
Sermon Notes 

 Series: Waiting for the Light           Sermon: One Bright Star 

Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came 
to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was fright-
ened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for 
so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
 
Monday: Read Isaiah 60:1-9 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” But he also said, “You are the light of the world.” Perhaps 
Epiphany, and Isaiah’s words, provide an opportunity to explore that peculiarity. The first words 
here are commands: Arise. Shine. “Go be the light of the world,” to use Jesus’ parlance. But then 
after those commands comes Isaiah’s “because.” Your light has come! Let’s be clear about the source 
of the light. This is no inner radiance, no “divine spark” emanating from us without God.  For Isai-
ah’s listeners, the darkness of exile will come to an end; sons and daughters will return to their 
motherland; the people of Israel will once again rejoice because God’s light-filled shalom is good 



news for all the earth. And if we shine, isn’t it only because we’re being shined upon? In what ways 
do you shine God’s light-filled shalom? How can the light shine more energetically—hotly, bright-
ly —through us as we seek shalom for the entire world in real and embodied ways? 
 
Prayer: May we be the embodiment of your light in the world. Amen. 
 
Tuesday: Read Psalm 72:1-19 
Psalm 72 is the poet’s prayer for an (unidentified) king. She prays that her monarch will be character-
ized not by the power for which we often praise our leaders, but by justice and righteousness. The 
poet prays that God will endow the king not with the king’s sense of justice or righteousness, but 
God’s, so that he can, in turn, judge and lead his people with righteousness and justice. Psalm 72 is in 
part, Israel’s king’s “job description.” The psalm itself proclaims the prophetic work of liberation, 
justice, and care for the oppressed as central to the identity of a Godly leader. How is the character 
of the leader described in this prayer different from qualities valued in leadership today? How might 
this psalm shape your prayers for our leaders today? 
 
Prayer: God, may our leaders be endowed with your justice and righteousness. Amen. 
 
Wednesday: Read Luke 2:22-40 
There are many amazing instances of faithfulness in the beginning chapters of Luke – Mary’s faithful-
ness; Zechariah’s faithfulness; the shepherds’ faithfulness. But Simeon and Anna’s faithfulness is 
astounding. At least the other three had visits from angels to rely upon. Without so much as a nod 
from a passing seraph, Simeon looks at this tiny scrap of baby and sees the salvation of the world. Oh, 
to have the eyes and faith that Simeon had, the eyes and faith to recognize God’s redemption in un-
likely bodies and the faith to proclaim it. How can I become a person who can recognize God’s un-
folding redemption, and respond with Simeon’s words? What can we as a community do to cultivate 
the eyes of Simeon? 
 
Prayer: Open my heart that I might see with faithful eyes. Amen. 
 
Thursday: Read Matthew 2:13-23 
Jesus' welcome to the world is not one of unanimous acclamation, behind the joyous fear that this 
child would subvert the order of the world, that a mere child would weaken the powerful. The nar-
rative of these threats upon Jesus' life bristle with authenticity for such cruelty was well known to 
ancient peoples. Herod’s tyranny would have been entirely familiar to ancient people living under 
Rome's long imperial shadow.  The promise of this text lies in God’s constant presence when the 
threats of this world try so very hard to convince us of God’s absence. Mary and Joseph knew better, 
and so do we. From a manger, to the respite found in the land that once enslaved Israel, to a quiet 
town in Galilee, there God will be. Where do you see heartlessness in the world today? How can you 
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offer hope in those moments or situations when God seems absent? How can the promise of God’s 
presence give you and others courage to face the challenges of life? 
 
Prayer: We pray for those who feel your absence today. Amen. 
 
Friday: Read Matthew 17:1-8 
“His face shone like the sun,” Matthew says, “and his garments became white as light.” The disciples 
who witnessed the scene “fell on their faces, and were filled with awe.” It’s as strange a scene as there 
is in the Gospels. It was Jesus of Nazareth, the man they knew so well. But it was also the Messiah, 
the Christ, in all his glory. It was the holiness of the man shining through his humanness. Even with 
us something like this happens every once in a while. A moment of divine presence, a transfiguration, 
an epiphany that changes how we view God, the world, and maybe most importantly, ourselves. 
What moment(s) of “transfiguration” have you experienced in your life? Did you, like Peter want to 
stay in that moment? In what ways were you changed? 
 
Prayer: Holy One, open our eyes and hearts to the transformation occurring around us and within us, even now. 
Amen. 
 
Saturday: Read 2 Peter 1:17-19 
Peter is remembering the Transfiguration here. But notice how he frames it: he almost blows clean 
past the razzle-dazzle glory light show and zeroes in instead on what the voice SAID from the 
cloud. The fact that Jesus was shining brighter than 1,000 suns at the time is like an afterthought now 
in Peter’s memory.  It is what God SAID that mattered because it pointed to what Jesus had been 
saying all along, too. The Gospel is about the power of love; it’s about the strength of humility; it’s 
about the purpose of forgiveness and the perseverance of grace; it’s about light in darkness and a new 
day dawning. In what ways could you be more “attentive” to the message of Jesus? How do you expe-
rience the morning star rising in your heart? 
 
Prayer: Help us God, to listen and hear the message of Christ. Amen. 


