
Sermon Notes 

 

 Series: Long Story Short           Sermon:  The Exodus 

Exodus 3:1-12  
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond 
the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not con-
sumed. Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not 
burned up.’ When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, 
‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from 
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’ He said further, ‘I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, 
for he was afraid to look at God. Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who 
are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their suffer-
ings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that 
land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, 
the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has 
now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to 
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I 
should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ He said, ‘I will be with you; and this 
shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, 
you shall worship God on this mountain.’ 
 
Monday: Read Exodus 1:8 – 2:10 
The opening of the Book of Exodus is a primer on two ways of living: reacting out of fear and acting 
out of compassion. Throughout the conflict with Pharaoh and the Egyptians, it’s fear and hard-
heartedness which drives the narrative. Pharaoh fears how great Israel is becoming, and in reaction 
to that fear he 1) orders their workload increased, and 2) orders their male children slaughtered. It’s 
the women who confound that fear with compassion. They refuse to kill the Israelite children, and 
Pharaoh’s own daughter draws little Moses out of the waters and brings him into her house that he 
might live. This may be a story from 3,500 years ago, but it’s also a familiar narrative for us today. 
Look at the carnage that lays in fear’s wake in our world. The daughter of Pharaoh shows us a more 



excellent way. She could have feared this child of another race. She could have feared her father’s 
reaction had he found out he had a fugitive in the house. But her narrative wasn’t dominated by fear, 
but rather compassion. She chose compassion and the Israelites were freed. How much of our energy 
goes into protecting and guarding ourselves, our families, our communities? How might we respond 
with compassion instead of fear? 
 

Prayer: Liberating God, free us from fear of the unknown, from fear of vulnerability, from fear of change, that we 
might respond to one another with compassion. Amen. 
 
Tuesday: Read Exodus 13:17-22, 14:5-25 
The Israelites must have been scared out of their wits. Not only had they witnessed plague and pesti-
lence up-close-and-personal, but they had just heard that the children of Egypt had been snuffed out 
in their sleep. They made a break for it, and the army of an angry Pharaoh was coming after them. 
They didn’t know what was going on. They didn’t know where they were going. They didn’t know 
what was going to happen tomorrow. They didn’t know if there would be a tomorrow. And then 
darkness fell upon them. They were in darkness, but the cloud–the angel of God–was with them in 
the darkness. They were not alone. And God lit up the night. We are reminded that when darkness 
falls the hardest, God lights up the night. God is with us. And God sees us through to the other side. 
What stirs fear in your heart? What might be your “pillar of cloud or fire” in the midst of the darkest 
moments? In what ways does Israel’s story offer hope and assurance? 
 

Prayer: Faithful God, remind us of your constant presence, even when we are afraid. Amen.  
 
Wednesday: Read Exodus 16:4-12 
God’s generous gift of manna serves not only to sustain the Israelites, but also to confirm God’s pres-
ence. God meets the Israelites’ need for food by richly providing them with what verse 4 calls “bread 
from heaven.” Manna is a reminder that Israel will find God’s gifts not only in the extraordinary, but 
also the ordinary. God’s provision is, after all, never just in what’s unusual. When we limit God’s 
involvement with us to what is miraculous, we look for God’s care in only what we think of as ex-
traordinary. Then we ignore God’s provision in the gifts of each new day, the food we grow or buy, 
and the health we enjoy. We no longer see God as caring so deeply about us that God provides even 
the most mundane things that sustain us. In what ways have you experienced God’s provision in ordi-
nary moments of your life? How might God be sustaining you today? 
 

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for our daily bread. Amen. 
 
Thursday: Read Exodus 32:1-14 
The root of the problem in Exodus 32 isn’t idolatry. It’s patience. From the moment the Israelites 
left their homes in Egypt and headed down to the sea shore on their way to the wilderness, they were 
saturated with impatience. They can’t just sit still, and revel in gratitude that they aren’t making 
bricks anymore. And, it doesn’t take long for the ants-in-the-pants to be just too much. Time to 
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make an idol. This is one of those spiritual lessons that we should have no problem identifying with. 
For, if there’s anything that we have a hard time with in our culture, it’s waiting. We have no pa-
tience. We expect everything to happen on our schedule. But there is great spiritual treasure to be 
found in waiting—the practice of cultivating patience. It’s a practice that raises faith to a profound 
trust that God is working and moving even when things seem to be going nowhere. It can be frustrat-
ing. It can also be beautiful. To put our own needs to the side for a bit and focus on seeing the world 
and the unfolding of God’s plan and revelation as God sees fit to unfold it. In what areas of your life 
are you impatient? How might you practice waiting for God to work or move? 
 

Prayer: Holy God, grant me patience to wait for you. Amen. 
 
Friday: Read Exodus 34: 1-10 
Yahweh and Moses start all over with, literally, a clean slate. New tablets are chiseled, and God gives 
the law all over again. But not before the incredible lines we read in verses 6-7. God passes in front 
of Moses and says his holier than holy name, not once but twice, adding emphasis and letting us know 
that whatever God says next, it is going to be a decisive revelation of who God fundamentally is. 
“Yahweh, Yahweh, the compassionate One, the gracious One, the abundantly forgiving One, the 
One brimming with lovingkindness.” That last word, translated as “abounding love” is my all-time 
favorite Hebrew word chesed, which is the Old Testament equivalent of “grace” in the New Testa-
ment. It is also the central trait that the Israelites celebrated in God over and over and over, the de-
finitive declaration of God’s most basic nature. And a promise, an assurance, a covenant between 
God and God’s people forever. What description of God’s character resonates with you most deeply 
today? How can you embody that characteristic in your interactions with others today? How might 
God’s chesed shape you as a follower of Christ? 
 

Prayer: Lord, Lord, we are grateful for your grace which shapes us as your people. Amen.  
 
Saturday: Read Joshua 3:7-17 
In one sense, the crossing of the Jordan is a bookend. As the Exodus began with the crossing of the 
Red Sea, the Exodus ends with the crossing of the River Jordan. The crossing of Jordan puts some 
level of closure on a forty-year, nation-altering, and nation-forming event. And we could look at it as 
one of the two events which encapsulates the Exodus—the wilderness journey—between those two 
bodies of water. But it can also be looked at in a different way…it’s not just an ending. It’s also a 
new beginning. As the crossing of the Red Sea was a new beginning for the children of Israel, the 
crossing of Jordan is the prelude to a totally new chapter in the history of God’s People. As the Red 
Sea washed away the identity of Israel as a nation of slaves, Jordan’s waters wash away their identity 
as homeless wanderers. Forged out of their experience in the wilderness, the Israelites receive a new 
beginning, a new life, a new story. When have you experienced an ending of a chapter in your life? 
How might that experience have offered you a new beginning?  
 

Prayer: Eternal God, create something new within us today. Amen. 


