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A WORD FROM YOUR PASTORS 
 We are all aware that even in the holidays low 
moments will come to all of us.  But with the help of 
God we can rise to the occasion and turn our low 
moments into victories. 
 There is a story about a young Texan cowboy 
who came bursting into a saloon one day, shouting, 
“Somebody painted my horse green, and I want to 
know who did it!”  Just then, a huge fellow, seven feet 
tall, two-hundred and eighty pounds of muscle, stood 
up and said in a gruff voice, “I did it! And what of it?”  
Quickly, the young cowboy rose to the occasion and 
responded, “Well, I just wanted you to know that the 
first coat is dry, and he is ready for the second coat”. 
 Now, that is what you call rising to the 
occasion.  And we can do it too.  During this holiday 
season, we don't have to let stress or issues get us 
down.  We can redeem our low moments and rise to 
the occasion, turning them into blessings.   
   God bless you, 

 Edd and Mary Pat  
 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
 “But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for 
all the people... Luke 2:10. 
 The angels brought good news to the world.  
Also, like the angels we can bring good news to the 
world through our Christmas offering. 
 Through our Christmas offering we can bring 
good news of Christ to our region of Alabama-
Northwest Florida.  One-hundred percent of this 
offering will stay in our Region to strengthen the work 
of Christ. 
 Your generous gift to the Christmas offering 
will bring good news throughout the coming year. 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION  

WORSHIP SERVICE 
Circle your calender for a Christmas Eve Worship 
service at First Christian.  There will be a 
Contemporary Worship Service at 7:00 pm.  The 
nursery will be open for this service.  There is also a 
traditional service at 11:00 pm. 
  

2012 BLESSING BOXES 
Thanks for showering thirty-two angels with blessings 
this month which have been picked up by the 
Salvation Army for delivery to the children.  The 
Outreach Mission plans to conduct another Blessing 
Box Campaign in 2012.  In anticipation of the 
campaign, please return your empty boxes to the 
Outreach table.  The tentative date for distributing 
boxes will be on Mother’s Day. Peggy Daniels 
Outreach Mission 

 

 
 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP SERVICE 175 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  85 

First Christian Church of Birmingham Carillon 
 It is with profound pleasure to have finally 
fulfilled one of the wishes of my grandfather, Arthur 
Thomas McWane, this week by helping (in my 
comparatively small way) to complete his vision of 
what the First Christian Church of Birmingham should 
become. After moving to Birmingham in the early part 
of the 20th century, he and my grandmother were 
major benefactors of our church and wished to see its 
fulfillment as one of the largest churches in our city. 
He was chairman of the building committee in the 
early 1950’s and one of my first lasting memories of 
him was after the morning worship service of 
February 7, 1954, when for the first time I saw him dig 
with a shovel at the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
new sanctuary in the vacant lot at the corner of 21st St 
and 7th Avenue North in downtown Birmingham. He 
died just seven months later before the downtown 
sanctuary was completed. I remember as a child 
playing with the model of the sanctuary he had had 
built in the basement of his house for many years 
after his death.  
 My parents, Thomas Tillett & Helen McWane 
Allison, wished to continue my grandparents’ support 
of the church and did so with service to it as well as 
financial gifts to the church and Hargis Retreat and 
eventually also to the building fund for the new 
Valleydale Road site. When my parents were in their 
80’s, it was their wish to give a lasting memorial to my 
grandparents by donating a proper bell tower in 
June,1997- just one year before my father’s death.  
 The bell system worked off and on over the 
next nine years, but the technology to control the 
music played on the bells cast in Belgium left 
something to be desired: the song list was very limited 
and the hymns played were not in the proper key 
many times for this arrangement of fifteen bells. The 
church at its present location is very susceptible to 
damage from electrical storms and so in 2006, these 
cast bells became silent due to concerns that they 
may have been contributing to losses sustained by 
the church from lightning. In 2006, technology allowed 
for playing of more music through an electronic 
carillon & speaker system which also had limitations 
and eventually became inoperative in early 2011. 
 After one of Reverend Edd Spencer’s many 
wonderful sermons three months ago, he asked me 
when the bells would become operational again; it 
was after this exchange that I discovered that 
technology had advanced adequately enough to 
again allow the activation of the wonderful bell system 
that the church was given by my parents without fear 
of significant damage to it or to the church.  
 These bells will now be allowed to help to 
continue to proclaim the word of Christ and in their 
small way bring more people to praise and honor Him 
and fulfill the wishes of my grandparents and parents. 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM HEAVEN! 
 
Thomas McWane Allison, MD 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, December 18 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9:00  Sunday School  
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment  
10:15   Worship Service – Holy Baptism 
10:30  Children's Worship & Wonder 
2:00  Bible Buddies Bowling Party  
4:30  Kool Kids meet at church/Christmas 
  party at the Cason's 
  Monday - Tuesday 
9:30 – 1:30  The Adventure Nook Preschool 

Monday, December 19 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
6:30   Staff Meeting 
6:30   Mission Council Christmas Party at 
  Hugh & Julie Henderson's 

Tuesday, December 20 
9:45  Adventure Nook Chapel 

Wednesday, December 21 
5:00  Chi Rho & CYF Christmas Party at 
  Elizabeth Miller's 

Thursday, December 22 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

Saturday, December 24 
7:00  Contemporary Christmas Eve  
  Communion Service 
11:00  Traditional Christmas Eve 
  Communion Service 

 
GRACE NOTES 

 
� Our prayers are with Frances Battles, Linda 

Cullum, Pat Deaton, and Carol Dutt.  
� Congratulations to Adam Powell and Maegan 

Loupe, who were married at First United Methodist 
Church on Saturday, December 10.  Adam is the 
son of Ed Powell. Adam and Maegan graduated 
with a Ph.D in PhysicalTherapy from UAB. 

