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A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR 
 When I went backpacking on the Appalachian 
Trail this summer, many people were concerned that I 
was walking alone.  But as I hiked alone I realized 
that I was in good company.  Jesus also spent much 
time alone in the wilderness. 
 He had a habit of getting up very early in the 
morning and going off into the hills to pray.  He 
needed this time to Himself for rest and refreshment, 
to pray and to do some thinking and planning for His 
mission.  Things He could not do when He had people 
crowding around Him for help.  He returned from 
these hikes where He was alone renewed and ready 
to go to work again. 
 I feel in the same way that all of us could 
receive blessings from getting away alone once in a 
while. To be by ourselves out in God's creation in a 
spirit of prayer or singing songs or being silent or just 
watching the clouds float by overhead.  The idea is to 
give ourselves time and space to sort out our feelings 
and ideas, to get back in touch with ourselves and 
with God and His creation.  We will come back 
spiritually refreshed and ready to love others more. 
 But don't just try to be alone with God out in 
His creation.  Also, set aside some time everyday to 
spend time with Him alone at home. 
 Whether it is in the wilderness of His creation 
or at home, may we all take some time alone each 
day with God.  To learn His will and to set our 
priorities accordingly. 
  God bless you, 
  Edd 
P.S.  If we have God for our companion, we are never 
alone. 

 
SPIRITUALITY AND THE  END OF LIFE  

CARE WORKSHOP 
This worshop will be facilitated by Dr. James S. 
Clifford, Hospice Chaplain with Amedisys Hospice on 
Monday, November 14, 2011, 10:00 am until 2:00 pm 
(lunch provided) in the Farkas room.  This workshop 
will include: discussion of differences and relationship 
between spirituality and religion; addressing 
spirituality during illness, death, and grief; spiritual 
assessment and empowerment, and life review.  Cost 
$10.00 per person.  For further information, please 
call the church. 
 
 

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP  
November 7 at 6:30pm 

It’s just around the corner so go ahead and circle your 
calendar for Men’s Fellowship. We moved the date to 
November 7 due to the Halloween conflict and the 
very busy Christmas Season.  One of the current 
leaders of the Lovelady Center, Don  Ankenbrandt,  
will be our speaker,  providing an update on what is 
happening at this great mission facility. Come join us 
at 6:30 pm. 
 
 

 

YOUNG AT HEART 
November 16 at 12:00 

We will find laughter and good clean fun when 
Alabama’s only senior Adult Theatre Company comes 
to YOUNG AT HEART. All are invited for some fun 
stories and good times. First, we will have a great 
meal by our chef - Jenny West (and she always has 
something great for us); then we will be entertained 
by the Seasoned Performers with “Night Call Nurses 
Or What The Health?!”. Circle your calendar for 
November 16 at 12:00 pm at First Christian. Hope to 
see all of you there. Sign up on the board in the 
narthex. Small fee at the door on the day of the 
performance…Looking ahead… In December we will 
have our Christmas party with entertainment at the 
Bonds' home, and on January 25th we will meet and 
be entertained by Rosie the Riveter...yes, they 
actually  worked on the aircraft in WW II. See all of 

you there!  Janet. 

 
SENIOR ADULT RETREAT  

The Senior Adult Retreat for 2011 will be at Rolling 
Hills Camp at Calera, AL, November 3 – 4.  Rev. Jim 
Powell, former president of Church Extension, will 
lead us as we examine the book  “The Gift of Years: 
Growing Older Gracefully” by Joan. D. Chittister. This 
book is available at our local bookstores.  Motel-type 
rooms at Rolling Hills are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Registration forms are available in 
the narthex. 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY POT LUCK 
This Sunday after worship is our Fifth Sunday Pot 
Luck.  The Fellowship Mission will provide drinks, 
paper products, and eating utensils.  Please bring 
your favorite dish to share with your church family.  
Come this Sunday and let us celebrate Christian 
fellowship around the tables.  Also, invite a friend to 
be with our church family. 
 

FEELING BLESSED? 
 On this chilly fall morning, I am feeling very 
blessed that I have a heated home. Yesterday, I was 
blessed to have an air-conditioned home. These 
technologies add to the many creature comforts that I 
have, my favorite chair, reading lamp, clean linens 
and a bed to put them on. This list could get quite 
lengthy. It is impossible to list all of my comforts, all of 
my blessings. It is equally impossible to repay God for 
the many blessings he has bestowed on me, 
especially for Christ, the Ultimate Blessing and the 
Reason that I don’t have to try to repay the 
tremendous debt for my sins.  
 On Oct. 30 and Nov. 6, we will collect 
Blessing Boxes in the Narthex. You may return your 
box, write a check, or donate cash. Each $100 
collected through this effort will sponsor one angel 
from the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree. Please 
consider the generous blessings that you have 
received and share those blessings with these 

