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WELCOME 
We’re delighted you’re here today, and we hope you’ll find this to be a meaningful 
time of worship with a vibrant community of faith.   
 

NEW HERE?  

If today is your first time visiting at First Christian Church,  please be sure to stop by 
the welcome table near the front doors so that we can give you a small gift to thank 
you for worshipping with us. 
 

CONNECTION CARDS  

We ask everyone to take a few moments during worship to fill out the Connection 
Card included in this bulletin.  You may place your card in the offering when it is   
received. 
 

WORSHIPPING WITH CHILDREN  

Children age 3K through fourth grade are encouraged to participate in Worship and 
Wonder, a special worship and education experience designed just for them.  Young 
people may leave the service for Worship and Wonder following “A Time for       
Children.”  Of course,  children of all ages are welcome to participate in morning 
worship, and childcare for infants and toddlers is available in the church nursery for 
all or part of the service.  Worship bags with activity sheets, crayons, and children’s 
bulletins are available in the narthex.     
 

WAYS TO GIVE  

Thank you for investing your gifts in the mission and ministry of 
First Christian Church.  Your act of worship through giving is ap-
preciated.  You can give in person by cash or check, or online by 
visiting www.fcc-bhm.org/give or by scanning the QR code 
to the right with your smart phone.  You may also contact the 
church office to learn more about automated giving. 
 

GET IN TOUCH 

fcc-bhm.org  |  info@fcc-bhm.org 

office: 205-991-5000  |  clergy on call: 205-295-6708 

NEW SERMON SERIES: JANUARY 2018 
 

In Jesus Christ we are given a new life and a new beginning.  In Jesus’         
resurrection, we receive the gift of another chance.  Where in your life do 
you need a reset?  What will it look like to start over again?  Together we will 
take a closer look at some of the people in scripture who have been given a 
fresh start, and how we can learn from their experience. 



THIS WEEK  
 Today, December 24 
  10:15 AM Worship  
   5:00 PM Family Christmas Eve Service 
 11:00 PM Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
     (poinsettias may be picked up following evening services)   

 Monday, December 25 
   Christmas Day 
   Office Closed through January 1 
   

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION 

 Make worship a part of your Christmas tradition, and join us tonight for Candlelight 
 Communion at 5 PM or 11 PM. 
 

 Our 5 PM service will be especially family oriented, with children and youth present-
 ing a simple Christmas pageant. Any child who would like to participate should arrive 
 at 4:30 to pick out a costume. NO REHEARSAL will be required, and ALL children 
 are welcome.  The 11 PM service will be a more traditional service of lessons and   
 carols.  Both services will feature the Good News of Christmas in scripture and song, 
 concluding with communion, candlelight, and the singing of Silent Night. 
 
 Join us on this holiest of nights to welcome the Christ child into our world and into 
 our hearts! 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING FOR VINCENT ELEMENTARY 

 One of the best things about this special time of year is that we all intentionally 
 acknowledge and express gratitude for our many blessings by giving generously to oth-
 ers.  And perhaps, more acutely than at other times of the year, we are aware of how 
 many people are less fortunate than we are.   
 

 At Vincent Elementary School, just a few miles southeast of us in Shelby County, 70% 
 of the students live in poverty and unstable home situations. These children often de
 pend on the meals they receive at school for their daily sustenance. For several 
 years First Christian has dedicated our Christmas Eve offerings to our Backpack Buddy 
 Bags Ministry, a program through which we send food home each weekend with 40 
 VES children to help ensure that when the kids return to school Monday morning they 
 won’t be too hungry to learn. 
 

 Our Backpack Buddy Bags Ministry costs about $40 per child per month.  Your 
 Christmas Eve offering will help us continue to nourish hungry children in our com
 munity.  Thank you for giving generously.  

 

We Gather Before God 

 

Words of Welcome  Rev. Troy Tatum 
 
Prelude Carol of the Bells Ukrainian Christmas Carol 
 
Call to Worship  Rev. Robin Blakemore 
  Sung Response (to GREENSLEEVES) 

This, this is the world God loved, so much he gave his son to us 
Come, come, and see anew the sacred ground where we’re standing 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath  Hubert & Virginia Nall 
  
*Hymn of Praise  Angels, from the Realms of Glory  Red Hymnal No. 149 
   
*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer  Rev. Troy Tatum 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
 bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
 is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
*Prayer Response Gloria Patri Red Hymnal No. 35 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 World without end.  Amen, Amen! 
 
*Passing of the Peace 
 Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 
Anthem The Holy Son of God arr. K. Lee Scott 
 
A Time for Children  Rev. Robin Blakemore  

Children age three through fourth grade may leave for Children’s Worship & Wonder 
 

Sacred Dance The Manger Linnea Blakemore 



 

 

We Offer Our Prayers with Love 
Prayers of the People  Janet Bonds 
 Leader:   Breath of Heaven: 
 People: Be born in us again. 

 
Special Music Joy to the World ANTIOCH 
  Mae Margaret Davis & Troy Tatum 

 
Invitation to Present Gifts  Robin Blakemore 
 
Offertory Music Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella Charpentier 
 
*Doxology   Red Hymnal No. 46 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication  Rev. Robin Blakemore 
 
Special Music  Mary, Did You Know? arr. Scott Camp  
 Jan Watts 
 

We Gather at Christ’s Table 
 
Communion Meditation  Rev. Troy Tatum 
 
Communion Hymn I Wonder as I Wander Red Hymnal No. 161 
    
Gathering at the Table  Rev. Troy Tatum 
  God is with us; 
  We are not alone. 
  Christ is present here; 
  The Spirit moves within us. 
  In memory and in hope, 
  Let us give thanks to God. 
 

 

 
  
 Blessings be to you, Creator God, who in the beginning breathed life into dust, 
 giving hope to a world in desperate need,  
 With joyful anticipation we wait upon the promised child, 
 and we echo the ancient cry:  
 O come, O come Emmanuel. 

   
The Story Remembered  Rev. Robin Blakemore 
 
Communion Music He Richards 
 
Congregational Response  Rev. Robin Blakemore 
  The Bread we break is the Bread of Life 
  The Cup we share is the Cup of Promise 
  These are the gifts of God for the people of God.  
  Thanks be to God.   
  Come and eat, the table is set. 
 

We celebrate an open table; all are invited to come forward to receive communion by  
intinction, tearing off a piece of bread and dipping it into the cup.  

   
Prayer of Thanksgiving  Rev. Troy Tatum 
 
*Hymn of Response Go Tell it on the Mountain Red Hymnal No. 167 

 
We Go Forth to Love and Serve 

*Announcements & Benediction                 Rev. Troy Tatum 
  
*Recessional Hymn  Christians All, Your Lord is Coming  No. 136, st. 1 
     
*Postlude  Catalonian Carol Traditional 
 
*All who are able please stand.  

 
 


