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“LEAD ME BACK TO BETHLEHEM” 
The title of our cantata this Sunday, Dec 11, is "Lead 
Me Back to Bethlehem". It is about rediscovering the 
Joy, Peace, and Love of Christmas. This beautiful 
music with narration will fill your heart and hopefully 
draw you into God's presence. As you listen to this 
wonderful music during worship service this Sunday 
morning, may the Spirit lead you back to experience 
the miracle of the Child's birth, the joy of the 
shepherds, the mystery of the star and the men who 
followed it. May our sanctuary become our Bethlehem 
as we gather to worship our Savior, Christ, the Lord. It 
is our hope, as a choir, that we will all go out from our 
Bethlehem refreshed and renewed to embody the 
message: "Glory to God in the highest and on earth, 
peace, goodwill to men!" Please come and join us at 
our 10:15 worship service in what we pray will be a 
beautifully spiritual experience for all of us this 2011 
Christmas season. In Christ,  Jan 

 
SPREAD THE LIGHT  

Beginning Sunday, December 4, our CYF youth will 
once again accept your donations of $5.00 or more in 
honor or memory of a loved one. These donations will 
help the youth to Spread the Light of Christ on their 
Mission Trip - which this year will be an immersion 
Mission trip to the inner city in Lexington, Kentucky.. 
Our youth will be immersed in the culture of the inner 
city where they will live and work for a week among 
those they will serve. In addition, the youth have 
created a special Christmas card – as a gift to you - to 
share with others, in lieu of a Christmas gift. Often 
times it is difficult to find that “perfect gift” for our 
family and friends. However, when you give a gift to 
the Spread the Light project, you will help the youth 
spread the Light of Christ in the inner city where 
Jesus reminds us to minister to the least of these. You 
will be able to send your friends a Christmas card 
letting them know you have honored them with this 
special gift. Also, your name and those you have 
honored will be placed in our Christmas Eve bulletins. 
As always, thank you for your love and support of our 
youth. 
 

“WRAPPING UP” THE BOOK DRIVE 
Looking for new ideas for your Christmas party? 
Instead of white elephants, perhaps your group will 
consider sharing children’s books with each other and 
then donating them to the book drive. You’ll have fun 
sharing stories about moose who like muffins, mice 
who prefer cookies, and dinosaurs who sleep under 
beds! What could be more fun? Well, donating those 
wonderful books to children will certainly evoke lots of 
smiles!  We will “wrap up” our book drive on Sunday, 
December 11,  in order to distribute the books to our 
elementary school partners (Inverness, Oak 
Mountain, and Vincent). Books may be new or used.  
Please place your donations in the Outreach “bucket” 
in the narthex. If you have any questions, please 
contact Charlotte Brammer,913-5521 or email me at:  
cdbramme@samford.edu 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 The congregation approved the proposed 
budget and nominating committee report at the 
Congregational meeting after worship on Sunday, 
December 4. 
 The proposed budget and Nominating 
Committee are presented below: 

Proposed 2012 Budget 
Expenses:     
  
Administration   
    Personnel    $224,797.00 
    Maintenance & Utility  $  93,788.00 
    Office Supplies & Equipment $  29,424.00        

Outreach Mission   $    4,250.00
  
Evangelism Mission   $    2,500.00 
Fellowship Mission   $    2,250.00
  
Worship Mission   $    2,618.00
  
Education Mission   $  10,650.00
  
Membership Mission   $    4,140.00
  
Music     $    7,100.00
  
Sound System    $    2,400.00 
Disciple Mission Fund (9%)  $  36,900.00 
Local Mission (2%)   $    8,220.00 
Maintenance Reserve (2%)  $    8,220.00 
Income 
Tithes and Offerings   $411,000.00 
Miscellaneous Building Use Fee etc. $    3,600.00 
TAN Contribution   $  19,788.00 
Total Surplus/Shortfall   $   (2,959.00) 