“angels.” Charlotte Brammer, Co-Chair Outreach 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, October 30 

9:00  Sunday School  
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment  
10:15   Worship Service 
10:30  Worship & Wonder 
11:30  5th Pot Luck Luncheon 
3:00  Bell Choir 
4:00   Pastor's Class 
5:00   Praise Kids/Children & Youth Groups 
6:15  Snack Supper 

Monday - Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30  The Adventure Nook Preschool 

Monday, October 31 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

Tuesday, November 1 
9:45  The Adventure Nook Chapel 
10:00  Women's Bible Study 

Wednesday, November 2 
6:30  Choir Practice 
7:30  Cantata Practice 
  Thursday, November 3 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
7:00  Women’s Bible Study 

Thursday, November 3 - Friday, November 4 
Senior Adult Retreat at Rolling Hills, Calera, AL 

 
GRACE NOTES  

� I thank all of my church family here at First 
Christian Church for your support, comfort, and 
prayers during the death of my daughter and 
Mark's sister, Darcy Ann Adams.  Thank you to 
Mary Pat, Donnette Mee, and Clarissa Harms 
for being with me at the hospital as I was  
informed that my daughter did not make it.  For 
all the support of my church family at her 
funeral, all the meals from the youth group led 
by Donnette Mee and Deb Carpenter and the 
multiple cards and prayers all of you have sent 
and said for me and Mark.  Having your love and 
concern during this difficult time has truly been a 
blessing to carry us through.  Sincerely, Cara 
and Mark Adams. 

� Congratulations to Edith and Jose' Carreras on 
the birth of their great-granddaughter, 
Khrystabel Flores. Khrystabel was born on 
Monday,October 17, and weighed 7lbs 6 
ounces.  

� Saturday, November 5 - Don't Forget the Time 
Change.  Set your clocks back one hour! 

� The CYF youth led a memorial service on 
October 23, in our prayer garden. They planted 
and dedicated a Magnolia tree in memory of 
Darcy Adams who went to be with the Lord on 
August 4.  Darcy is the daughter of Cara Adams 
and the sister of Mark Adams.  Darcy's 
grandmother and brother were all present for the 
service. The Magnolia tree was a gift from Cindy 
and Charlie Thigpen of the Garden Gallery. 
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A PRAYER FOR THE FALL 
 Almighty God, the cool weather moves in, and 
the colors change to red and gold.  Let fall colors 
remind us of You and the way You made the world 
more magnificent than any artist might ever have 
imagined.  And help us find Your joy and peace in this 
blessed season.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

     As we enter the last quarter of the year, it's time to 
begin planning for 2012.  Gary Franklin, chairperson, 
and nominating committee members, Dan Alderson, 
Beverly Baxter, Deb Carpenter, Luci Colee, Bud 
Flora,  Gary Howard, Chuck McWilliams, Barry Storer, 
Joye Taylor, and Art Varvoutis will soon begin the 
process of recruiting a new class of deacons to begin 
serving in January as well as new Mission Council 
leadership for 2012.   
     If you are willing to serve or have suggestions of 
members we should ask to serve next year, please 
contact Gary Franklin or another member of the 
Nominating Committee as soon as possible. The 
nominations will be submitted at the next Mission 
Council meeting in November.  
 

 
THE ADVENTURE NOOK FALL FESTIVAL 

 The Adventure Nook would like to thank Bob 
Smith, Mary Pat Spencer, Stacy Cason, Rita and 
Jerry Wallace for helping to serve food and drinks at 
our Fall Festival.    
 A special thank you to Edd for setting up the 
“Mummy” room and letting the children wrap him up 
with tissue. They loved it!  Thank you to William Mee 
for being a great helper.  Also, our thanks are 
extended to Carole Rudd for donating two paintings 
for our raffle.  They were a big hit!  Our very own Mary 
Pat was the winner of one of them.  We had Two 
Hundred and Sixty participants in our Fall Festival, 
making it a huge success. Beth 

 
 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSONS 
Sunday, October 30th  

Letter to Philemon, a slave-owner 
Philemon 

 
 

“THE DISCIPLES”   
Sunday, October 30th  

Living as God's People 
Matthew 5: 1-12 

 
 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP SERVICE 153  
SUNDAY SCHOOL  61 

 



“TAG IT” 
November is “TAG IT” month at First Christian 
Church.  As our church family has grown, many of us 
haven't learned the names of those we join in worship 
and fellowship.  So...we're focusing on wearing our 
name tags throughout the month of November.  If you 
have a name tag, please wear it every Sunday!  If you 
need one, sign your name clearly on the TAG IT 
sheet this Sunday in the narthex.  Pick a spot to keep 
your name tag at home, in your car, or on the display 
ribbons at church...so you will see it and us it!  Start 
checking out others' tags and learning their names!  
It's just one more way to strengthen our community!  
Please...remember to TAG IT! 


