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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Moderator, Hugh Henderson, has called a 
congregational meeting for Sunday, December 4, 
following morning worship.  The purpose of this 
meeting is to approve the nominating committee 
reports, the proposed 2012 general budget, and any 
other new business. 

 
ALL-CHURCH CHRISTMAS DINNER 

The All-Church Christmas Dinner will be after morning 
worship on Sunday, December 4.  The cost is $6.00 
for adults; $4.00 for children 5 – 10 years old; and 
children under 5 are free. The menu for this wonderful 
meal is: barbeque pork and barbeque chicken, baked 
beans, potato salad, coleslaw, bread, banana 
pudding, tea, and lemonade. Please make your 
reservation by calling the church office.  Invite a friend 
for this great moment of fellowship with your church 
family during this holy season. 
 

CHRISTMAS FOR THE STAFF 
Christmas time is the time for gifts of appreciation and 
love. During the season of Advent, we will have a 
decorated Christmas box in the narthex for you to 
place your gift for the staff of First Christian. Please 
note on your check that it is a gift for the church staff. 
You may also mail your gift to the church in care of 
Steve Pasky. Please remember our staff and all the 
many extras that they have done for us this year. We 
are fortunate to have them and appreciate their 
ministry to us. Thank you, Steve Pasky, Chair of the 
Personnel Committee. 

 
ADVENT WORSHIP 

Sunday, December 4 -    Second Sunday of Advent 
      All-Church Christmas Dinner 
      Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, December 11 -  Third Sunday of Advent 
      Christmas Cantata “Lead Me 
      Back To Bethlehem”  
Sunday, December 18 -  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
      Holy Baptism 
      Christmas Outreach Offering 
Saturday, December 24 -Christmas Eve Candlelight 
      Services:  
      7:00  Contemporary Worship 
      11:00 Traditional Worship  
Sunday, December 25 -  Christmas Sunday 
      Blessing of The Toys,  
      Christmas Outreach Offering 
      Worship at 9:00 am 
Please note that on Christmas Sunday there will be 
no Sunday school or Worship and Wonder.   Worship 
will begin at 9:00 am.  Casual dress, so come as you 
are! 
 
 
 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP SERVICE 140 

 
 

WALKING THE TALK 
What is important, Jesus says, is not to simply cry 
out, “Lord! Lord!,” but to obey Him!  During our 
Stewardship Emphasis this year our theme is 
“Walking The Talk”, a theme that reminds us to act 
upon Jesus' words.  We have all received our 
commitment cards for the ministry we will accomplish 
together in 2012.  May we fill them out with a promise 
that will bring the Good News of God's love to 
Birmingham and the world.  Please return your 
commitment card to the church by Sunday, December 
11.  In 2012 let us all “Walk The Talk” and proclaim 
Christ as Lord in our action and service. 
 

SPREAD THE LIGHT  
Beginning Sunday, December 4, our CYF youth will 
once again accept your donations of $5.00 or more in 
honor or memory of a loved one. These donations will 
help the youth to Spread the Light of Christ on their 
Mission Trip - which this year will be an immersion 
Mission trip to Lexington, Kentucky to the inner city. 
Our youth will be immersed in the culture of the inner 
city where they will live and work for a week among 
those they will serve. In addition, the youth have 
created a special Christmas card – as a gift to you - to 
share with others, in lieu of a Christmas gift. Often 
times it is difficult to find that “perfect gift” for our 
family and friends. However, when you give a gift to 
the Spread the Light project, you will help the youth 
spread the Light of Christ in the inner city where 
Jesus reminds us to minister to the least of these. 
You will be able to send your friends a Christmas card 
letting them know you have honored them with this 
special gift. Also, your name and those you have 
honored will be placed in our Christmas Eve bulletins. 
As always, thank you for your love and support of our 
youth. 
 

Profit & Loss Budget Overview  
January through December, 2012 

Ordinary Income/Expense  
Income 
 Designated Income 
 General Fund Income  $ 380,957.98 
 TAN Income   $167,955.10 
 Total Income   __________ 
     $548,912.98 
Expense 
 Administration    $   348,009.16 
 Education   $     10,650.00 
 Evangelism   $       2,500.00 
 Fellowship   $       2,250.00 
 Membership   $       4,140.00 
 Music    $       7,100.00 
 Music Support   $       2,400.00 
 Outreach     $       4,250.00 
 Worship   $       2,618.00 
 TAN Expenses   $   167,995.07 
 Total Expenses  $   551,912.23 
  Net Ordinary Income  $     (2,999.25)  
 Net Income   $     (2,999.25) 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, December 4 

Second Sunday of Advent 
9:00  Sunday School  
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment  
10:15   Worship Service – Praise Kids 
10:30  Children's Worship & Wonder 
11:30  Congregational Meeting 
11:30  All-Church Christmas Dinner 
4:00   Pastor's Class 
5:30  Youth/Children/Praise Kids 
6:15  Snack Supper 

Monday - Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30  The Adventure Nook Preschool 

