
     First Christian Visitor                  

“Where the Grace of God Awaits You.”    
visit us at : www.fcc-bhm.org or call us at: 991-5000 

VOLUME  4  NUMBER 10  MARCH 07, 2012 

A WORD FROM YOUR PASTORS 
The first Wednesday Night Lenten Worship Service 
was very special.  A great group of believers gathered 
in the Farkas Room to remember the Lord's Supper in 
the Upper Room.   
 There are many names for the Lord's Supper.  
The term “The Last Supper” is interesting.  It appears 
nowhere in the Scripture.  In a sense, it is appropriate 
for all the disciples because it was the last meal they 
would share with Jesus while He was in the flesh. 
 But we as Disciples of Christ in 2012, the 
communion which we remember would be better 
entitled, “The First Supper” for it is the first supper of 
the new covenant, God was establishing a new world.  
The God, who had become flesh and entered into the 
world, was now about to become Spirit and enter into 
our hearts. 
 And to think as Disciples of Christ we 
celebrate the new covenant of love every Sunday.  
Praise the Lord.  God bless, Edd & Mary  Pat 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

Lenten Suppers and Worship 
For the seventh year the Fellowship Mission and 
Worship Mission are sharing a special moment in the 
life of our church.  Every Wednesday night during 
Lent we will have the opportunity to gather in the 
Family Life Center at 5:45 pm for supper.  The 
Fellowship Mission will provide the meals with the 
cost being $5.00 for adults, $3.00 for children 4 – 11 
years, and children under 4 years are free.  Following 
the meal at 6:30 pm, we will have a thirty-minute 
Lenten Worship in the  Farkas Room.  The worship 
services this year focus around special places in 
Jerusalem in the last week of our Savior's life.  Edd 
and Mary Pat will serve as tour guides throughout the 
Holy City.  The tour will consist of the following: 
 Wednesday, March 14 - “Pilate's Palace” 
 Wednesday, March 21 - “The Via Dolorosa” 
 Wednesday, March 28 - “Golgotha” 
The meal and Lenten services have become a 
wonderful Lenten tradition at First Christian.  Our 
average attendance has been sixty-three people in 
the Farkas Room touched by the feeling of Christ's 
love in this Holy season.  Reservations for the meal 
can be made on the envelopes in the pews on 
Sunday mornings. If you can't come to the meal, 
please attend the Lenten worship service at 6:30 pm.  
The nursery will be open for childcare for the meal 
and the Lenten service.  Invite a friend! 
 

 
PASTOR'S CLASS 

All children, youth, and adults who want to be 
baptized are welcome to join the Pastor's Class.  In 
the class, participants will discuss the meaning of 
baptism, communion, the life of Jesus, the love God, 
and the joy of serving in the church.  The class will be 
led by Edd and will be in the Fireside Room at 4:30 
pm on Sunday, March 11, 18, and 25.  Baptism will be 
on Easter Sunday, April 8.  Contact Edd if you are 
interested in taking the class. 

 

 

BOSTON BUTTS 
The CYF youth will take orders on Sunday mornings 
for Boston Butts now through Monday, March 12

th
. 

They are $30.00 each and you may pick them up on 
Thursday, March 15

th
 at the church between noon - 

5:00 . Remember that you can enjoy them right away 
or freeze them for another occasion. They also make 
wonderful gifts. The proceeds of this fund raiser will 
go towards the CYF Mission trip to Lexington , 
Kentucky where our youth will participate in an inner 
city immersion experience sponsored by Maxwell 
Street Presbyterian Church. As always thank you for 
your support. Please tell your neighbors and friends 
about these delicious Boston Butts. 
 

 TWENTY-FOUR HOUR PRAYER VIGIL  
Thursday, April 5 –   Friday, April 6 

We are having a Twenty-Four Hour Prayer Vigil 
beginning at 9:00 pm on Thursday, April 5 and 
ending at 9:00 pm on Friday, April 6.  The Prayer 
Vigil will be in the sanctuary with each person 
praying at his/her special time.  A prayer chart 
consisting of 48 thirty-minute prayer periods is in 
the narthex.  During the Prayer Vigil, there will be 
material available for reflection and prayer.  There 
will also be security in the parking lot for those 
praying during the night hours.  Please sign up on 
the chart in the narthex.  And remember that the 
Prayer Vigil takes place in the sanctuary. 
 

YOUNG AT HEART 
We are blessed to have wonderful programs with the 
Young at Heart.  This past week the Young at Heart 
had a wonderful trip down to Petals of the Past.  
There, they received great information about plants 
and God's creation growing in Alabama.  The next 
program for Young At Heart is Thursday, March 15 at 
12:00 noon in the Farkas Room.  Our speakers will be 
Riva and Aisac Hirsch who are holocaust survivors.  
They will share their account of the terrible moment in 
the history of the world.  Both Riva and Aisac were 
stripped of their childhood because of Adolf Hitler's 
movement through Europe.  Sign up for the program 
on the chart in the narthex.   
 

