
 A CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 

SUNDAY, MAY 20,  2012   

 
PRELUDE                                           “The Plan”  Samoht Semaj  
     
    
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES   Andrew Everling & Anna Eady 
 
                                                            
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Edd Spencer 
 
  
MUSICAL CALL TO WORSHIP   “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee” Tucker 

 Bell Choir 
 

*CALL TO FORGIVENESS                                 Rev. Edd Spencer 
 

  We have sinned this week, O Lord, in word, thought, and deed.  We have said things 
we ought not to have said and withheld praise when it should have been given.  We have had 
thoughts of which were unkind, and unholy, and we have failed to think the thoughts of love, peace, 
and righteousness Your Spirit would have given us.  We have been busy about many things that 
should not have occupied our time and have neglected to do things that would have served others 
and pleased You.  Therefore, we bow ourselves before You, and ask that Your grace and mercy may 
be upon us, to forgive our sins, heal our brokenness, and return us unto Your ways that are a 
blessing to Your Kingdom.   
 Pastor:   God's forgiveness is as everlasting as the ages.   
 People:   His mercy is as wide as the seas. 
 Pastor:  Surely He will forgive our sins.   
 People:  He will restore a right spirit within us.  Amen.   
           
*HYMN OF PRAISE                         “Wonderful Words of Life”  Red Hymnal No. 323   
 

*INVOCATION and LORD’S PRAYER and GLORIA PATRI                   Rev. Edd Spencer 
(Words to the Lord’s Prayer, Gloria Patri and Doxology are in the pews) 
  
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                                      Rev. Edd Spencer    
Children who are rising four years old through fourth grade will be dismissed to Children’s Worship & 
Wonder.   
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, and PENTECOST OFFERING   
 Call to Stewardship                                                                            Rev. Edd Spencer  
 Special Music Offering          “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” Krug 
        Bell Choir                                                                                               
 Doxology 
 Prayer of Dedication                                                                         Rev. Edd Spencer 
 
 
ANTHEM                                        “Before the Throne of God Above”                                   Raney 
                                                              Bell Choir & Choral Group   
                                                   
 
 PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Edd Spencer 
 
 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 Communion Hymn                     “We Are An Offering”            Purple Praise  No. 152  
  Invitation to Communion            Russell Fountain                              Prayer of Communion  
(This is the Lord’s Table.  All believers in Christ are invited.  As the emblems are passed, partake of the bread 
and hold the cup, offering your own prayer/meditation until after the congregational response.) 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: 
       (Taken from the New Testament:  First Corinthians 11:23-26) 
 
ELDER:   The Lord Jesus, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, broke it and said, “This is My Body which is given for you.” 
 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC                        “You Raise Me Up”                           Raney  

  Bell Choir     
                                                                                                                                

  ELDER:  In the same way also the cup, after supper saying, “This cup is the new covenant of My 
Blood. Do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 

 
CONGREGATION: As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
 
 

SCRIPTURE                                            Matthew 18: 21-35                        Rev. Mary Pat Spencer 
 
  
SERMON                                             “Seventy Times What?” Rev. Mary Pat Spencer 
 
 

*HYMN OF INVITATION                 “Softly and Tenderly” Red Hymnal No. 340 
 

                                                                     
*BENEDICTION                                                                                Rev. Mary Pat  Spencer 
 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE                       “Walk in the Light” Purple Praise  No. 155 
 

Walk in the light, loved in God's sight, 
thru the dark night, walk, walk in the light.    

 

Come take my hand; heal this scarred land;  
together we'll stand; come come take my hand.    

