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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM YOUR STAFF 
 Ours is a God-visited planet.  We are 
celebrating that twenty-one centuries ago, God visited 
our planet earth in Jesus of Nazareth. 
 Because God has come to earth in Jesus we 
are saved, loved, accepted, and affirmed.  We have 
been declaired as Children of God through Jesus the 
Christ. 
 Let us rejoice in this good news of Christmas.  
May our hearts celebrate that we are all privileged to 
live on a God-visited planet. 
 Your church staff wish you all the best this 
Holy Season. 
 God bless you, and Merry Christmas 
 Mary Pat   Edd    Jan 
 David       Chris   Beth 
            Linda       Lloyd    Layla   Jennifer 

 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT  

COMMUNION SERVICE 
 On Christmas Eve we will have two worship 
services to celebrate the birth of Christ. 
 The first service is at 7:00 pm.  It will be a 
contemporary service that will be family and child 
friendly.  Edd will share the message focused around 
the meaning of the song “Twelve Days of Christmas”.  
George and Judy Dudley will be singing “Happy 
Birthday Jesus”, and Teanna Cason will play “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem” on the piano.  The nursury will be 
open for this service. 
 The second service will be a traditional 
service at 11:00 pm.  Mary Pat will share the message 
at this service. Also, Jan will sing “O Holy Night” with 
other Christmas carols and scriptures to be shared by 
the congregation. 
 Both services will have the worshippers 
walking forward to receive Holy Communion.  Also, 
they will both end with the congregation singing, 
“Silent Night” by candlelight. 
 Invite a friend to one of these wonderful 
worship services as we celebrate the birth of our 
Savior. 

  
OUR COMMITMENT 

 Our commitments are based on faith.  We 
may not begin with much faith, but we can get it along 
the way.  We can actually learn faith by practicing 
giving.  Why?  Because the more generous we are, 
the more we must trust God that what we have left is 
enough.  And the best news?  God is trustworthy.   
 By faith, our congregation is sharing financial 
commitments with Almighty God.  If you have not yet 
shared your faith commitment, please do so before 
the end of this year. 
 Thank you for giving.  May God continue to 
bless you, including with that finest of gifts, faith.   
  Sincerely, 
   Finance Council 

 

 

 

 
SHARING THE WORD ON NEW YEARS 

 We are blessed to have Russell Fountain 
share the Word on the first Sunday of 2012.  Russell 
has had many wonderful experiences in serving the 
Lord.  His experiences are listed below.  Come on 
Sunday, January 1 and be blessed by his message. 
 Russell is a Birmingham native who has 
served in ministry for twenty-two years. For eighteen 
years, he served in mission assisting churches in the 
United Kingdom, Nigeria, and India. While in England, 
he served as Minister for a Cambridge downtown 
church. While in Nigeria, he served as a Lecturer, 
Dean, and Provost (Head of College) of a +250 
student, degree granting theological college affiliated 
to Nigeria's Federal University of Calabar (one of 
West Africa's largest universities) and Nigeria's Rivers 
State College of Education. While pursuing a Ph.D. 
Divinity at New College, University of Edinburgh, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, he served as Tutor for two New 
College courses, as an Interim Minister in an 
Edinburgh downtown Church of Scotland parish 
church (the Parish Church of St. Andre and St. 
George), as an Interim Minister with our Disciples of 
Christ partners in the United Reformed Church 
(Augustine United Church), and as an Honorary 
United Reformed Church Chaplain to the University of 
Edinburgh Chaplaincy Center. In October 2011, 
Russell was granted standing as an ordained minister 
in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) by our 
Alabama-Northwest Florida Region. He is currently 
pursuing search and call within our denomination. 

 
END OF THE YEAR GIFT 

 Gifts come in many forms.  Things. Companionship. 
Fellowship. Laughter. Time. Love. Service. 
 At the end of the year we also have the opportunity 
to share a special gift to help with our shortage for the 
year.   
 If you have been especially blessed this year 
financially, please consider sharing an end of the year 
gift with your church. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 
 This year Christamas day is on a Sunday.  Come 
Christmas day and celebrate the birth of our Savior 
Jesus Christ.  Worship on Sunday, December 25 will 
begin at 9:00 am.  There will be no Sunday School or 
Worship and Wonder. 
 The service will have a warm and family feeling.  
Edd will bring a creative message.  Shirley Naylor will 
sing “Mary Did You Know”, the toys will be blessed 
and there will be a Holy Baptism. 
 Come, Sunday for a Birthday Celebration for our 
Savior.  The nursery will be open. 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, December 25 

Christmas Sunday 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

9:00  Worship Service – Holy Baptism 
  Monday, December 26 

Office Closed 
Thursday, December 29 

6:30  Kendall/Griffin Wedding Rehearsal 
Friday, December 30 

12:00 – 8:00 Kendall/Griffin Wedding Ceremony 
Next Sunday 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service 
10:30   Worship & Wonder 
 

GRACE NOTES 
� We celebrate with Mark Adams, who was baptized 

this past Sunday. 
� Our sympathy is express to Tiffany Horne and the 

entire Horne and Boyd families in the loss of 
Tiffany's brother, Jimmy Boyd. 

