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A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR 

 The past few weeks I have  been blending my 
hike in the wilderness on the trail with some spiritual 
thoughts about God.  I want to continue this line of 
thought in this issue of the Visitor.  
 When hiking the trail, the word “hypothermia” 
is a word every hiker should learn.  It is a physical 
condition in which a persons temperature drops below 
a point where life can be sustained.  Hypothermia is 
most likely to strike in rainy, windy weather, when wet 
clothing and wind combine to steal one's body heat 
quickly and with little warning.  The only sure 
protection is to stay as dry and warm as possible and 
to keep eating energy–producing food such as candy.  
The worst thing  about hypothermia is that the victim 
is usually not aware of his/her dangerous condition. 
 In our daily lives, there are other such 
creeping killers that can cause us great concern and 
suffering.  They are attitudes which, like hypothermia, 
can come into our lives to numb and deaden us-  
attitudes like lack of love, jealousy, insensitivity, pride, 
selfishness, and an unforgiving spirit. 
 We can conquer each of these threats to our 
lives through prayer, Bible study, church participation, 
worship, and sacrificial service to others.  We can 
follow Jesus who will guide us away from the danger 
of spiritual hypothermia. 

  God Bless you,  Edd & Mary Pat  
 

ALZHEIMER'S AWARNESS MONTH 

November is National Alzheimer's Awareness Month.  
Alzheimer's is a progressive illness which destroys 
crucial parts of the brain.  Memory and intellectual 
abilities gradually erode, as patients progress from 
needing supervison to needing custodial care.  
Approximately ten percent of the population over the 
age of 65 is affected.  There are currently over 93,000 
Alabamians with this disease.  And we have members 
of our church who are dealing with this illness.  
Sunday, November 13 has been designated a day of 
prayer and remembrance for Alzheimer patients and 
those who care for them.   

 
SPIRITUALITY AND THE  END OF LIFE  

CARE WORKSHOP 

This workshop will be facilitated by Dr. James S. 
Clifford, Hospice Chaplain with Amedisys Hospice, on 
Monday, November 14, 2011, 10:00 am until 2:00 pm 
(lunch provided) in the Farkas room.  This workshop 
will include: discussion of differences and relationship 
between spirituality and religion; addressing 
spirituality during illness, death, and grief; spiritual 
assessment and empowerment; and life review.  Cost 
$10.00 per person.  For further information, please 
call the church. 

 
SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP SERVICE  130 

  
 

 

YOUNG AT HEART 

November 16 at 12:00 

We will find laughter and good clean fun when 
Alabama’s only senior Adult Theatre Company 
comes to YOUNG AT HEART. All are invited for 
some fun stories and good times. First, we will have a 
great meal by our chef - Jenny West (and she always 
has something great for us); then we will be 
entertained by the Seasoned Performers with “Night 
Call Nurses Or What The Health?!”. Circle your 
calendar for November 16 at 12:00 pm at First 
Christian. Hope to see all of you there. Sign up on the 
board in the narthex. Small fee at the door on the day 
of the performance…Looking ahead… In December 
we will have our Christmas party with entertainment 
at the Bonds' home, and on January 25th we will meet 
and be entertained by Rosie the Riveter...yes, they 
actually  worked on the aircraft in WW II. See all of 

you there!  Janet. 
 

CHILDREN'S WORSHIP AND WONDER 

ORIENTATION  

Sunday, November 13 and 20 we will have Children's 
Worship and Wonder orientation for all the children 
and  parents/grandparents who have not previously 
attended an orientation. This will take place in the 
library between 9:00 am - 10:00 am. Parents/grand- 
parents are invited to attend with their child to 
understand and appreciate this awesome ministry. It 
is highly recommended that a parent/grandparent  
attend with the child  both these sessions.  Children 's 
Worship and Wonder ministry is structured in such a 
way that it encourages children to experience God 
while learning the stories of God.  It involves helping 
children to worship in a special place apart from the 
worshiping congregation so they become able to 
worship meaningfully with the congregation.  Trained 
storytellers and greeters lead in this worship 
experience. This program is for “rising fours” through 
4th grade. “Rising fours” are 3-year-old children who 
are potty trained, have attended 1 year of preschool, 
are able to sit and listen and to follow directions.   
Please arrive a few minutes before 9:00 am, as the 
worship orientation will start promptly at 9:00 am. 
Since the children will be deeply involved in this 
worship experience, please be sure your child uses 
the restroom prior to entering the “Worship and 
Wonder” Center.  

