
                    First Christian VisitorFirst Christian VisitorFirst Christian VisitorFirst Christian Visitor                 

“Where the Grace of God Awaits You.”    
visit us at : www.fcc-bhm.org or call us at: 991-5000 

VOLUME  4  NUMBER 21  MAY 22, 2012 

PENTECOST  
 This Sunday, May 27, is Pentecost Sunday.  It 
was on the Jewish feast of Pentecost that Jesus' 
followers were given the gifts of power by the blessing 
of the Holy Spirit.  Thus, the Church was born and it 
continues today. 
 Therefore, this Sunday we will celebrate the 
birth of the church.  We will celebrate by wearing 
something red to Church which symbolized the fire of 
the Holy Spirit.  During the Fellowship Moment, the 
Fellowship Mission will provide cupcakes and punch 
for the birthday of the Church.  And the worship will 
include music of joy and a sermon on The Spirit and 
Holy Baptism.  Invite a friend to worship as we 
celebrate the birthday of the Church and the good 
news that Christ is Lord. 

 
IN REMEMBRANCE 

 Every Memorial Sunday, we light candles 
remembering those who have gone to be with the 
Lord.  On Sunday, May 27, we will light a candle for 
the following members of First Christian Church who 
have died since last Memorial Day.  We will light a 
candle for: Helen Chapman, Gordon Goodall, 
Marquita Sebastian, Mac Heaton, and Jane Davis 
Morgan. 
 We will also light a candle for family members 
and friends who are not members of our church, and 
we will light candles for all the men and women who 
have died serving our country. 
 

PENTECOST OFFERING 
 Each year the Pentecost Offering is taken in 
Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) throughout 
the United States and Canada to support the planting 
of new churches. Gifts to the Pentecost Offering have 
allowed the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to 
reach more than 45,000 people for Christ and train 
1,300 individuals to start more than 730 new 
churches.  This year's offering, will be taken Sunday 
May 27th. 
 

MIRACLE DAY - Sunday, June 9 
Every year Disciples from the Christian Church in 
Alabama/Northwest Florida gather together to share 
in a miracle at a congregation in the region.  This year 
Disciples will be together at Madison Christian Church 
in Madison, Alabama.  At Madison we will help bring 
new life to the church by refurbishing the church sign, 
building a new playground, adding a new storage 
building, landscaping, pouring sidewalk and new 
pads, clearing the property line and draining the north 
side of the pond, painting, raising the sink in kitchen, 
carpeting, installing carpet and lighting, and framing  
and insulating the pastor's office.  Please contact Edd 
or Mary Pat if you are interested in helping. 
 
 

SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP SERVICE  135 

  

  
 
 

YOUNG-AT-HEART - Wednesday, May 30 
Young-at-Heart is going to smell the roses! Yes, we 
are taking the bus to the Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens on Wednesday, May 30th. Our guide will be 
Taylor Steele, son of Ruth Ann Steele. After our tour, 
lunch will be at the Gardens Cafe. Taylor has 
promised a sunny day (hopefully), and the roses have 
promised to be at their peak of beauty (true fact). 
Come have a fun day with us and sign up in the 
narthex, ready to go! Please be at church at 10:15 am 
if you plan to ride the bus. See you!  Janet. 
 

COMMISSIONING OF CYF TO LEXINGTON, KY 
Sunday, June 3rd 

Please join us on Sunday, June 3rd as we commission 
our CYF youth group.  Come and share in this special 
worship service as the youth prepare to journey to 
Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church, Lexington, 
Kentucky on Friday, June 8th returning on Saturday, 
June 16.  While there, they will be helping with 
various inner city ministries.  They will learn much. 
Our mission trips are not just educational but 
inspirational.  Please join us on Sunday, June 3, and 
share with them your support and encouragement.    
                             

COLUMBARIUM 
Pentecost is the birthday of the Christian church.  For 
centuries, churches have provided a final resting 
place for deceased members of the Christian 
community. But today limited land, laws and 
regulations, and ever-escalating funeral costs often 
prohibit that sort of burial. In recent years, cremation 
with inurnment of the ashes has become much more 
commonplace. In this way, the remains of the 
deceased can remain at the church that played an 
important role in his/her earthly life.  Here at FCC, we 
are fortunate to have an end-of-life ministry in addition 
to our many other wonderful programs and ministries. 
Our FCC Columbarium is not a cemetery.  It is an 
important extension of our place of worship.  Adjacent 
to our beautiful outdoor worship center, our 
Columbarium enables us to remember and celebrate 
the lives of beloved family members after we have 
returned them to God.  You can give no greater gift to 
your family than to make your own end-of-life plans so 
your loved ones won’t have to make decisions on your 
behalf in a time of profound grief.  To get information 
about end-of-life planning and the FCC Columbarium, 
contact Jim or Ann Langley, Clarissa Harms, Jim 
Baxter or Jack Kennedy.  

