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A WORD FROM OUR PASTORS 
 Jesus knew what  rejection felt like.  When He 
preached His first sermon in His hometown of 
Nazareth, things went well in the beginning.  But after 
He was finished, the people ran Him out of town.  
They even tried to run Him off a cliff, but He managed 
to escape.  He knew how to accept rejection and 
move on.  When faced with opposition, He went to 
another village and preached there.  He did not just 
say, “I quit”. 
 While the rejections we experience are not as 
intense as the ones Jesus had to face, each of us has 
to decide what we are going to do with the rejections 
that come to us.  We have to move on.  And when we 
do, we are folowing Jesus, whether we know it or not. 

God bless, Edd & Mary Pat 
                              

MIRACLE DAY - Sunday, June 9 
Every year Disciples from the Christian Church in 
Alabama/Northwest Florida gather together to share 
in a miracle at a congregation in the region.  This year 
Disciples will be together at Madison Christian Church 
in Madison, Alabama.  At Madison we will help bring 
new life to the church by refurbishing the church sign, 
build a new playground, new storage building, 
landscaping, pour sidewalk and two pads, clear 
property line and drain on north side of pond, 
painting, raise sink in bathroom, carpeting, lighting, 
frame and insulate the pastor's office.  Please contact 
Edd or Mary Pat if you are interested in helping. 
 

COLUMBARIUM 
Pentecost is the birthday of the Christian church.  For 
centuries, churches have provided a final resting 
place for deceased members of the Christian 
community. But today limited land, laws and 
regulations, and ever-escalating funeral costs often 
prohibit that sort of burial. In recent years, cremation 
with inurnment of the ashes has become much more 
commonplace. In this way, the remains of the 
deceased can remain at the church that played an 
important role in his/her earthly life.  Here at FCC we 
are fortunate to have an end-of-life ministry in addition 
to our many other wonderful programs and ministries. 
Our FCC Columbarium is not a cemetery.  It is an 
important extension of our place of worship.  Adjacent 
to our beautiful outdoor worship center, our 
Columbarium enables us to remember and celebrate 
the lives of beloved family members after we have 
returned them to God.  You can give no greater gift to 
your family than to make your own end-of-life plans so 
your loved ones won’t have to make decisions on your 
behalf in a time of profound grief.  To get information 
about end of life planning and the FCC Columbarium, 
contact Jim or Ann Langley, Clarissa Harms, Jim 
Baxter or Jack Kennedy.  
 

MULCH PARTY 
Tuesday, June 5 at 6:30 pm is a Mulch Party at First 
Christian.  We will spread mulch in our gardens 
around the church and the Prayer Garden.  It is called 
a party because we celebrate the opportunity of 
working together to add beauty to the Lord's Church.  
Come and bring a rake. 

COMMISSIONING OF CYF TO LEXINGTON, KY 
Sunday, June 3rd 

Please join us on Sunday, June 3rd as we commission 
our CYF youth group.  Come and share in this special 
worship service as the youth prepare to journey to 
Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church, Lexington, 
Kentucky on Friday, June 8th returning on Saturday, 
June 16.  While there, they will be helping with 
various inner city ministries.  They will learn much.  
Our mission trips are not just educational but 
inspirational.  Please join us on Sunday, June 3, and 
share with them your support and encouragement.    

 
ANNOUNCING:  “LOVING WELL”  

Ladies Summer Retreat 
Some people are a joy to love, some are difficult to 
love, and we all have to deal with some people who 
are humanly impossible to love. In all those 
relationships one truth endures: We will never be able 
to love others well until we have been loved well. And 
only God can ultimately give us the complete love we 
so desperately need.  Come along with us to a Ladies 
Summer Retreat for a journey toward LOVING WELL. 
The cost is $215.00, which includes 2 night’s 
accommodation and 6 meals, journal, and tote bag. 
For those who wish to commute, the commuter rate is 
$135, which includes 6 meals, journal, and tote bag. 

Retreat Date: July 18-20, 2012   
Place: Alabama 4-H Conference Center,  

Columbiana, AL.  
Please contact Janet Clark for registration and further 
details.991-7280(h),903-7736(c). Registration begins 
June 3. Deadline is June 14.Janet Clark 

 
 BRASHER LOVE GIFT – CAR FUND 

On Sunday, May 13th, David's car caught fire and 
burned when he was traveling from home to morning 
worship.  In response to many who have requested 
the opportunity to help David replace his car, a fund 
has been established for your love gifts.  If you'd like 
to participate, make a check payable to First Christian 
Church and write “Brasher Love Gift” on the memo 
line.  The fund will remain open to receive your gifts 
through June 10th.  Please ask questions to Edd 
Spencer or Libby Carpenter.  
 