 
DISTRICT II GATHERING NOVEMBER 13 

Where: Macedonia Christian Church  
2438 Wenonah Oxmoor Rd SW,  

Birmingham, AL 35211-5944 
205-942-7274 

Theme: Region on a Mission: A Conversation about 
the AL/NW FL Region Partnership with Honduras 

Registration at: 3:30 pm 
Program starts at: 4:00 pm 

Welcoming Speakers: George Dudley, 
Loretta Rucker, Dale Braxton. 

Registration forms are in the narthex. 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, November 13 

9:00  Sunday School  
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment  
10:15   Worship Service  
10:30  Worship & Wonder 
1:30  Classroom Readers Training 
3:00  Bell Choir 
4:00  District II Gathering 
5:00   Praise Kids/Children & Youth Groups 
6:15  Snack Supper 

Monday - Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30  The Adventure Nook Preschool 

Monday, November 14 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00 – 2:00 Workshop on Grief and Aging  

Tuesday, November 15 
9:45  The Adventure Nook Chapel 
10:00  Women's Bible Study 

Wednesday, November 16 
6:30  Choir Practice 
7:30  Cantata Practice 
  Thursday, November 17 
7:00  Advocates & Women's Bible Study 
 

GRACE NOTES 

� Thank you to my sisters and brothers in Christ for 
their prayers and concerns during my recent 
surgery.  Lucille Leaman. 

� Our Prayers are with Elizabeth Dudley, Carol Dutt, 
Kim Burton, and Jean Harmon. 

� Please note that the date given for the Christmas 
Cantata in last weeks Visitor was incorrect.  The 
Cantata will be on Sunday, December 11. 

� The Adventure Nook is having a food drive that will 
be donated to Oak Mountain Ministries. Pick up 
will be on Wednesday, November 16. 

 
FEELING AMAZED & BLESSED OURSELVES 

 God has blessed my family through the years 
with His answers to prayer, but He also blesses me 
every day with comforts that aren’t available in other 
countries. He blessed me when I became thirsty for 
spiritual food, and He blesses all us of with water, 
food, clothing, homes, cars and the best health care in 
the world.  This is from Ann Marie Melson’s book “The 
Work of The Lord” 
 “When you call My name,I am there. As you 
whisper prayers of concern, I am listening. As you plead 
for relief, I am healing. When you shout offerings of 
praise, I am rejoicing. For I will never leave you, nor 
forsake you. You need not fear tomorrow, for I am 
already there.  I am your God, and you are My beloved 
child.  I will be your vision...I am all you long to see.  I 
will be your best thought...I'm the highest you can think.  
I will have no rival...I want first place in your heart.  I am 
here, And I am there, And I am who I am.”  
 You have shared generous blessings and many 
“angels” will be blessed from the Salvation Army’s Angel 

