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MOTHER'S DAY 
Sunday, May 13 

 Sunday, May 13 is Mothers Day.  The worship 
service will focus on the joy of Motherhood. The 
children will share blessing boxes with all women of 
the church, there will be special music, and a sermon 
for Mother's Day 
 May the following prayer celebrate the 
blessings of this special day. 
 Holy God, whose labor gave birth to a 
universe, we give You thanks for those women 
through whom You brought us into this world, and for 
all the other women who have been Your instrument 
of love and nurture in our lives. 
 Thank you for the mothers who care for us 
when we were helpless infants, who gave us our first 
impressions of Your gracious love.  Thank you for the 
mothers who called us to take our first steps, just as 
You would later call us to walk in the way of faith.  
Thank you for the mothers of faith who first shared 
with us the truths of Your Word.  Thank you for the 
wise mothers who helped us overcome our fears.  For 
every parent who has raised a child, we are grateful. 
 We remember too those who have lost their 
mothers.  Speak tenderly to them Your Words of 
comfort and promise of eternal life.  Be present with 
mothers and children whose relationships are broken.  
Please bring together that which has been torn apart.  
Also, be especially near to those mothers who must 
raise their children alone.  Give them extra measures 
of stamina and humor. 
 God, in Your love, bless all the mothers of the 
world.  In Jesus' name, Amen. 
            
 

JAN'S SABBATICAL 
 I am excited about my Sabbatical this 
summer. I will be out of church from Monday, May 
28th until Monday, August 27th. Bill and I will be 
traveling to Salt Lake City, Utah, where I am being 
given the opportunity to sing with The Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir, one of the top choirs in our country. 
Then later, we will be going to Eureka Springs, 
Arkansas to see the foremost Passion Play that the 
USA has to offer. In fact, I understand it rivals the 
Passion Play in Germany except that it is in English! 
(So much more fulfilling when you can understand 
what everyone is saying.) 
 After that, we will be in either MI or PA at the 
largest Christian Musical Theatre in America for a 
back-stage tour of either "Joseph and His Multicolored 
Coat" or "Jonah and the Whale". So you can see why 
I am so excited about my Sabbatical! I expect to 
return to you in September rested and spiritually 
rejuvenated to start a wonderful new season of 
worship music. Thank you so much for this 
opportunity to refresh my spirit so that my spiritual 
journey with you, my congregation, will take on 
renewed excitement and freshness in the future. 
            In Christ,  Jan 
 

 
 

THANK YOU!  
FOR A WONDERFUL CHILDREN'S MUSICAL  

What a great message the children had on Sunday 
and what a wonderful job they did with the musical! I 
am so proud of all of them and how hard they worked 
and dedicated they were. Thanks to everyone who 
helped make it a success. Thanks to all you parents 
who got them to rehearsals and listened to lines and 
songs for the last few months. And, especially, thanks 
to the volunteer sponsors for the Cool Kids and Bible 
Buddies who were so helpful and flexible for the 
Praise Kids. Many thanks to Deb Carpenter and the 
Chi Rho who joined with the Praise Kids to present 
this musical for our worship service. Also, thanks to 
our mayor, Chip Watts, who only had a few days 
notice to step in and play that part. It is such a joy to 
have fellowship, fun, and worship with the children of 
our church. I am blessed that I am in the position to 
participate with them in their spiritual growth. 
     In Christ,  Jan 

HOLY BAPTISM 
The church celebrates three special days of worship – 
Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost.  The next special 
day of worship is Pentecost, which is the birthday of 
the church.  This is a wonderful day to renew your 
spirit and begin again in commitment to the Lord.  
Therefore, if you are an adult considering baptism for 
the first time or a recommitment to the Lord through 
baptism, consider being baptized on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 27.  Please contact Edd or Mary Pat  if 
you are interested in this act of worship and re-
dedication to the Lord. 
 

BLESSING BOXES 
This Sunday on Mothers Day our children will share 
with all the mothers in worship a blessing box.  The 
gifts received in the belssing boxes will be equally 
divided between the Salvation Army Angel Tree and 
the Carly Fund.  The blessing boxes are just another 
wonderful way First Christian reaches out to others. 
 

MIRACLE DAY 
Sunday, June 9 

Every year Disciples from the Christian Church in 
Alabama/Northwest Florida gather together to share 
in a miracle at a congregation in the region.   This 
year Dsciples will be together at Madison Christian 
Church in Madison, Alabama.  At Madison we will 
help bring new life to the church by refurbishing the 
church sign, build a new playground, new storage 
building, landscaping, pour sidewalk and two pads, 
clear property line and drain on north side of pond, 
painting, raise sink in bathroom, carpeting, lighting, 
frame and insulate the pastor's office.  Please contact 
Edd or Mary Pat if you are interested in helping. 
 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP SERVICE 148 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   72 

  
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, May 13th 

A Study of Peter's Letters  
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, May 13 

Mother's Day 
9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service – Celebration of our 
  Mothers  
10:30   Worship & Wonder 
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
3:00  Bell Choir 

Monday – Thursday 
9:30 -1:30 The Adventure Nook Preschool 

Monday, May 14 
7:00   Men's Bible Study   
10:00  Staff Meeting 
6:30  Elder Gathering 

 Tuesday, May 15 
9:45  The Adventure Nook Chapel 
10:00  Women's Bible Study 
7:00  Elder Calls 

Wednesday, May 16 
6:30  Choir & Bell Choir Practice 

 Thursday, May 17 
The Adventure Nook Breaks for Summer 

7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
7:00  Women's Bible Study  

Friday, May 18 
  TAN Teacher Work Day 

Saturday, May 19 
Sunset Walk on Ruffner Mountain 

 
GRACE NOTES 

� Our sympathy is extended to Linda Heaton 
and family in the loss of Mac Heaton. 

