
A CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP -  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2011 

 

PRELUDE                                 “Pastorale on a Celtic Alleluia” Proulx 
   
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  Mark Adams & Andrew Everling 
 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                           

 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP            “We Fall Down” Chancel Choir 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                             Rev. Edd Spencer 
 
  I believe in the God of Autumn, who spreads the beauty of His glory 
                    across the hills. 
   

  I believe in the God of Winter, who whispers in the wind and makes me thankful for  
                                    the warmth of home. 
 

  I believe in the God of Spring, who dazzles the eye with beautiful flowers, 
    and speaks to my heart through gentle rains. 
 
  I believe in the God of Summer, who meets me in the warm morning and  
   waits for me in the cool of the evening. 
   
  I believe in the God of all seasons, who is a God for all seasons, and who  
   calls me forth to be His Disciple for all seasons, ready to serve and to    love the world as He loves it.  Praise be to the Creator of the world  

 
*HYMN OF PRAISE                        “Renew Your Church” Chalice Hymnal No. 463 
 

    
*INVOCATION and LORD’S PRAYER and GLORIA PATRI  
(Words to the Lord’s Prayer, Gloria Patri and Doxology are in the pews) 
 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING                                                                                      Rev. Edd Spencer      

Children who are rising four years old through fourth grade will be dismissed to Children’s Worship & 

Wonder.   

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES,OFFERINGS, and BLESSING BOXES   
 Call to Stewardship                                                                                     Rev. Edd Spencer  
 Special Music Offering          “At the Name of Jesus” Berry 
 Doxology 
 Prayer of Dedication                                                                                   Rev. Edd Spencer   
ANTHEM                                               “Ancient Words” DeShazo 
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Edd Spencer 
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 Communion Hymn                      “Here Is Bread” Chalice Praise Hymnal No. 161 

  Invitation to Communion       Bob Coupland                        Prayer of Communion                             

(This is the Lord’s Table.  All believers in Christ are invited.  As the emblems are passed, partake of the bread 

and hold the cup, offering your own prayer/meditation until after the congregational response.) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: 

       (Taken from the New Testament:  First Corinthians 11:23-26) 

 

ELDER:   The Lord Jesus, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, broke it and said, “This is My Body which is given for you.” 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC                      “The Gift Variation IV”                                  Lou                        

                                     

  ELDER:  In the same way also the cup, after supper saying, “This cup is the new covenant of My 

Blood. Do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 

 

CONGREGATION: As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 

 

SCRIPTURE                                        Luke 18: 1-6      Rev. Mary Pat Spencer 

  

SERMON                               “Persistent Cry” Rev. Mary Pat Spencer 

       

* HYMN OF INVITATION    “Standing in the Need of Prayer” Chalice Hymnal No.579  

 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                Rev. Mary Pat Spence 

    

*CHORAL RESPONSE                      “We Are An Offering”  Chalice Hymnal No.152  
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to You, 

we are an offering, Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,  

Lord use our lives.  They are Yours.  We are an offering. 

Chorus 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to You.  

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to You, we are an offering. 

 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to You.  

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to You, we are an offering. 

 
 

 *POSTLUDE                                            “Victory”  Loemker 

 
  

 

 

 

  



 

  

 

LIFE IN OUR COMMUNITY THIS WEEK 

 

SUNDAY, November 6 

 9:00 am                                   Sunday School 

 9:45 – 10:15 am Fellowship Moment 

 10:15 am Worship Service  

 10:30 am Worship & Worship 

 11:30 am Rebekah at Lucille Leaman's 

 1:30 pm Classroom Readers Training 

 3:00 pm Bell Choir 

 4:00 pm Pastor's Class 

 5:00 pm Praise Kids 

 5:00 pm Children & Youth Groups  

 6:15 pm Snack Supper  

 

 MONDAY – THURSDAY 

 9:30 am – 1:30 pm The Adventure Nook Preschool 

                     

MONDAY, November 7 

 7:00 am Men's Bible Study 

 6:30 pm Men's Fellowship 

  

TUESDAY, November 8 

 9:45 am The Adventure Nook Chapel 

 10:00 am Women's Bible Study 

 7:00 pm Finance Council 

  

 WEDNESDAY, November 9 

 6:30 pm Choir Practice 

 7:30 pm Cantata Practice 

 

THURSDAY, November 10 

 7:00 pm Advocates Bible Study 
 

*****WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY – Will start back up on Thursday, November 17. 
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IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 
BLESSING BOXES – Please return your Blessings Boxes today.  A silver bowl is available in the 

narthex to receive all your blessings for the Salvation Army Angel Tree.  This will provide Christmas 

blessings for children. 
 

CLASSROOM READERS FOR INVERNESS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL READING 

TRAINING TODAY AT 1:30 pm– Eleven lucky FCC Folks have been trained as “Classroom 

Readers” for Inverness Elementary School.  They began reading in the classrooms on Monday, October 

31.  If you are interested in this volunteer effort please contact Gloria McWilliams at 980-9475 or 

Janice Lamb at 408-7431 to reserve a seat in the training which is scheduled today at 1:30 pm in the 

Farkas room.   

 

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP TOMORROW EVENING AT 6:30 pm - It’s just around the corner so go 

ahead and circle your calendar for Men’s Fellowship.  One of the current leaders of the Lovelady 

Center, Don  Ankenbrandt,  will be our speaker,  providing an update on what is happening at this great 

mission facility. Come join us at 6:30 pm for dinner and fellowship. 

