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A WORD FROM YOUR PASTORS 
 I was visiting the Prayer Garden behind our 
Family Life Center with a friend and noticed a number 
of fallen trees in the woods below the garden.  As I 
was talking with my friend and noticing the trees, I 
remembered a thought that I had read recently. 
 When storms throw trees across our path, a 
true friend will lend his strength to haul the logs away.  
True Friends come equipped with chain saws and 
help us chop our obstacles like firewood and then 
strike a match to them. 
 I hope all of us are blessed with true friend 
that will be there for us during the difficult moments in 
our journey of life.  The face of a friend in the 
struggles of life reflects God's love and grace. 
 May God bless you and all your friends, 
   Edd & Mary Pat  

 
DIACONATE MEETING - Sunday, January 15 

A diaconate meeting for all deacons is scheduled for 
Sunday, January 15 in the sanctuary following 
morning worship.  The purpose will be to welcome the 
new deacon class of 2014, review serving procedures 
and to elect voting deacons for the Mission Council.  
The nursery will be open after church for those 
deacons who need childcare.   
 

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP  
January, 28 at 6:30 pm  

Men’s Fellowship is returning with a bang, and it’s not 
too early to mark those calendars. Our first meeting of 
the year is set for Monday, January 28, at 6:30 p.m. 
We are already lining up our speakers and our guests. 
You will not want to miss a single event. Invite your 
your friend, and your neighbor. We look forward to 
seeing all of you there. 

 
CHI RHO & CYF TO ATTEND  

RESURRECTION EVENT 
Our Chi Rho and CYF youth and their sponsors will 
participate in a youth event sponsored by the United 
Methodist Church in Gatlinburg, Tennessee over the 
MLK weekend. The event is called “Resurrection,” 
which is an annual event of worship and spiritual 
growth. Each year over 12,000 youth and their 
sponsors come together to celebrate the God of the 
Resurrection. Through inspirational words by 
nationally known speakers and music led by well-
known musicians, young people encounter the Lord in 
new and deeper ways. Resurrection gives evidence to 
the common experience of Jesus Christ’s Lordship 
that binds all believers. The youth come from all over 
the Eastern United States as well as many 
denominations. This year we have 14 youth attending. 
We will depart Saturday, January 14, at  5:00am and 
stay in cabins in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. We will 
return Monday, January 16 in the afternoon. 

 
SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP SERVICE  141  

 
 

A NEW YEAR'S GIFT 
 Our Regional Minister has written an 
inspirational book during his sabbatical.  The title of 
the book is Humility, Gratitude, and Generosity:  
Reflections on Abundant Living.  He shares that “ the 
reader will be helped to see the importance of these 
three qualities – humility, gratitude, and generosity – 
in developing the spiritual character that leads to the 
kind of abundant life Jesus wants for us.”  The 
emphasis upon these three particular qualities comes 
from the author's own reflections on the life and 
teaching of Jesus. 
 Copies of his book are available on the 
welcome table in the narthex.  A donation of $8.00 is 
requested toward the purchase of a book.  All 
proceeds go to the ministry of the Region. 
 Consider buying a book for the New Year.  John's 
thoughts can guide us toward an abundant life in 
2012.  His book is just another way to claim the 
promise of Jesus as recorded in the Gospel of John, 
“I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly”.  (John 10:10). 
 

Backpack Buddies Donations Needed 
As part of our Local Outreach efforts, we are 
Backpack Buddies for Vincent Elementary School. 
This national program is coordinated locally by 
Vineyard Family Services, and we are partnering with 
them to provide food and snacks to 28 children who 
do not have adequate food (or any food) over the 
weekend. You can help by donating any of the 
following items: 

  100% juice boxes (small sizes for elementary 
age school children); Fruit cups and applesauce (in 
individual packages); Granola bars/snack bars (not 
candy); Pop-top cans of pasta (e.g., ravioli, spaghetti, 
macaroni and cheese, etc.); Snack crackers (e.g., 
peanut butter crackers, cheese and crackers, etc.) 

  Pudding cups (ones that do not require 
refrigeration). 
  The foods need to be accessible for 
elementary school children to open without 
assistance. Please bring your donation to the big 
orange tub by the Outreach table in the narthex. If you 
would like more information about Backpack Buddies, 
please contact Charlotte Brammer or Sandy Hamilton. 