� Congratulations to Laura Langley, who will 
graduate from the University of Alabama on 
December 17.  Laura will earn a BS with honors in 
Social Work.  We are proud of you, Laura! 

� Congratulations to Keith Henderson, who 
graduated from Auburn University on December 
12.  Keith graduated with a BS in Fisheries 
Management.  He has been accepted into the 
Masters program at Auburn to begin working on 
his Masters degree.  Well done Keith! 

� A comparison of the 2012 proposed budget with 
the 2011 budget is available on the table in the 
narthex. 

� Clayton Brammer has volunteered to unlock and 
greet at the door for Sunday School.   

� Every year we are blessed with end of the year 
gifts to our church.  If you can share an end of the 
year gift through a sale of stock or a special love 
gift from the blessings you have received, please 
contact the church office.  Thank you for your love, 
prayers, and support of the church. 

                                                   POSTAGE PAID 
     PERIODICAL 

             (UPS 0195-880) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

TIRED OF TURKEY? 
Why not surprise your family and guests with a 
delicious Boston Butt for the holidays? The CYF will 
be taking orders for Boston Butts beginning this 
Sunday. The delivery date is Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 
11:00 am at the church.  You may place your order at 
the same time you make a donation for Spread the 
Light. Both fund raisers will support our youth on this 
coming summers mission trip  to Lexinton, Ky. The 
cost is $30.00 for a 8-9 lb. Boston Butt.  As always 
thank you for your support. Merry Christmas from 
your CYF youth. 
 

 OUR COMMITMENTS 
First Christian is a great church.  It is made up of 
wonderful believers.  May we all join hands and 
hearts in a loving effort to do what Jesus asked us to 
do. If you have not yet had to opportunity to make 
your commitment, please mail it or bring it by the 
church office by this Sunday, December 18. 
Commitment cards and privacy envelopes are 
available in the narthex.Together we can demonstrate 
our love for Him who once proved His love for us. 

 
CHRISTMAS FOR THE STAFF 

Christmas time is the time for gifts of appreciation and 
love. During the season of Advent, we will have a 
decorated Christmas box in the narthex for you to 
place your gift for the staff of First Christian. Please 
note on your check that it is a gift for the church staff. 
You may also mail your gift to the church in care of 
Steve Pasky. Please remember our staff and all the 
many extras that they have done for us this year. We 
are fortunate to have them and appreciate their 
ministry to us. Thank you, Steve Pasky, Chair of the 
Personnel Committee 
 

YOUNG AT HEART 
December 21st at 12:00 pm 

Christmas will be here soon and what better way to 
celebrate the birth of Christ than to sing our hearts 
out, tell stories, and, most of all, have David Brasher 
at the piano making a joyful noise (music)?  You are 
invited to come and have a good time with the Young 
at Heart on December 21st at noon.  Lunch will begin 
at 12:00 pm.  We will party at the Bonds' house 
until...nap time, ha!  Please sign up and bring a friend 
and be ready for some Christmas joy.  See you in 
Chelsea.  OH yes, Jenny West will be helping with our 
lunch Yeah!  If we need the bus, it will be available to 
ride to Chelsea.  See you there!  Janet 
  

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, December 18

th
  

A Study of The Book of James   

  

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, December 18

th
  

The Lord Provides 

Genesis 22: 1 -2, 6-14 

 



ONE CARING PERSON MAKES A DIFFERENCE 
Think of a time in your life when the actions of a 
caring person made the difference.  That is what the 
Lord is asking you to do now through your financial 
commitment to the church – make the difference 
because you care. 

 

 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

This year our new members will light the Advent 
Candles.  May God bless the following new members 
of First Christian as they bring thelight of Advent with 
worship. 
Sunday, December 24 -  Bill Qualls &  
           Danielle  Alderson 

 
ADVENT WORSHIP 

Sunday, December 18 -  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
      Holy Baptism 
      Christmas Outreach Offering 
Saturday, December 24 -Christmas Eve Candlelight 
      Services:  
      7:00  Contemporary Worship 
      11:00 Traditional Worship  
Sunday, December 25 -  Christmas Sunday 
      Holy Baptism 
      Blessing of The Toys,  
      Christmas Outreach Offering 
      Worship at 9:00 am 
Please note that on Christmas Sunday there will be  
no Sunday school or Worship and Wonder.  Worship 
will begin at 9:00 am.  Don't worry about what you 
will wear to worship on Christmas Day.  Just come 
casual and put on your clothing of commitment and  
join with others on Christmas morning in a celebration  
of wonder and praise to the One born in Bethlehem  