� The Horne and Boyd family want to express their 
sincere appreciation to our church family for all of 
our love and sharing during the loss of Jimmy. God 
Bless you members and friends of First Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). 

� Our Regional Minister John Mobley, wrote a book 
on his sabbatical.  Copies of his book are available 
in the narthex.  Consider buying one with an eight-
dollar donation to the region. 

� All children are encouraged to  bring their favorite 
toy to church this Sunday for a blessing. 

� Our prayers are with Jamye Mann. 
 

A WORD FROM YOUR PASTORS 
 For people caught up in the darkness of a 
fallen world, a Light has come.  It is the Light of the 
One born in Bethlehem who brings forgiveness and 
love. 
 Therefore, when darkness comes and we 
have neither the desire nor the energy to shine for 
Christ, may God help us to shine anyway. 
 When the Christmas decorations are returned 
to the attic or basement and the daily routine returns, 
may God help us to shine anyway. 
 When grief is ours and life seems unlivable, 
may God help us to shine anyway. 
 When we have sinned and prefer darkness to 
the Light of Christ, may God help us to shine anyway. 
 Praying and hoping this Christmas and New 
Year that in all situations and every moment of the 
day, God will help us to shine. 

Merry Christmas, 
Edd and Mary Pat  
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YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN 2012 
The following are some wonderful opportunities to 
serve our Lord at First Christian in 2012.  Please 
choose one and notify Scott Jackson, Steve Pasky, 
Edd or Mary Pat.  All members of First Christian are 
encouraged to serve as a member of a Mission. 
Worship Mission: Responsible for all Sunday morning 
worship services and special services such as 
Christmas and Easter. 
Education Mission: Responsible for Sunday school of 
all ages, youth work and the total education program 
of the church. 
Evangelism Mission: Responsible for bringing new 
members into the life of the church. 
Fellowship Mission: Responsible for providing a social 
life and fellowship activities for the church. 
Administration Mission: Responsible for the financial 
program, maintenance of property and general 
administration policies for the church. 
Outreach Mission: Responsible for giving to the needy 
within Birmingham and throughout the world. 
Membership Mission: Responsible for care and 
nurturing of church members.   
 

PLANNING FOR 2012? 
As you plan for the New Year, consider making a 
resolution to finalize your personal end-of-life plans.  
Rather than leaving difficult decisions for your 
bereaved loved ones to handle, make your own 
wishes known ahead of time.  Consider reserving a 
niche in the FCC Columbarium in our lovely outdoor 
worship center.  Hopefully you had an opportunity to 
attend one of our recent memorial inurnment services 
to witness how special our end of life ministry is at 
FCC.  To ask about our Columbarium and related end 
of life matters, please contact Jim or Ann Langley, Jim 
Baxter, or Clarissa Harms.  Reservations for a niche 
in our Columbarium can be made with Chris in the 
church office. 
 

 
CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

We will receive our Christmas outreach offering at our 
two Christmas Eve services and this Sunday, 
December 25. This offering will go to support the 
ministries of the Regional Church in Alabama and 
Northwest Florida. These ministries include: our youth 
at summer camps, new churches being formed, CMF 
and CWF ministries, and the ministry of John Mobley, 
our Regional Minister. All our gifts for the offering will 
stay in Alabama and Northwest Florida. 

 

 
 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP SERVICE 170 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 83  
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

 Eternal God, make this Christmas a happy 
one for Your people everywhere, not because of gifts 
given and received, but because of the Gift of Jesus 
given by You to us all. 
 At this time when we think so much of 
children, reminds us that we are Your children.  Keep 
us child-like in the simplicity of our trust in You and 
mature in the dedication of our lives to Your will. 
 We are thankful for the birth of Your Son who 
has come to stay with us. 
  In His precious Name,  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

THE LAST VISITOR OF THE YEAR 
Please remember we will not mail out a Visitor the last 
week in December, the 26th - 30th  as per our bulk mail 
permit.   This issue will be the last one for 2011.  
Thank you, the Church Office. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ONE CARING PERSON MAKES A DIFFERENCE 
Think of a time in your life when the actions of a 
caring person made the difference.  That is what the 
Lord is asking you to do now through your financial 
commitment to the church – make the difference 
because you care. 

 

 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

This year our new members will light the Advent 
Candles.  May God bless the following new members 
of First Christian as they bring thelight of Advent with 
worship. 
Sunday, December 24 -  Bill Qualls &  
           Danielle  Alderson 

 
ADVENT WORSHIP 

Sunday, December 18 -  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
      Holy Baptism 
      Christmas Outreach Offering 
Saturday, December 24 -Christmas Eve Candlelight 
      Services:  
      7:00  Contemporary Worship 
      11:00 Traditional Worship  
Sunday, December 25 -  Christmas Sunday 
      Holy Baptism 
      Blessing of The Toys,  
      Christmas Outreach Offering 
      Worship at 9:00 am 
Please note that on Christmas Sunday there will be  
no Sunday school or Worship and Wonder.  Worship 
will begin at 9:00 am.  Don't worry about what you 
will wear to worship on Christmas Day.  Just come 
casual and put on your clothing of commitment and  
join with others on Christmas morning in a celebration  
of wonder and praise to the One born in Bethlehem  