OUTREACH NEWS 
First Christian was very generous in 2011 in reaching 
out to the needs of others in Birmingham and the 
world.  The following figures lift up our concerns of 
ministry to a fragmented world. 

 Local Outreach Total for the year  $26,641.12 
 World Outreach Total for the year $45,329.64 

            Total Outreach                               $71,970.76 
To date we have received $1,757.00 toward our Week 
of Compassion offering.  If you have not had the 
opportunity, please share in the offering.  A portion of 
this offering goes out to those in our country that have 
recently been devastated by the tornados.  Also, the 
food pantry is growing with the wonderful resources 
First Christian has shared during the past few weeks.  
Also, a new freezer has been placed in the food 
pantry.  Well done, good and faithful servants! 

http://www.fcc-bhm.org/
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, March 11 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service   
10:30   Worship & Wonder 
3:00   Bell Choir 
5:00   Youth/Children/Praise Kids 
6:15   Snack Supper 

 Monday – Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30 The Adventure Nook 

Monday, March 5 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

 Tuesday, March 6 
10:00  Women's Bible Study 
7:00  Elder Calls 

Wednesday, March 7 
5:45  Lenten Dinner 
6:30  Lenten Worship 
7:00  Choir Practice 
7:30  Cantata Practice 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Our congratulations is extended to J.C. Cason, who 
has been named to the 75

th
 annual NAIA National 

Basketball Tournament.  J.C was an All-American 
basketball player at Birmingham Southern.  He, along 
with sixty players and fifteen coaches were selected 
for the seventy-five member team.  Through the first 
seventy-four years,over thirty-five thousand players 
have played in more than two-thousand NAIA 
Tournament games, and he is among a very select 
group by being named to the 75

th
 Anniversary Team.  

J.C and the 75
th
 Anniversary Team will be recognized 

at half-time at the 75
th
 National Championship game.  

The game is Tuesday, March 20 at 7:00 pm live on 
CBS.  We are proud of you J.C! 
 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, March 11

th
  

A Study of Peter's Letters  

 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, March 11

th
   

    The Word Became Flesh 
John 1: 1-14 

                            

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP SERVICE   129 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   56 
WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICE 67   
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 
 Mary Pat invited those interested in learning 
about a new children's ministry to a luncheon at her 
home on September 13, 2008. Rev. Crystal McAliley 
shared how we can tell the wonderful Bible stories to 
our children and grandchildren in the fantastic ministry 
of Worship and Wonder. There were 23 interested 
persons at the luncheon, and they will participate in a 
weekend training session, conducted by Rev. 
McAliley, in November. 
 On October 5, World Communion Sunday, we 
received Holy Communion by coming forward to 
partake of the bread and cup. Following worship we 
enjoyed a potluck luncheon and a decorated/carved 
pumpkin contest.  
 The CYF youth began taking orders for Enjoy 
the City coupon books and for homemade soups. 
Buzz DeVore has been supervising and teaching the 
youth the "Fine Art of Cooking", so the soups were 
sure to be good. Proceeds were designated for the 
CYF mission trip fund. The youth also began selling 
olive wood products from the Holy Land to help with 
their planned trip next summer. The Young at Heart 
group went to Morgan Creek Winery in Harpersville 
on October 29. It was a beautiful fall day, and we sat 
outside to enjoy a delicious box lunch packed by 
Jenny West. After lunch there was an interesting tour 
of the winery and gift shop and also a bit of wine 
sampling. 
 Mary Pat and Edd felt the need of a time of 
prayer during the week because of the challenging 
times in which we live: weak economy, stress, family 
conflicts, war, job concerns and other personal issues. 
They planned to be in the sanctuary on Wednesday 
evenings for an hour October 29-December17. There 
was no order of service, just a time of prayer, 
reflection and sharing. 
 The Mission Council approved the design and 
cost for a new sign in front of the church on Valleydale 
Road. The sign will have a vandal proof message 
board and a beautiful lighted cross at the top of the 
sign. This was made possible by the Lauderdale 
family, given in memory of Bob Lauderdale. Bud Flora 
led the church in this project, Jeff Flora designed it, 
Dronnie Chandler will provide the crew to erect it, and 
Gary Franklin will provide direction for the lighting of 
the sign. 
 We enjoyed a Thanksgiving dinner after 
worship and after the annual congregational meeting 
on November 23.  
 Our church hosted a Diversity of Nativities 
December 5-7 with a display of nativities from all over 
the world. There were Waterford crystal nativities from 
Ireland, Swarovski from Europe, Lladro from Spain 
and others from the Vatican, Austria, Alaska, Haiti and 
Puerto Rico. The display even included Veggie Tales 
and Fisher Price nativities. 
 


