, put 
something in your Blessing Box this week.   


