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A WORD FROM YOUR PASTORS 
 What will the coming year hold for us?  We 
don't know what this year will hold for us.  Likely, we 
will experience grace and love along with pain and 
frustration.  We will see the darkness of life in its full 
strength.  But we will also see the light of Christ that 
shines through the darkness.  Let us hold onto His 
light this year.  We can face this year courageously, 
come what may, because we know that the light of 
Christ shines in the darkness, and the darkness will 
not overcome it!  Amen. 
 God Bless you, Edd & Mary Pat 

 
INSTALLATION SERVICE 

We will install the new church Officers, Mission 
Chairs, Mission Council members, Deacons, and 
Committee Chairs on Sunday, January 22 during 
morning worship.  We are blessed to have such great 
leadership at First Christian. 
 

ORIENTATION FOR VOLUNTEER READING 
PROGRAM AT INVERNESS  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Over the last 4 months eighteen of our members have 
been blessed to participate in the “Volunteer Reading 
Program” at Inverness Elementary School. Having a 
need for additional volunteers we plan an orientation 
session for new volunteers on Sunday, January 22 at 
11:30 in the Farkas room. 
 

DISTRICT II GATHERING 
All the Christian Churches in District II are having a 
meeting on Sunday, January 22 at 3:30 pm.  The 
meeting will take place at Grace Christian Church in 
Helena.  The program will be about learning about the 
issues of human trafficking close to home.  The 
speakers are Kelly Lewis and Tajuan McCarty of the 
Wellhouse in Birmingham.  There will be childcare 
available. 

 
YOUNG AT HEART 

Wednesday, January 25 at 12:00 pm 
Do you know Rosie?  Rosie the Riveter will be our 
guest at Young at Heart, on January 25 at noon.   
Mark your calendars for fun with Rosie and food by 
Jenny.  Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. 
See you!  Janet 

 
 MEN'S FELLOWSHIP  

Monday, January, 30 at 6:30 pm  
Great News!  Two of our elected officials have agreed 
to be our speakers this month.  Mary Sue McClurkin, 
our state representative, and Cam Ward, our state 
senator will be here on Monday, January 30, to give 
us an update on what we can expect from 
Montgomery this year.  Please sign up on the sheet in 
the narthex. 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP SERVICE 136 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  63 

 

THE RESULTS OF OUR GIVING 
 There are three results that stand out from the 
blessing of our giving to the Lord and His Church.  
The first result is that needs are met.  In our 
congregation the needs are met with the various local 
missions, and our missions around the world. 
 Every gift is important if it meets a need.  I 
wonder how many thousands of dollars have been 
given by members of our church during its many 
years of existence.  And with those dollars, I wonder 
how many lives have been changed here and around 
the world. 
 Another result from giving is that God is 
praised and glorified.  We want as many people as 
possible to praise our God, don't we?  Think about it: 
There are people praising God in Africa, in Europe, in 
the Middle East, and in Birmingham because of the 
gifts given by members of our church over the years.  
There are people in our sanctuary on Sunday morning 
who know Christ and are praising His name because 
others of you have faithfully supported this church 
with your time, your abilities, and your money. 
 The third result from our giving is that we 
ourselves are enriched in every way.  When we give 
generously so that the needs of the kingdom are met, 
God provides for us abundantly – just so we can keep 
on giving. 
  

BELL CHOIR 
Bell Choir will begin this week, Sunday, January 22 at 
3:00 pm in the choir room. We are excited that we 
now have four octaves of bells. We really would like to 
have at least fifteen ringers in our bell choir this year 
and we are in need of a few more people. So, if you 
have ever wanted to play an instrument or participate 
in music with your church, this is the place to be on 
Sunday afternoons. We will have a Bell Choir   
Sunday in May where we will be ringing the whole 
service. We invite you to come and join us in fun, 
fellowship, and worship because that is what happens 
in each of our meetings! You won't know how much 
you will enjoy it until you try it. Join Us! In Christ, Jan  
 

THE TAN CIRCUS  
Come one, come all to the TAN Circus!  The circus 
will be held on Tuesday, January 31 at 12:30 pm.   

