
LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
 
Praise Kids Brynlee Berry, Evie Ford, Ray Jones, Sloan Springfield,  Luke Tatum, 
 Riley Tatum, Willow Wellborn, Ja’Quan Williams 
 
Elder on Call Carl Crosby 
  
Serving Diaconate          Lisa Burdette, Andrew Ford, Fletcher Hamilton, 
 Sandy Hamilton, Kimberly Jones, Jeff Jones, Mae Margaret Davis,  
       Buzz DeVore, Nancy DeVore, Barry Dillon, Jennifer Dillon, 
    Lynn Eastman, Susan Storer, Ashton Strachan, Sam Strachan 
 
Communion Preparer Sarah Ford 
    
Acolyte Addy & Emma Taylor 
 
Sunday School Greeter Jim Baxter 
  
Worship Greeters  Fletcher & Sandy Hamilton (Door) 
 June Pryor (Sanctuary) 
  
Worship & Wonder         Mary & Joseph Show the Way to Bethlehem 
 Leigh Ann Tatum (storyteller) 
   Jennifer Powell (greeter) 
 
Nursery Volunteer Mandy Clark 
 
Narthex Monitor Darren Williamson 

Rev. Troy Tatum 
Senior Minister 

 

Rev. Robin Blakemore 
Associate Minister 

 

 Rev. John Allen Bankson 
Music Director 

 

David Brasher 
Pianist/Organist 

“Where the Grace of God Awaits You”” 

D e c e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 1 8  
F I R S T  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T  



WELCOME 
We’re delighted you’re here today, and we hope you’ll find this to be a meaningful 
time of worship with a vibrant community of faith.   
 

NEW HERE?  

If today is your first time visiting at First Christian Church,  please be sure to stop by 
the welcome table near the front doors so that we can give you a small gift to thank 
you for worshipping with us. 
 

CONNECTION CARDS  

We ask everyone to take a few moments during worship to fill out the Connection 
Card included in this bulletin.  You may place your card in the offering when it is   
received. 
 

WORSHIPPING WITH CHILDREN  

Children age 3K through fourth grade are encouraged to participate in Worship and 
Wonder, a special worship and education experience designed just for them.  Young 
people may leave the service for Worship and Wonder following “A Time for       
Children.”  Of course,  children of all ages are welcome to participate in morning 
worship, and childcare for infants and toddlers is available in the church nursery for 
all or part of the service.  Worship bags with activity sheets, crayons, and children’s 
bulletins are available in the narthex.     
 

WAYS TO GIVE  

Thank you for investing your gifts in the mission and ministry of 
First Christian Church.  Your act of worship through giving is ap-
preciated.  You can give in person by cash or check, or online by 
visiting www.fcc-bhm.org/give or by scanning the QR code 
to the right with your smart phone.  You may also contact the 
church office to learn more about automated giving. 
 

GET IN TOUCH 

fcc-bhm.org  |  info@fcc-bhm.org 

office: 205-991-5000  |  clergy on call: 205-295-6708 

Dec. 2: 1st Sunday of Advent  
Today our Praise Kids present Children, Get Ready, the first Advent candle is lit, and Rev. 
Troy Tatum begins our Advent sermon series, “Waiting for the Light.” 
  

Dec. 9: 2nd Sunday of Advent  
We will begin the day with morning worship at 10:15 AM, followed by a delicious Christ-
mas lunch in the Christian Life Center. 
 

Dec. 16: 3rd Sunday of Advent  
During morning worship we will present Rejoice, the Lord is Near, our Advent cantata, 
featuring the chancel choir and guest musicians. From 2-4 PM that afternoon, Troy & Leigh 
Ann Tatum will host their annual open house for the congregation.  
 

Dec. 23 (AM): 4th Sunday of Advent  
Our morning worship celebration will feature special music from our handbell choir and 
baptisms and confessions of faith from some of our young people. 
 

Dec. 23 & 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion  
FCC will hold three Christmas Eve services this year. The first will be at 5 PM on Dec. 23 
and is designed for those who may be traveling or have other commitments on Dec. 24. At 5 
PM on Dec. 24 we will have a family-focused service that includes a children’s pageant (all 
children are invited to participate; no rehearsal required). At 11 PM on Dec. 24 we will have 
a traditional service of lessons and carols. All three Christmas Eve services will feature the 
Good News of Christmas in scripture and song, concluding with candlelight communion. 



 

THIS WEEK 
 

 Today, December 2 
 10:15 AM Morning Worship  
 11:30 AM Ona/Ruth Women’s Fellowship Group 
 

 Monday, December 3 
   7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study 
 11:00 AM Staff Meeting 
 

 Tuesday, December 4 
   10:00 AM Ladies’ Bible Study 
 

 Wednesday, December 5 
   6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 PM Bonus Rehearsal 
  
    

GET INVOLVED 
 

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH PROJECTS 

 Do you monogram? As the Outreach Committee prepares for its upcoming Christmas 
 season project supporting our region of the Disciples of Christ's ministry for foster chil-
 dren, we are looking for volunteers to monogram duffel bags. If you can help, please 
 email Dixon at dixon@fcc-bhm.org or call the church office at 205.991.5000. Thank 
 you all in advance for your support of this ministry.  

