
 

 

 Series: Long Story Short           Sermon: The Patriarchs 

Genesis 12:1-9 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses 
you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 
when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the pos-
sessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth 
to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, 
 

Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Ca-
naanites were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram, and said, “To your offspring I will give 
this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. From there he moved on 
to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 
east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. And Abram jour-
neyed on by stages toward the Negeb. 
 
Monday: Read Genesis 12: 1-9.  The Call of Abram/Abraham 
The call of Abram is a text that promises God’s guidance and blessing. Abram left Haran in faith, not 
knowing where he was going, because God had commanded him to do so. He acted whole-
heartedly, without absolute certainty. In so doing, he defied both the inner propensities of human 
nature and the outer pressures of cultural conformity to cling to the familiar, the self-serving, and 
the broad and easy road. Abram journeyed from what he knew to what he did not know, from what 
he had to what he did not have, from the comfortable to the strange and the unpredictable. Most 
everything in our culture encourages us to journey in the opposite direction: from the unknown to 
the known, from what we do not have to what we think we want and need, making every effort to 
remove the strange and unpredictable in order to guarantee the safe and the secure. This text speaks 
a powerful word today in those instances when we are called to take a leap of faith – to leave all that 
is known behind, relinquish all our comforts and securities, depart on a journey without a map. The 



journey may be long, with many ups and downs, many joys and sorrows. But it is a journey filled 
with many promises - the most important being the promise of God’s presence to show us the way. 
When have you known the discomfort of leaving the familiar behind for something unknown? How 
did you feel? In what ways were you able to know God’s promise and presence in that time?  
 

Prayer: God of promise, strengthen me to recognize your guiding presence and act in faith. Amen.  
 

Tuesday: Read Genesis 24.  Rebekah: Matriarch of Faith 
Though history has given much attention to the patriarchs of our faith, today we focus on a story 
about one of our matriarchs. Note the difference in the roles that Isaac and Rebekah play in this nar-
rative. He is passive (his father arranges for his marriage and his servant carries it out). Rebekah, on 
the other hand, activates the plan. In this story it is apparent that she is a courageous, independent 
woman. When her family tries to delay her departure, and the servant insists that they leave sooner, 
Rebekah is called in and asked her opinion. She settles the matter in three words: “I will go.” She de-
clares her faith in an unknown future. Her decision to move away from her family and her land, to 
marry a man she does not know, parallels the courageous actions of Abraham leaving all that is 
known to depart on a journey into an unknown future, accompanied only by the promised blessings 
of God. Who are the courageous matriarchs in your life? How have those women of faith helped 
shape you? How might Rebekah’s courage embolden you to step out in faith? 
  

Prayer: God, grant me the courage to answer “I will go” when you call me. Amen. 
 

Wednesday: Read Genesis 15: 19-34.  Jacob and Esau 
When I get down about my family’s dysfunction, it always helps to reread this story! Sometimes I 
think we feel like we have to project to the world that our family and our home is “normal.” Every-
thing is alright. It’s fine. But this story (of sibling rivalry and bribery and parents picking favorites) 
reminds me that it doesn’t have to be fine. Nothing has to be fine. Things can be awful and embar-
rassingly dysfunctional – and God can still move. God can still do great things. At the heart of the 
stories of the patriarchs is the truth that God does things through the lives of the strangest and most 
awkward of people. When God looked out over the whole world to find the people he would call his 
own – the people he would bless with the privilege of being a blessing to the whole world – he chose 
what often looks like the B-team. The ones who didn’t even have the illusion of having their act to-
gether. He chose people just like us.  We don’t have to be perfect or have everything figured out be-
fore God can visit us and bless us – before we can be a blessing to the world. If God can work in the 
household of Isaac, Rebekah, Esau, and Jacob, then God can work through our families! How has 
God worked in and through your own family’s messiness or brokenness? How do you think God is 
using your family (or church family) to be a blessing?  
 

Prayer: Thank you, O God, for your blessing in the midst of our messiness. Amen. 
 
 

Thursday: Read Genesis 27: 1-41 and Genesis 28: 10-22.  Jacob the flawed 
Jacob is perhaps the most interesting of the patriarchs, but is he the most admirable? Of course, every 
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one of them is deeply flawed, and at one point or another in the story, their duplicity and even cow-
ardice dismay us. Both Abraham and Isaac lied about the identity of their wives, Sarah and Rebekah, 
to protect their own skin (Genesis 20). But Jacob's lies are astonishing in their self-interest and greed 
as he repeatedly lies to his blind father in order to receive Esau’s blessing. What a shameful way to 
obtain a blessing! Alone on the run from his brother’s threats, Jacob stops to sleep. Barbara Brown 
Taylor writes, “Jacob is nowhere…in a limbo of his own making.” In that unexpected place, God vis-
its Jacob and renews the promises that have been given to his grandparents and parents before him. 
This is a powerful reminder that our colorful history and misdeeds don’t matter a bit when God de-
cides to call, or better, when God comes looking for us, perhaps even pursuing us. Like Jacob, we 
might just find ourselves changed by God’s blessing. Have you ever found yourself in a limbo of your 
own making? When have you found God in unexpected places? How did that feel? Were you changed 
by the encounter?  
 

Prayer: Make your presence known to me, O God, that I may be changed for good. Amen.  
 

Friday: Read Genesis 32: 3-32. A New Name for Jacob 
Names are powerful. Names can limit us, hurt us. But names also have the power to heal and bring 
new life. This story of Jacob wrestling with God and being renamed reminds us of our true name and 
new identity as God’s own beloved child. David Lose explains, “Jacob’s name means the usurper, the 
supplanter, or, more loosely, the cheat, for he is the one who came from his mother’s womb already 
grabbing his brother’s heel.…when the Lord pins Jacob down and demands to know his name, he is 
demanding no less than that Jacob confess – confess his ill-gotten gains and shoddy character, confess 
his misused talents and wasted life.” Upon Jacob’s confession the Lord does not hand out an expected 
punishment. Rather, God baptizes him with a new name, "From now on your name is no longer Ja-
cob, but Israel… " No longer will Jacob be able to call himself "trickster," "manipulator," no longer 
will Jacob be able to identify himself in a way that is anything other than God-like – and he will have 
a new way of walking to show for it! The church is a place we can come and bring all our other 
names with us (cheater, disappointed, irresponsible, unworthy, etc.), confessing them honestly and 
then leaving them behind, to take up our God given name: Christian. What names do you bear that 
have the power to hurt or limit you? In what ways is it healing or life affirming to know that you bear 
the name of Christ? How does that make you walk differently?  
 

Prayer: In my confession, Lord, bless me to bear the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

Saturday: Faith Activity 
Who are your family matriarchs and patriarchs? Do you have a recorded genealogy for your family? A 
family Bible where names are recorded? Do you have any matriarch or patriarch stories that have 
been told down through the generations? Take time today to talk about those leaders in your family 
(or faith family). Name them out loud, give thanks to God for their leadership in your family and the 
ways they have been a blessing to you. Reflect on how your family is called to be a blessing to others 
in the name of God.  
 