 
 

You are cordially invited to a Bridal Tea 
honoring 

Sarah Elizabeth Tourville  
bride-elect of  

Kyle Brandon Taylor 
Saturday, January 28, 2012 

2:00 – 4:00 
First Christian Church 
4954 Valleydale Road 
Birmingham, AL 35242 

Given by Ona-Ruth Group 
Registered at: 

Dillard's and Bed, Bath & Beyond 



First Christian Church 

4954 Valleydale Road 

Birmingham, AL 35242 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, January 22 

9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service – Installation Service 
10:30   Worship & Wonder 
11:30  Orientation for Volunteer Readers  
3:30  District II Gathering at Grace Christian 
5:00  Children and Youth Groups 
6:15  Snack Supper 

Monday – Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30 The Adventure Nook 

Monday, January 23 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
6:30   Mission Council 

 Tuesday, January 24 
9:45  Adventure Nook Chapel 
10:00  Women's Bible Study 
7:00  Elder Calls 

Wednesday, January 25 
12:00  Young at Heart at church 
6:30  Choir Practice 

Thursday, January 27 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
7:00  Women's Bible Study 

Saturday, January 28 
2:00 – 4:00 Taylor/Tourville Wedding Tea 

 
GRACE NOTES 

� Our prayers are with Janet Clark, Carol Dutt, Pat 
Favorite, Nancy Huber, Jayme Mann, Katherine 
Mee, Cele Montgomery. 

� Our appreciation is expressed to all those who 
helped prepare the storage room for a new Food 
Pantry.  This new ministry will help bring hope and 
life to those who are in need in Shelby County. 
More information about the Food Pantry will be in 
future issues of the Visitor. 

� Appreciation is expressed to Jane Belcher, who 
keeps all the baptistry robes clean. 

� Thank you, Peggy Daniels, for your wonderful work 
with the Greeters. 

� Our first Mission Council meeting is Monday, 
January 23, at 6:30 pm. 

� Commitment cards and privacy envelopes are in 
the narthex for anyone considering making a 
pledge to the church. 

� Our Congratulations go to Rosamond Black, who 
will begin her new ministry of music at First 
Christian Church in Florence,  Alabama.  

 
    

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, January 22

nd
  

A Study of The Book of James                                              
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 
 The CYF and Chi Rho youth groups 
presented the Lord's Supper Tableau on Maundy 
Thursday in April, 2007. This was a re-enactment of 
Jesus' last night with His disciples in the Upper Room. 
The youth wore costumes made by Sandy Hamilton, 
Linda Heaton, Kathy Murphy and Donna Penn. They 
helped us learn about traditions of that time as the 
disciples broke bread with Jesus and shared the cup. 
This was our opportunity to have holy communion 
with Jesus and His disciples in the Upper Room.   
 Youth Sunday was observed on April 29 with 
the entire service led by Chi Rho and CYF youth. 
Several high school seniors spoke of their growing-up 
days at FCC and shared how their faith and the 
lessons learned would play a part in their future. That 
same afternoon there was a special worship service 
to mark the occasion when Jan Watts was set apart 
as one of God's ministers. At this time Jan officially 
accepted the call and responsibilities to the ministry of 
Jesus Christ and the church. The service was 
followed by a reception in Jan's honor in the Family 
Life Center. 
 We learned of the terrible tragedy at Virginia 
Tech University and grieved along with the rest of the 
nation when many college students and several 
professors were shot and killed. Our prayers and 
sympathy were with the survivors and the families 
who lost loved ones. A candlelight service was held in 
the sanctuary on May 2 to remember the tragedy at 
Virginia Tech and to seek the peace, love and power 
of God in a violent world. 
 High school graduating seniors were honored 
at a "This Is Your Life" program after worship the first 
Sunday in May. Later in the month the seniors had 
the opportunity to climb the ladder up to the roof of 
the Family Life Center and to have communion and a 
devotional moment as they looked out toward the 
horizon and the future that awaited them. 
 June began with Camp High Hopes, another 
opportunity for FCC to make a difference in the lives 
of these special campers. The 2007 theme was 
"Dancing with the Stars", and the campers really 
enjoyed dancing to Alan Ashman's rock, the Beatles' 
oldies, and the classic Southern music of the Pistons. 
 The Christian Motorcycle Association again 
entertained with rides, pins and t-shirts. Jim Langley, 
long time director, reported that the counselors had as 
much fun as the campers. 
 The personnel committee reported that 
organist John Lee was no longer on staff, and a 
search was under way for an organist/pianist.  
 
 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, January 22

nd
  

Joseph Transmits Abraham's Promise 

Genesis 50: 15-26 

 