Tree. Peggy Daniels, Outreach  Mission  

                                                  POSTAGE PAID 

     PERIODICAL 

             (UPS 0195-880) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 

 The Weekend of Worship in February, 2005, 
included special speakers: Dr. Roger Lovette, Rev. 
Bennie Liggins and Dr. Susan Diamond. Dr. Lovette 
was minister of Baptist Church of the Covenant prior 
to retirement, Rev. Liggins is senior minister of 
Community Congregational United Church of Christ 
(Montgomery) and Dr. Diamond is senior minister of 
Montgomery FCC. This was a weekend of 
commitment, worship and spiritual renewal. 
 On the evening of March 12 the Chi Rho and 
CYF youth sponsored the first ever Spring Fling. This 
replaced the Sweetheart Dinner that was such a 
successful fundraiser for many years. The Spring 
Fling featured a DJ with music from the past, hot 
dogs, hamburgers, root beer floats and a delicious 
chocolate fountain. This was a great time with food, 
fellowship and dancing for all ages. All proceeds were 
for the CYF summer mission trip to Lexington, KY to 
work among the homeless and the Chi Rho's local 
mission work. The youth raised $880 for their mission 
projects. 
 During the Lenten season Edd and Mary Pat 
shared sermons on the different crosses of the 
Passion of Christ: the Jerusalem Cross, the Greek 
Cross, the Anchor Cross and the Celtic Cross. On 
Palm Sunday the Praise Kids and Handbell Choir 
joined the Chancel Choir in the palm processional at 
the beginning of worship. The Chancel Choir 
presented the Easter Cantata "On a Hill Too Far 
Away". After the meal on Maundy Thursday, the 
Worship Mission led us in the Old Testament 
Passover Seder followed by the New Testament 
Lord's Supper. An Easter Sunrise Service by the lake 
at Hargis Retreat was followed by breakfast in the 
dining hall. Then we celebrated the Risen Lord 
through music, a Resurrection message and Holy 
Baptism in our sanctuary. 
 The June, 2005, Vacation Bible School was a 
musical event to prepare for a children's musical 
presentation, "A Technicolor Promise", to be held in 
worship on the second Sunday in June. Recreation at 
VBS was the choreography for the musical. Arts and 
crafts involved the children working on props and 
costumes for the musical. Lessons revolved around 
the story of Noah and the Ark and the Promise of 
God. The musical was a great success. 
 The CYF had a wonderful mission trip to 
Lexington, KY in June. They prepared and served 
meals to the homeless on the streets of Lexington 
and acted as mentors to young children of the inner 
city. 

 

THE DISCIPLES”   
Sunday, October 13th  

Loving as God's People 
Matthew 5: 43-48 

 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSONS 
Sunday, November 13th  

Chosen by God 
Ephesians 1 



 

 

“TAG IT” 

November is “TAG IT” month at First Christian 
Church.  As our church family has grown, many of us 
haven't learned the names of those we join in worship 
and fellowship.  So...we're focusing on wearing our 
name tags throughout the month of November.  If you 
have a name tag, please wear it every Sunday!  If you 
need one, sign your name clearly on the TAG IT sheet 
this Sunday in the narthex.  Pick a spot to keep your 
name tag at home, in your car, or on the display 
ribbons at church...so you will see it and us it!  Start 
checking out others' tags and learning their names!  
It's just one more way to strengthen our community!  
Please...remember to TAG IT! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC TO YOUR EARS! 

 It's amazing to me that Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are right around the corner.  The music 
ministry of First Christian is excited to be presenting 
some special music this holiday season.  Starting on 
November 20 in our morning worship service, the 
Praise Kids' choir will be singing “I've Got The Joy Of 
The Lord In My Heart.”  They are excited to be singing 
in church again so come hear our youngest choir as 
they share their talent, their faith, and the love of their 
Lord with you in song. 
 The first Sunday of Advent, November 27, the 
Bell Choir will be our music for morning worship; they 
will be sharing a number of Christmas Carols with 
you.  Some carols will be performed with the bells 
alone, but we will also be performing with the piano 
and a vocal quartet during the special music times.   
 The first Sunday in December, we will have a 
guest vocalist doing an intriguing duet with our own 
David Brasher during special music time.  On Sunday, 
December 18, the choir will share a beautiful 
Christmas Cantata, “Lead me Back To Bethlehem”, 
about rediscovering the joy, peace, and love of 
Christmas in today's world with Jay Barkley as our 
narrator on this lovely musical journey.  Our other 
worship services leading up to Christmas Sunday will 
all be filled with wonderful Christmas music and song.  
Please join us this holiday season and experience the 
joy of worshiping our Lord with music.  Jan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