 
YOUNG AT HEART 

Wednesday, January 25 at 12:00 pm 
Do you know Rosie?  Rosie the Riveter will be our 
guest at Young at Heart, on January 25 at noon.   
Mark your calendars for fun with Rosie and food by 
Jenny.  See you!  Janet 

 

 
THE 2011 VISITOR 

If you would like to bind the 2011 Visitor in honor 
or memory of a loved one or friend, please 
contact Chris in the church office.  The cost is 
$35.00 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, January 15 

9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service 
10:30   Worship & Wonder 
11:15  Deacon Meeting 
5:00  Children and Youth Groups 
6:15  Snack Supper 

Monday – Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30 The Adventure Nook 

Monday, January 16 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
6:30   Elder Meeting 

 Tuesday, January 17 
9:45  Adventure Nook Chapel 
10:00  Women's Bible Study 
7:00  Elder Calls 

Wednesday, January 18 
6:30  Choir Practice 

Thursday, January 19 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
7:00  Women's Bible Study 

Friday, January 20 & Saturday, January 21 
     Chambless/Nail Wedding Rehearsal & Ceremony 

Sunday, January 22 
4:00  District II Gathering at Grace Christian 
  Church. (Registration at 3:30 pm). 

 
GRACE NOTES 

� Our sympathies are extended to Maegan and 
Adam Powell on the death of Maegan's father, 
Sylvain Loupe. 

� Dear Christian Friends, You brightened my holiday 
with the Christmas cards and visits.  The 
handmade angel was ever watchful over me.  I 
thank you for being so faithful to pray and 
remember me.  Love. Norma Baker 

    
THE TAN CIRCUS  

Come one, come all to the TAN Circus!  The circus 
will be held on Tuesday, January 31 at 12:30 pm.  
Mother's Day Out children will be spectators for this  
exciting event.  All parents, grandparents, and friends  
are invited to join us.  We are looking for some new  
ideas.  If you are interested in being our Master of  
Ceremonies, please call the TAN office at 991-9952.  
If you have any suggestions, please call us.  Thanks!  
 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, January 15

th
  

A Study of The Book of James   

                                                   

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, January 15

th
  

God Preserves a Remnant 

Genesis 45: 3-15 
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED   
 January, 2007, was a busy month at FCC. 
CYF youth traveled to the Tennessee mountains 
during the MLK, Jr. holiday weekend for a time of 
sightseeing, recreation and worship. The AL/NWFL 
region sponsored Youthtopia at Hargis Retreat for Chi 
Rho and CYF youth. The theme was "Friends", and 
the youth explored relationships from a Christian 
viewpoint. There was also a regional young adult 
retreat at Hargis in January with Amy Gopp from 
Week of Compassion as guest speaker. The theme 
was "Who Has Compassion These Days?". 
 There was an opportunity for couples to 
renew their wedding vows following worship on the 
Sunday before Valentine's Day. Couples gathered at 
the Lord's Table and shared special words of love and 
commitment. Wednesday night Lenten suppers and 
worship began February 28 and concluded on March 
28. Worship focused on the power of prayer and 
helped us discover new and refreshing ways to talk 
with God. 
 A regional Men's Retreat was held at Hargis 
the second weekend in March with the theme "Men 
Moving from the Back Pew to the Front Line". Rev. 
Arnold Nelson, president of Disciples Home Missions, 
was resource leader. CYF youth had an interesting 
"mystery trip" on March 11. They met at church at 
7:30 a.m. for communion and a brief worship service 
with Edd before driving to Mobile to see the Pompeii 
exhibit. They learned that Mt. Vesuvius erupted, killing 
more than 2,000 people and burying objects under 30 
feet of volcanic material for 17 centuries. During 
1709-1716, workmen, sinking a well at a monastery, 
discovered seats in the ancient Herculaneum Theatre. 
 John Lee joined our staff as organist in March. 
He graduated from Birmingham-Southern College 
with a degree in organ performance and from the 
Graduate School for Music of the University of 
Southern California. He served as organist at FCC in 
Whitttier, CA, for six years. John appreciated our 
great organ and the opportunity to be part of our 
church family. 
 The Ona Ruth CWF group had studied 
women of the Bible for a couple of years and put 
together a devotional and recipe book, "Grace is Not 
Just Another Woman". This book was made available 
to the congregation and was especially enjoyed 
during the Lenten season. 
 The Chancel Choir invited us to join them on 
Palm Sunday to travel the dusty roads of Galilee and 
the ancient streets of Jerusalem to trace the path to 
Calvary through the music of the Easter cantata, 
"Footprints in the Sand: A Journey to the Cross and 
Beyond", narrated by Kasey Fox. 
  
 
 