Monday, December 5 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00   Staff Meeting  

Tuesday, December 6 
9:45  The Adventure Nook Chapel 
10:00  Women's Bible Study 

Wednesday, December 7 
6:30  Choir Practice 
7:30  Cantata Practice 

Thursday, December 8 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

Friday, December 9 
6:30  Disciples Christmas Party 

   Saturday, December 10 
9:00 – 1:00 Cantata Rehearsal and Luncheon 

Sunday, December 11 
Third Sunday of Advent 

  Christmas Cantata 
 

GRACE NOTES 
� Dearest First Christian Church family,  Thank you 

for all the love I have felt over the past few weeks. 
Your cards, letters, phone calls, visits, and mostly 
your prayers, have been so appreciated.  I have 
been strengthened and encouraged by each one 
of you.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
Love. Janet Clark. 

� Thank you to all of the Bell Choir Members and the 
people who substituted for them during practice for 
the beautiful music on Sunday's Thanksgiving 
worship service.  Also, thank you to all the Praise 
Kids who participated, for their wonderful special 
music and thanks to their parents who brought 
them. Both Bells and Praise Kids will resume after 
the first of the year.  Jan 

� You, the Church, have blessed 24 angels of the 
Salvation Army Tree with hope and love. Special 
thanks to Charlotte Brammer and family; Donnette 
Mee; the youth; Conlee Alderson; Finance 
Committee; Jim Langley and church Staff. As with 
all material things, eventually they pass away. It is 
the love you give that will be remembered. For 
God so loved the world that He gave His one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.  Peggy Daniels-Outreach 
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 

 Every Wednesday evening during Lent, 2006, 
supper was followed by a brief worship service which 
consisted of monologues by Edd and Mary Pat of 
people present at the passion and suffering of Jesus. 
The theme for Youth Sunday in March was "As You 
Leave These Walls". The entire worship experience 
was led by our youth in grades 6-12. First Christian 
Church has always had talented groups of young 
people, and we have always been proud of their 
accomplishments and supportive of their many 
projects and mission trips. We have also been proud 
of the love, commitment and dedication of their 
sponsors and teachers. The youth have been working 
hard to make their upcoming May Spring Fling a 
success. A Culinard dining experience will be followed 
by a performance by Ron Diamond, illusionist. All 
proceeds are designated for their summer mission 
trips. 
 In late May and early June, sixty-five children 
came to our church to enjoy Summer Art Camp 
directed by Carole Rudd and recreation led by Edd 
Spencer and Nickey Rudd. More than 30 teachers, 
helpers and youth workers helped to make the week a 
success. The children returned on Sunday for an art 
show and reception. 
 Many faithful volunteers worked to make 
Camp High Hopes a memorable experience for the 
campers. The Christian Motorcycle Association was 
again a big hit as they gave campers rides around 
camp on their Harleys. Jim Langley directed the camp 
as he has for many years. 
 In June, we learned of the death of beloved 
former interim minister, Rev. George Wagner, after a 
long illness. We extended our love and sympathy to 
his wife, Jo, and her family. On June 11, sixteen CYF 
youth and their sponsors were commissioned to carry 
out their mission trip to Sitka, Alaska, where they 
would be working with the First Presbyterian Church 
and among the Tlingit Indians. This trip gave them the 
opportunity to put their faith in action. 
 In July, volunteers again went to the island of 
Andros to provide a Vacation Bible School experience 
for 300 children. Donations provided book bags filled 
with supplies for each child. The children also 
received shoes, clothes, goody bags, and individual 
snacks donated by Golden Flake. The Shelby County 
Gideons donated enough to provide Bibles for each 
child. The children look forward to this event all year, 
and each child represents a family touched by our 
prayers, support, encouragement and donations. We 
were grateful to Sharon Orazine for directing the 
Andros mission project as she has for many years.  
  

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, December 4

th
  

A Study of The Book of James   

  

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, December 4

th
  

A Blessing for All Nations 

Genesis 12: 1-9 



 

 
 

 

 

 
THE THANKSGIVING OFFERING  

The Thanksgiving offering benefits the colleges, 
universities, seminaries, and divinity houses affiliated 

with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  
These learning communities are an extension of 
the church, challenging students to understand 
and respond to God's call to serve.  Your support 
provides scholarships, church relations programs, 
and chaplaincy offices. Most importantly, your 
support of the 2011 Thanksgiving offering 
helps Disciples raise up servant leaders!  We 
will receive the Thanksgiving offering this 
Sunday. 

 

 

 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

This year our new members will light the Advent 
Candles.  May God bless the following new members 
of First Christian as they bring thelight of Advent with 
worship. 
Sunday November 27 - Jay Barkley &  
      Russell Fountain 
Sunday, December 4 -  Bob & Linda Browning 
Sunday, December 11 - Michelle Bohan-Brown &  
      Lori Morrow  
Sunday, December 18 -  Allen & Cele Montgomery 
Sunday, December 24 -  Bill Qualls &  
           Danielle  Alderson 