 
BRASHER LOVE GIFT – CAR FUND 

On Sunday, May 13th, David's car caught fire and 
burned when he was traveling from home to morning 
worship.  In response to many who have requested 
the opportunity to help David replace his car, a fund 
has been established for your love gifts.  If you'd like 
to participate, make a check payable to First Christian 
Church and write “Brasher Love Gift” on the memo 
line.  The fund will remain open to receive your gifts 
through June 10th.  Please ask questions to Edd 
Spencer or Libby Carpenter.  
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, May 27 

Memorial Sunday & Pentecost Sunday 
9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service – Pentecost Offering 
   and Lighting of Memorial Candles  
10:30   Children's Worship & Wonder 
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 

  Monday, May 28 
Office Closed  

 Tuesday, May 29 
10:00  Women's Bible Study 

Wednesday, May 30 
10:15  Young at Heart-Botanical Gardens 
6:30  Choir Practice 

 Thursday, May 31 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
7:00  Women's Bible Study 

Friday, June 1 – Saturday, June 2 
  Camp High Hopes 

 
GRACE NOTES 

� Our prayers are with Carl Flock, Carol Dutt, 
Cayla Corbin, and George Dudley.   

� Dear Backpack Buddies Sponsor Team, There 
are no words to explain how much your 
generosity is appreciated.  It is hard working in 
a situation where so many children are in 
need, but your support makes our job so 
rewarding!  The students here at Vincent have 
such kinds hearts and are so precious! They 
face a great deal of challenges and do not 
often have support and resources to reach 
their full potential.  When they enter the doors 
to the school, we want to give them everything 
they need to support their healthy 
development.  You all make this possible!  Our 
students who receive their food bags are 
always so excited on Friday to see me with 
their bags.  It is obvious this service is needed 
and so greatly appreciated by the children and 
their families.  I wish you were able to see 
their faces and hear how the extra food has 
had such a positive impact!  Thank you so 
much for everything you have done for our 
school, community, and children. We are 
Blessed!  Sincerely, Angela and Heather on 
behalf of Vincent Elementary School. 

� Our sympathy goes out to Mike Mee and family 
in the loss of his brother, Carl Mee.   

� Congratulations to Sarah Elizabeth O'Sheilds 
who graduated from the University of Alabama 
and to Pattie Lane Reithmaier who graduated 
from the University of North Alabama.  These 
two graduates are also the granddaughters of 
Carolyn Goodall.  

� Contact Jim Langley if you are able to help 
with Camp High Hopes – June 1st and 2nd 
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� Congratulations to Emily Lane Goodall and 

Stephanie LaBeau who are on the Chelsea 
Hornets girls soccer team.  They won the 
Class 5A State Championship.  Stephanie is a 
junior and made the assist for the winning 
goal.  Emily is a senior and will be graduating 
from Chelsea High School next week.  She is 
the granddaughter of Carolyn Goodall. 
          CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 

 There were two worship services on Christmas 
Eve, 2010, to celebrate the birth of Christ. During the 
early service, the Kids Praise group shared a Christmas 
musical, "Aaron, the Allergic Shepherd". This was the 
story of a little shepherd boy who was allergic to sheep 
and the lesson he learned on that long ago special night. 
The second service was the traditional candlelight 
communion service. 
 On Sunday, December 26, children were asked 
to bring a favorite Christmas toy to be blessed during the 
children's moment. This was also College Recognition 
Sunday and the young people led us in worship. Hannah 
Harms brought the morning message and Keith 
Henderson, Emma Harms, and Andrew Burdette served 
as worship leaders. It was a blessing to have 19 college 
students. 
 Mary Pat and Edd accompanied 19 of our youth 
and their sponsors on their trip to Gatlinburg in January, 
2011, for the Resurrection Event sponsored by the 
United Methodist Church. They enjoyed dynamic 
speakers, drama, contemporary Christian music and 
worship. The Chi Rho and CYF youth also agreed to 
adopt a teenager in India, Manoj Munda, for $38.00 a 
month. 
 On February 18-19, our church hosted "What 
If?....", a Regional Transformation Event. What if the 
church really was a movement for wholeness in a 
fragmented world? And what if the church really did 
practice inviting all to the Lord's Table as He has invited 
us? Worship began on Friday evening with guest 
minister Rev. Todd Adams, Associate General Minister 
and Vice President of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). Our Praise Kids sang and signed for us, and Chi 
Rho and CYF youth shared the communion meditation. 
Deb Carpenter shared the scripture in story, and Stacy 
Cason signed, "I Can Only Imagine" as part of the 
communion meditation. There were eight interesting 
workshops held on Saturday, and each person attending 
could sign up for three. Our own Rev. Lesleigh 
Carmichael led two sessions on Youth Ministry "Outside 
the Box". Lesleigh also brought the morning message 
during Sunday worship. John Mobley was honored with 
a love gift at the Transformation Event in appreciation for 
his 15 years as our regional minister. We also celebrated 
his ministry with a cake at the noon meal on Saturday. 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, May 27

th
  

The Way, the Truth, and the Life  John 14: 1-14 

          
          CHRISTIAN COMRADES  SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, May 27
th

  

A Study of Peter's Letters  