Nominating Committee  
Moderator:  Scott Jackson 
Moderator-Elect: Steve Pasky 
Secretary:  Regena Varvoutis 
Treasurer:  David Hamilton 
Trustees:  Libby Carpenter 
   Hugh Henderson 
   Bruce Moon 
Mission Council Members at Large:  
   Ann Horne 
   Bob Frederickson 
Deacon Class of 2013: Deb Carpenter 
Deacon Class of 2014: Buzz DeVore, Nancy DeVore, 
Judy Dudley, Jeff Eady, Annie Franklin, Bob 
Frederickson, Lyn Frederickson, Julie Henderson, 
Ann Horne, Ken Horne, Scott Long, Bruce Moon, 
Marian Moon, Chuck McWilliams, Virginia Nall, Gary 
Tyree. 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WELCOME LINDA 
We are delighted to welcome on board Linda McGarr 
as our part-time Administrative Assistant. Linda 
comes to us as an Auburn graduate with a BS in 
accounting and is a CPA,NCC. She also has a Master 
of Education  in Counseling from the University of 
Montevallo. Linda has worked for Ernst & Young, 
Drummond Company, Inc. and CHAN Healthcare 
Auditors with the St. Vincent's Heath System. She is a 
member of Auburn United Methodist Church and 
enjoys needlework, gardening, reading, traveling with 
her husband, and last but not least, playing with her 
two cats.  Welcome Linda, we look forward to many 
years together here at FCC. 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, December 11 
Third Sunday of Advent 

9:00  Sunday School  
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment  
10:15   Worship Service - Christmas Cantata 
10:30  Children's Worship & Wonder 
5:00  Youth/Children 
6:15  Snack Supper 

Monday - Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30  The Adventure Nook Preschool 

Monday, December 12 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00   Staff Christmas Party at  
  Bill & Jan Watts 
6:30  Elders Christmas Party at  
  Clarissa Harms 

Tuesday, December 13 
9:45  Adventure Nook Christmas Walk 
10:00  Women's Bible Study 
7:00  Finance Council 

Wednesday, December 14 
9:45  Adventure Nook Christmas Walk 
6:30  Music Department Christmas Party 
  at Bill & Jan Watts 

Thursday, December 15 
7:00  Advocates Christmas Party at 
  Russell Fountain's  
7:00  Women's Bible Study 

 
GRACE NOTES 

� Please remember in your prayers Carol Dutt, Pat 
Deaton, and Linda Cullum. 

� Our gratitude is expressed to Gary Franklin and his 
helpers, Bob Browning, Bud Flora, David Hamilton, 
and Bob Smith for fixing a hole in our driveway. 

� Christmas Day Worship on Sunday, December 25 
is at 9:00 am.  There is no Sunday School or 
Worship and Wonder. 

� The Adventure Nook received over 30 items of 
food from the preschool families for Oak Mountain 
Ministries. 

� Many thanks to Dr. Tommy Allison for the 
refurbishment of the bells for the beautiful Carillion. 
Given in memory of his grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. 
Arthur Thomas McWane.  

 
 

Tired of Turkey? 
 Why not surprise your family and guests with a 

delicious Boston Butt for the holidays? The CYF 
will be taking orders for Boston Butts beginning 
this Sunday. The delivery date is Wednesday, 
Dec. 21 at 11:00 am at the church.  You may place 
your order at the same time you make a donation 
for Spread the Light. Both fund raisers will support 
our youth on this coming summers mission trip  to 
Lexinton, Ky. The cost is $30.00 for a 8-9 lb. 
Boston Butt.  As always thank you for your 
support. Merry Christmas from your CYF youth. 
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END OF THE YEAR GIFTS 
Every year we are blessed with end of the year gifts 
to our church.  If you can share an end of the year gift 
through a sale of stock or a special love gift from the 
blessings you have received, please contact the 
church office.  Thank you for your love, prayers, and 
support of the church. 