 

CHILDREN'S WORSHIP AND WONDER ORIENTATION SUNDAY NOVEMBER 13 & 20 

Sunday, November 13 and 20  we will have Children 's Worship and Wonder orientation for all the children 

and parents/grandparents who have not previously attended an orientation. This will take place in the library 

between 9:00 am - 10:00 am. Parents/grand- parents are invited to attend with their child to understand and 

appreciate this awesome ministry. It is high recommended that a parent/grandparent  attend with the child  

both these sessions.  Children 's Worship and Wonder ministry is structured in such a way that it encourages 

children to experience God while learning the stories of God.  It involves helping children to worship in a 

special place apart from the worshiping congregation, so they become able to worship meaningfully with the 

congregation.  Trained storytellers and greeters lead in this worship experience. This program is for “rising 

fours” through 4th grade. “Rising fours” are 3 year old children who are potty trained, have attended 1 year 

of preschool, are able to sit and listen and to follow directions.   Please arrive a few minutes before 9:00 am 

as the worship orientation will start promptly at 9:00 am. Since the children will be deeply involved in this 

worship experience please be sure your child uses the restroom prior to entering the “Worship and Wonder” 

Center.  Thank you!  Please  RSPV Joye Taylor  (678-2370) if you plan to participate.   

 

YOUNG AT HEART November 16 at 12:00 pm - We will find laughter and good clean fun when 

Alabama’s only senior Adult Theatre Company comes to Young At Heart. All are invited for some fun 

stories and good times. First, we will have a great meal by our chef - Jenny West (and she always has 

something great for us); then we will be entertained by the Seasoned Performers with “Night Call 

Nurses Or What The Health?!”. Circle your calendar for November 16 at 12:00 pm at First Christian. 

Hope to see all of you there. Sign up on the board in the narthex. Small fee at the door on the day of the 

performance…Looking ahead… In December we will have our Christmas party with entertainment at 

the Bonds' home, and on January 25
th
 we will meet and be entertained by Rosie the Riveter...yes, they 

actually  worked on the aircraft in WW II. See all of you there!  Janet. 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
WORSHIP LEADERS: Rev. Edd Spencer & Rev. Mary Pat Spencer 
MUSIC MINISTER:  Rev. Jan Watts     

ORGANIST/PIANIST:  David Brasher 
ELDERS ON CALL:  Bob & Sheila Coupland 
SERVING DIACONATE: Dan Alderson, Conlee Alderson, Linda Byrd, Jose' Carreras, 
   Nick Cotruvo, Paulette Farquhar, Russ Favorite, Bob Lamb, 
   Janice Lamb, Connie Tabb, Gary Taylor, Art Varvoutis, Regena    
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP & WONDER:   
  LESSON:   The Promised Land 
  STORYTELLER: Joye Taylor 
  GREETERS:      Julie Henderson & Karen Beaton 
WORSHIP GREETERS (Door):   Brice & Peggy Thornbury 
WORSHIP GREETER (Table):  Ruth Ann Steele 

 
MUSIC TO YOUR EARS – In this past weeks Visitor the date shown for the Cantata was incorrect.  It 

should have read as follows: The first Sunday in December, we will have a guest vocalist doing an 

intriguing duet with our own David Brasher during special music time.  On Sunday, December 11, the 

choir will share a beautiful Christmas Cantata, “Lead me Back To Bethlehem”, about rediscovering the joy, 

peace, and love of Christmas in today's world with Jay Barkley as our narrator on this lovely musical 

journey.  Our other worship services leading up to Christmas Sunday will all be filled with wonderful 

Christmas music and song.  Please join us this holiday season and experience the joy of worshiping our 

Lord with music.  Jan 

 

“TAG IT” - November is “TAG IT” month at First Christian Church.  As our church family has 
grown, many of us haven't learned the names of those we join in worship and fellowship.  So...we're 
focusing on wearing our name tags throughout the month of November.  If you have a name tag, please 
wear it every Sunday!  If you need one, sign your name clearly on the TAG IT sheet this Sunday in the 
narthex.  Pick a spot to keep your name tag at home, in your car, or on the display ribbons at 
church...so you will see it and us it!  Start checking out others' tags and learning their names!  It's just 
one more way to strengthen our community!  Please...remember to TAG IT! 

                                                             

ALZHEIMER'S AWARNESS MONTH 

November is National Alzheimer's Awareness Month.  Alzheimer's is a progressive illness which 

destroys crucial parts of the brain.  Memory and intellectual abilities gradually erode, as patients 

progress from needing supervison, to needing custodial care.  Approximately ten percent of the 

population over the age of 65 is affected.  There are currently over 93,000 Alabamians with this 

disease.  And we have members of our church who are dealing with this illness. Sunday, November 

13, has been designated a day of prayer and remembrance for Alzheimer patients and those who care 

for them.   
       

The beautiful flowers in the sanctuary today, are in celebration of Mark Adams on 
his 9th Birthday given by, Cara Adams. 
 
WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY – Will start back up on Thursday, November 17. 
 

 



OUTSIDE THE CHURCH DOORS – Think back to the time when you first came to the Lord...then 

share it with someone. 
 

 

 

 

KOATS4KIDZ - Autumn is here, our young friends are back in school & cold weather is coming.  

Unfortunately some of these friends do not have warm coats.  Check the closets of your children & 

grandchildren for lightly used coats which they no longer wear.  During the month of October the Sunday 

school benevolence effort is collecting good new or used coats to be provided through our Shelby County 

School partners to these wonderful, but needy children.  All sizes for kindergarten to junior high school are 

needed.  Please bring your gifts to the Farkas Room/ Christian Comrades Class Room & hang them on the 

racks provided there.  We will inventory by sizes & have cleaning done if necessary to have these items 

ready for early November distribution.  Please contact: Regena Varvoutis, Gloria McWilliams, Gary 

Howard or Charles Daniels with any questions. 

 

         
 

 

 