 

We're not alone, left on our own. 
Loved as God's own, we're, we're, not alone.  Walk in the Light 

     
 
*POSTLUDE                                      “Love Is the Theme!” Fisher    
  
 MOMENT OF PRAYER  Russell Fountain & Earl Strickland 

 

                                                     

  
 

 



LIFE IN OUR COMMUNITY THIS WEEK 

 

         SUNDAY, May 20 

 9:00 am                                          Sunday School 

 9:45 – 10:15 am Fellowship Moment 

 10:15 am Worship Service – Bell Choir Sunday 

 10:30 am Worship & Wonder 

 11:15 am Serving Elders meet for Prayer 

 11:30 am VBS Orientation and Training in the Farkas Room 

 11:30 am Ona-Ruth meet in the Fireside Room 

   MONDAY, May 21 

 7:00 am Men's Bible Study 

 10:00 am Staff Meeting 

  TUESDAY, May 22 

 10:00 am Women's Bible Study 

                  WEDNESDAY, May 23 

 6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 THURSDAY, May 24 

 7:00 pm Advocates Bible Study 

 7:00 pm Women's Bible Study 

      

   

    BELL CHOIR  

 

 Carolyn Goodall, Libby Carpenter, Deb Carpenter, Clarissa Harms, 

 Barbara Carpenter, Jakie Qualls, Donni Garrison, Andrew Brown, June Pryor, 

 Twila Tyree, Michelle Bohan-Brown, David Brasher. 
 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR BELL CHOIR SUBSTITUES 
 

 Pepper Edwards, Gary Franklin, Kim Lawrence. 
 

CHORAL GROUP  

 Left to right - Men: 

                    Bobby Browing, David Hamilton, Mack Carpenter, Don Wurner. 

 

 Left to right – Women: 

                    Judy Dudley, Aneda Chandler, Linda Browning. 
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Rev. Edd Spencer & Rev. Mary Pat Spencer 

Phone us at: 991-5000 

Visit us at: www.fcc-bhm.org 

Email us at: info@fcc-bhm.org  



IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 

 

IN GRATITUDE – Our gratitude is expressed to the Bell Choir today for the beautiful music that brings 
joy and life to worship.  We appreciate their hours of preparation and ministry in lifting up praise to the 
Lord through the music of the bells.  We are blessed because of them. 
 

PENTECOST - This Sunday, May 27 is Pentecost Sunday.  It was on the Jewish feast of Pentecost that 

Jesus' followers were given the gifts of power by the blessing of the Holy Spirit.  Thus the Church was born 

and it continues today.  Therefore, this Sunday we will celebrate the birth of the Church.  We will celebrate 

by wearing something red to Church which symbolized the fire of the Holy Spirit.  During the Fellowship 

Moment the Fellowship Mission will provide cupcakes and punch for the birthday of the Church.  And in 

worship the worship will include music of joy, a sermon on The Spirit and Holy Baptism.  Invite a friend to 

worship as we celebrate the birthday of the Church and the good news that Christ is Lord. 

 

IN REMEMBRANCE - Every Memorial Sunday, we light candles remembering those who have gone to 
be with the Lord.  On Sunday, May 27, we will light a candle for the following members of First Christian 
Church who have died since last Memorial Day.  We will light a candle for: Helen Chapman, Gordon 
Goodall, Marquita Sebastian, Mac Heaton, and Jane Davis Morgan.  We will also light a candle for family 
members and friends who are not members of our church and we will light candles for all the men and 
women who have died serving our country. 
                    

HOLY BAPTISM AND PENTECOST SUNDAY – Sunday, May 27 - The church celebrates three 

special days of worship – Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost.  The next special day of worship is Pentecost, 

which is the birthday of the church.  This is a wonderful day to renew your spirit and begin again in 

commitment to the Lord.  Therefore, if you are an adult considering baptism for the first time or a 

recommitment to the Lord through baptism, consider being baptized on Pentecost Sunday, May 27.  Please 

contact Edd or Mary Pat if you are interested.  