 
 

OUR COMMITMENTS 
First Christian is a great church.  It is made up of 
wonderful believers.  May we all join hands and 
hearts in a loving effort to do what Jesus asked us to 
do. If you have not yet had to opportunity to make 
your commitment, plese mail it or bring it by the 
church office by this Sunday, December 11. 
Commitment cards and privacy envelopes are 
available in the narthex.Together we can demonstrate 
our love for Him who once proved His love for us. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS FOR THE STAFF 
Christmas time is the time for gifts of appreciation and 
love. During the season of Advent, we will have a 
decorated Christmas box in the narthex for you to 
place your gift for the staff of First Christian. Please 
note on your check that it is a gift for the church staff. 
You may also mail your gift to the church in care of 
Steve Pasky. Please remember our staff and all the 
many extras that they have done for us this year. We 
are fortunate to have them and appreciate their 
ministry to us. Thank you, Steve Pasky, Chair of the 
Personnel Committee 
 

YOUNG AT HEART 
December 21st at 12:00 pm 

Christmas will be here soon and what better way to 
celebrate the birth of Christ than to sing our hearts 
out, tell stories, and most of all have David Brasher at 
the piano making a joyful noise (music).  You are 
invited to come and have a good time with the Young 
at Heart on December 21st at noon.  Lunch will begin 
at 12:00 pm.  We will party at the Bonds' house 
until...nap time, ha!  Plesae sign up and bring a friend 
and be ready for some Christmas joy.  See you in 
Chelsea, oh yes, Jenny West will be helping with our 
lunch Yeah!  If we need the bus it will be available to 
ride to Chelsea.  See you there!  Janet 



  
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, December 11
th

  

A Study of The Book of James   

  

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, December 11

th
  

A Promise to Abraham 

Genesis 22: 1 -2, 6-14 

 
SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP SERVICE  178 

SUNDAY SCHOOL    81 

 
 

 
 
 

ADVENT WORSHIP 
  
Sunday, December 18 -  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
      Holy Baptism 
      Christmas Outreach Offering 
Saturday, December 24 -Christmas Eve Candlelight 
      Services:  
      7:00  Contemporary Worship 
      11:00 Traditional Worship  
Sunday, December 25 -  Christmas Sunday 
      Blessing of The Toys,  
      Christmas Outreach Offering 
      Worship at 9:00 am 
Please note that on Christmas Sunday there will be 
no Sunday school or Worship and Wonder.  Worship 
will begin at 9:00 am.  Don't worry about what you will 
wear to worship on Christmas Day.  Just come casual 
and put on your clothing of commitment and join with 
others on Christmas morning in a celebration of 
wonder and praise to the One born in Bethlehem 

 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

This year our new members will light the Advent 
Candles.  May God bless the following new members 
of First Christian as they bring the light of Advent with 
worship. 
Sunday November 27 - Jay Barkley &  
      Russell Fountain 
Sunday, December 4 -  Bob & Linda Browning 
Sunday, December 11 - Michelle Bohan-Brown &  
         Lori Morrow  
Sunday, December 18 -  Allen & Cele Montgomery 
Sunday, December 24 -  Bill Qualls &  
           Danielle  Alderson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR 

 We are all aware that even in the holidays low 
moments will come to all of us.  But with the help of 
God we can rise to the occasion and turn our low 
moments into victories. 
 There is a story about a young Texan cowboy 
who came bursting into a saloon one day, shouting, 
“Somebody painted my horse green, and i want to 
know who did it!”  Just then, a huge fellow, seven feet 
tall, two-hundred and eighty pounds of muscle, stood 
up and said in a gruff voice, “I did it! And what of it?”  
Quickly, the young cowboy rose to the occasion and 
responded, “Well i just wanted you to know that the 
first coast is dry, and he is ready for the second coat”. 
 Now that is what you call rising to the 
occasion.  And we can do it too.  During this holiday 
season we don't have to let stress or issues get us 
down.  We can redeem our low moments and rise to 
the occasion turning them into blessings.   
   God bless you, 
     Edd and Mary Pat 