 For those of you who don't monogram but who are looking for a way to help others this 
 Advent Season, The Lovelady Center has a need for presents for the children living there 
 while their mothers participate in addiction recovery treatment. Lists of requested items 
 are on the table to the right in the Narthex. Your donated items should be placed in the 
 decorated box next to the table. This drive will run through December 15. Please DO 
 NOT wrap your contributions. Thank you in advance for your support of this ministry! 

STAFF GIFTS: A NOTE FROM THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 Giving is an important part of life and the holiday season. This is a beautiful time of the 
 year to give abundantly. The church staff are unsung heroes at First Christian Church 
 that give of themselves to the church and each of us all year long. The Christmas season 
 embraces remembering the joy of giving and being inspired to make this and every     
 holiday season about others. Lest we forget our friends on the church staff, you do have 
 an opportunity to give a personal gift. In the Narthex, there is a donation box. Please 
 feel free to add your own donation that will go directly to our staff this Christmas. “We 
 make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.” - Winston Churchill 

 

 

We Gather Before God 

 

Prelude Sing We Now of Christmas  Traditional French Carol 
 
Lighting the Candles of Advent   
  

 Christ, Be Our Light! arr. Joel Raney 
 

 Reading Jim & Beverly Baxter 
  

 Leader: Our journey begins in darkness. 
 People: But God has promised a light. 
 Leader: Light — born in a child, the promised fulfilled, our hope renewed;  
  Emmaunel, God-with-us. 
 People:  Christ, be our light, and shine through the darkness. 

 

 Leader:  The people who walked in darkness 
 People: Have seen a great light. 
 Leader: Together we wait for the light of the world. 
 People: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, and shine in our hearts. 
 
*Hymn of Praise  Come, O Long-expected Jesus  Red Hymnal No. 125 
 
*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer  Rev. Troy Tatum 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and  
 forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
 us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
 the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
*Prayer Response Gloria Patri Red Hymnal No. 35 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 World without end.  Amen, Amen! 

 
 



 
*Passing of the Peace 
 Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 
Children’s Christmas Musical  Children, Get Ready! 
 

  “Children, Get Ready”        L. Bailey/B. Mayo 
  “Prepare Ye!”        arr. Jean Anne Shafferman 
  “Advent Celebration”          Mark Patterson 
  “Waiting for a King”           Joseph Martin 
  “Children, Get Ready (Reprise)”        L. Bailey/B. Mayo 

 

Children age three through fourth grade may leave for Children’s Worship & Wonder 
 
Invitation to Present Gifts  Rev. Robin Blakemore 
 
Offertory Music Breath of Heaven Grant/Eaton 
 
*Doxology   Red Hymnal No. 46 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication  Rev. Robin Blakemore 
 

We Gather at Christ’s Table 

 
Communion Hymn like a child Red Hymnal No. 133 
    
Invitation to Communion  Rev. Troy Tatum 
 
Prayer of Communion   Carl Crosby 
 
Words of Institution   1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
  This is the Lord’s Table; all believers in Christ are invited.  As the communion elements are    
  passed, please partake of the bread and hold the cup so that we may share together after the  
  congregational response. 
 

Elder:  The Lord Jesus, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He  
    had given thanks, broke it and said, “This is My Body which is given for you.”    

 
 

 
Communion Music Noel Tomlin/Cash/Redman 
 
Elder:  In the same way also the cup, after supper saying, “This cup is the new covenant  
    of My Blood.  Do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 

 
People: As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim  the   
    Lord’s death until He comes. 

 

We Proclaim God’s Word 
Scripture  Isaiah 9:2-7 
 Leader:   The Word of God for the people of God. 
 People:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem Advent Dialogue K. Lee Scott 

 
Sermon                   “Come Darkness, Come Light”  Rev. Troy Tatum 

 

We Respond With Our Lives 

 
Invitation to Discipleship  Rev. Troy Tatum 
 
*Hymn of Discipleship O Come, O Come Emmanuel  Red Hymnal No. 119 
 

We Go Forth to Love and Serve 

 
*Announcements & Benediction                 Rev. Troy Tatum 
  
*Congregational Response      Emmanuel, Emmanuel  Red Hymnal No. 134 
 
   Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 
   his name is called Emmanuel. 
   God with us, revealed in us, 
   his name is called Emmanuel. 
 
*Postlude  Masters in This Hall Traditional English Carol 
 
*All who are able please stand.  