 

PENTECOST OFFERING - Each year the Pentecost Offering is taken in Christian Churches (Disciples 

of Christ) throughout the United States and Canada to support the planting of new churches. Gifts to the 

Pentecost Offering have allowed the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to reach more than 45,000 

people for Christ and train 1,300 individuals to start more than 730 new churches. One half of the gifts 

provided to the Pentecost Offering stays in the region where the donor lives and one half goes to Hope 

Partnership for Missional Transformation to fund the recruitment, assessment, training and coaching of new 

church pastors, spouses and core team members.  This year's offering, will be taken today and Sunday,  May 

27th. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ORIENTATION AND TRAINING TODAY at 11:30 am 
Today, immediately following worship we will have our VBS Orientation and Training for our volunteers.  
It will be held in the Farkas Room.  Lunch and child care will be provided. July 23 – 27 is when our VBS 
will take place and it will be here before we know it!  I would like to thank you for your willingness to serve 
in our VBS this year.  Mary Pat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS:  Rev. Edd Spencer & Rev. Mary Pat Spencer 

MUSIC MINISTER:  Rev. Jan Watts     

ORGANIST/PIANIST:  David Brasher 

ELDERS ON CALL:  Russell Fountain & Earl Strickland 

SERVING DIACONATE: Bobby Boyd, Faye Boyd, Clayton Brammer, Charlotte Brammer, 

   Cayla Corbin, Don Garrison, Susan Hales, David Hamilton,  

   Gary Howard, Sherri LaBeau, Alyssa Lamb, Nickey Rudd, and 

   Carole Rudd. 

PREPARERS:   Jack & Dotsy Kennedy 

SUNDAY SCHOOL GREETER:Clayton Brammer 

WORSHIP GREETERS (Door):  Gary Howard & Chuck McWilliams  

WORSHIP GREETER (Table):   Dotsy Kennedy 

WORSHIP & WONDER LESSON: Ascension 

  Storyteller: Julie Henderson; Greeter(s): Linda Hamilton & Cara Adams 

 

YOUNG-AT-HEART - Wednesday, May 30 - Young at Heart is going to smell the roses! Yes, we are 
taking the bus to the Birmingham Botanical Gardens on Wednesday, May 30th. Our guide will be Taylor 
Steele, son of Ruth Ann Steele. After our tour, lunch will be at the Gardens Cafe. Taylor has promised a 
sunny day (hopefully) and the roses have promised to be at their peak of beauty (true fact). Come have a fun 
day with us and sign up in the narthex, ready to go! Please be at church at 10:15 am if you plan to ride the 
bus. See you!  Janet. 

  

MIRACLE DAY - Sunday, June 9 - Every year Disciples from the Christian Church in 

Alabama/Northwest Florida gather together to share in a miracle at a congregation in the region.  This 

year Disciples will be together at Madison Christian Church in Madison, Alabama.  At Madison we will 

help bring new life to the church by refurbishing the church sign, build a new playground, new storage 

building, landscaping, pour sidewalk and two pads, clear property line and drain on north side of pond, 

painting, raise sink in bathroom, carpeting, lighting, frame and insulate the pastor's office.  Please 

contact Edd or Mary Pat if you are interested in helping. 

 

A PRAYER FOR ARMED FORCES DAY  

 Almighty and ever-loving God, we ask thy blessing this Armed Forces Day on our commander-in-

chief and all the men and women in uniform who serve on land, sea and air in defense of  our nation. 

“Their heroism and sacrifice are an inspiration to freedom-loving people everywhere.   

 We pray especially for all who are exposed to danger and peril.  Protect them from every enemy and 

enable them to serve nobly and courageously.   

 Embrace all those who have made the supreme sacrifice for freedom's cause.  May their souls be 

enshrined forever in glory and grateful remembrance.   

 Help us, O Lord, to remain a strong and dutiful people capable of overcoming every evil force 

which would deny to mankind their inalienable rights.    

 May the flame of selfless devotion to freedom and justice burn as brightly in our lives as when our 

nation was founded, that we may faithfully discharge our responsibilities to You and others. Amen. 

 

OUTSIDE THE CHURCH DOORS –  Our testimonies encourage people by giving them hope that 

great things can happen to them too!  

 