� Our sympathy is extended to Margaret Watts, 
in the loss of her mother, Gail Hurst. 

� Our sympathy is  extended to Tiffany Horne, in 
the loss of her grandmother. 

� Our thoughts are with Carl Flock who 
underwent By-Pass surgery Tuesday. 

� Our prayers are with Carol Dutt who 
underwent surgery on Monday. 

� Thank you, Young People, for a meaningful 
worship service on Youth Sunday. 

� A volunteer is needed to make coffee and 
serve refreshments on the mornings of the 
Sacred Harp Singing Convention on June 14, 
15, and 16.  Contact Edd if you can help. 

� On Monday, May 14 at 9:00 am, Inverness 
Elementary School will host a celebration for 
all the Volunteer Readers from First Christian 
Church.  Well done good and faithful servants 
of First Christian. 

� Congratulations to Lindsey Goff, who 
graduated from Loyola Law School on  
Saturday, May 12th. 
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 
 On the last Monday evening of September, 
2010, George Stewart, former director of the 
Birmingham Public Library, returned to speak to the 
men's group. Women were also invited to hear him 
pick up where he left off at his last visit, describing 
what our city was like in the early 20th century. 
 On October 3 we celebrated our 136th 
anniversary, Homecoming and World Communion 
Sunday. The words of communion were spoken in 
different languages to lift up the unity of Christ on this 
special day: Alyssa Lamb in Latin, Edith Carreras in 
Spanish, Cayla Corbin in French and Stacy Cason in 
sign language. After worship, the Fellowship Mission 
provided a great turkey dinner. 
 Scott Jackson spoke to the men's group about 
his service in Iraq on the last Monday in October. On 
the next evening, we were invited to enjoy the TAN 
Fall Festival. On Wednesday, the Young-at-Heart 
group met some of the well known biblical characters. 
The 5th Sunday potluck happened to be on 
Hallowe'en, so we were asked to bring a favorite dish 
and some Hallowe'en treats. This was the last potluck 
lunch for the year, and we appreciated all of the work 
that Mack Carpenter and the Fellowship Mission had 
done throughout the year. 
 On the evening of Veterans Day, we gathered 
in the sanctuary for a service of remembrance to 
honor those who have served our nation. This was a 
service of prayer, patriotic readings and the lighting of 
memorial candles for the five branches of the armed 
services. The service ended with a bugler playing 
“Taps”. 
 In November, the Young-at-Heart group visited 
Charlie and Cindy Thigpen's garden shop at Pepper 
Place. Charlie guided the group in creating holiday 
arrangements for our shut-ins. The group enjoyed 
lunch at the Fish Market. 
 Lighting the Advent candles this year were 
families who had moved to Alabama over the years: 
David and Linda Hamilton, Brice and Peggy 
Thornbury, Barry and Susan Storer, Russ and Pat 
Favorite, Clayton and Charlotte Brammer, and Jose' 
and Edith Carreras. 
 After worship on the first Sunday in 
December, an all-church Christmas dinner was held in 
the Family Life Center. After dinner, some members of 
the choir shared Christmas music, and Hugh 
Henderson led us in a moment of preparation for our 
commitment to the church in 2011. The following 
Sunday the choir presented the cantata, "O Holy 
Night". We heard the story of the Christ Child's birth 
through the perspectives of several different biblical 
characters: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Gabriel, and Mary and 
Joseph.  
  

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, May 13

th
  

The Good Shepherd 

John 10: 7-18 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRADITIONAL CAMPS 2012 
(All Camps Begin and End at 10:00 am) 

 
Discovery Camp - June  23-25, 2012 

For those who have completed 2nd or 3rd Grade 
Cost: $135.00 – after June 1st - $155.00 

Junior Camp – June 25-29, 2012 
For those who have completed 4th or 5th Grade 

Cost: $225.00 – after June 1st - $265.00 
CYF Conference -  June 25-29, 2012 

For those who have completed  
9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th Grade.  

Cost: $225.00 – after June 1st - $265.00 
Chi Rho Camp – June 25-29, 2012 

For those who have completed 6th, 7th, or 8th Grade 
Cost: $225.00 – after June 1st - $265.00  

ALL TRADITIONAL CAMPS WILL BE HELD AT 
YMCA CAMP CHANDLER.  FOR MORE 

INFORMATION ON CAMP CHANDLER, VISIT: 
www.campchandler.org 

 
THE CHURCH WILL PAY HALF THE CAMP FEE 