 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, June 3rd 

Rules for Just Living  

Exodus 23:1-9 

  

 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, June 3rd 

A Study of Peter's Letters  

 
SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP SERVICE 108  
SUNDAY SCHOOL  61 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, June 3 

9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service – CYF   
  Commissioned to Lexington, Kentucky 
10:30   Children's Worship & Wonder 
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
6:00                 CYF dinner  

  Monday, June 4 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

Tuesday, June 5 
6:30  Mulch Party 

Wednesday, June 6 
6:30  Choir Practice 

 Thursday, June 7 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

Friday, June 8 – Saturday, June 16 
CYF Mission Trip to Maxwell Street  

Presbyterian Church, Lexington, Kentucky 
Saturday, June 9 

Miracle Day at Madison Christian Church 
Madison, Alabama 

 
GRACE NOTES 

� Our prayers are with Carl Flock, Carol Dutt, 
George Dudley, and Jean Nicholson.  

� What a support system we are blessed with 
here at FCC. The prayers, visits, cards, emails 
and phone calls from my pastors, elders, 
brothers and sisters have carried me through 
surgery and on down the recovery road. My 
progress is way ahead of the curve, and it is 
because of the Lord's touch, guided by His 
love as expressed through you. Thank you, 
Thank you, Thank you! Blessings to all of my 
church family, George Dudley 

� Seventeen hikers from First Christian walked 
out to enjoy a beautiful sunset at Ruffner 
Mountain on Saturday, May 18th.  Afterwards 
we had a fantastic dinner at Olive Garden.   

� A Volunteer is needed every Tuesday morning 
at 10:30 am to take the Visitor downtown to 
the Post Office.  Please contact Edd.  

� Charlotte Brammer is helping Edd with the 
organization and writing of his book Trailside 
Altars. 

� Our joy is with Jenny Long who was baptized 
this past Sunday.  

� Good News! Bob Franz a former interim 
minister will share the sermon at the 
Homecoming Celebration on October 7. 

� Camp High Hopes is this weekend June, 1 
and 2 at Hargis.  Come out and enjoy 
moments with special need adults. 

� Our prayers are with Jan as she begins her 
Sabbatical. 
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 
 The Ash Wednesday, 2011, service featured 
special music, a meditation on "A Return to the Holy 
City", and a time to walk forward to receive the mark 
of the cross on our foreheads. There was a Lenten 
supper and brief worship service every Wednesday 
evening during Lent. On Maundy Thursday evening 
we celebrated the Old Testament Passover Seder 
followed by the New Testament Lord's Supper. 
 Offering dates for Week of Compassion were 
extended because of the great need throughout the 
world: massive earthquake and tsunami in Japan, 
earthquake in New Zealand, flooding in Brazil, 
Columbia and Australia, assisting Libyan refugees 
who escaped into Tunisia, and aiding storm victims in 
Kentucky and Missouri. All of these were in addition to 
ongoing disaster relief programs in several African 
countries. 
 The Young at Heart group was privileged to 
have Plato Papajohn as guest speaker in March. 
Plato, an immigrant from the island of Evia, survived a 
childhood shattered by two wars. He served our 
nation in the Korean conflict. He is well known in the 
produce business and now also as an author and 
inspiring speaker. 
 The chancel choir presented a beautiful 
Easter cantata on Palm Sunday, "I Know My 
Redeemer Lives". This was the telling of Jesus' death 
and resurrection in words and music. The risen Lord 
was also celebrated in word and song at the beautiful 
sunrise service at the Retreat, which was followed by 
breakfast in the dining hall. The handbell choir 
celebrated the joy of resurrection at worship in the 
sanctuary. 
 We were saddened by the tragedy of death 
and destruction caused by the terrible tornadoes that 
swept across Alabama on April 27. Our church was 
designated a collection site for the 280 corridor and 
members volunteered to staff the donation site each 
day. We brought items for basic needs: tarps, 
hammers, nails, work gloves, plastic tubs, water, non-
perishable food, hand sanitizer, towels and personal 
hygiene items. We also gave our offering for disaster 
relief through Week of Compassion and the Red 
Cross. Charles Daniels and Jerry Wallace were 
appointed coordinators of tornado relief. Other 
members of the relief volunteer staff were Charlotte 
Brammer, Peggy Daniels, Bob Smith, Beverly Baxter 
and Rita Wallace. 
 Cece Roberts ended her eleven year ministry 
to our church in May. She was recognized in morning 
worship on the 15th and honored with a luncheon in 
the Farkas Room on the 17th. Cece was an important 
part of our church family for many years and will be 
missed. Our prayers and blessings go with her. 

 
  
 


