
 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

Sermon: Mission and Values 

 

Psalm 24 
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it;  

for he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers.  
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place?  

Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to what is false, and do 
not swear deceitfully.  

They will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication from the God of their salvation.  
Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob.  

Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.  
Who is the King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.  

Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.  
Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. 

 

Romans 12: 1-8 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the 
will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to every-
one among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have 
many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according 
to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compas-
sionate, in cheerfulness.  
 



Monday: Read Genesis 1 
Mission Statement: We Embrace God’s creation. 
The first piece of our Mission Statement, “We Embrace God’s creation” links with many biblical pas-
sages. God chose to create the universe with all its varying parts, each working together for the good 
of the whole. And most importantly, scripture tells us, God declared each part “good.” Then when 
creation was complete, God reviewed all that had been made and declared everything to be “very 
good.” There is a precious, interconnectedness of creation, so of course, those who want to honor 
God must honor all that God designed. Can you think of ways you neglect to care for God’s creation? 
First Christian Church, Birmingham, claims the goodness of God’s creation and chooses to honor and 
respect what God has made. This is the first step of our mission statement.  
 

Prayer: Imaginative Creator, thank you for making the world so varied. Please help me embrace your creation 
with joy today. Amen. 
 
Tuesday: Read Psalm 138 
Mission Statement: We Explore God’s purpose for our lives. 
We often think of young teens asking, “Who am I?” “What am I supposed to do with my life?” But 
these are appropriate questions for each of us to ask frequently. Easily we get locked into a particular 
path, like striving for security or making sure we make a good impression, until we believe it is the 
only path we can take. As a congregation and as individuals following Jesus Christ, we are commit-
ting ourselves to an ongoing exploration of what God wants for us. What is God’s ongoing purpose 
for our lives and the life of our congregation? We acknowledge that God may lead us to live out new 
purposes that will take time for us to adjust to as a congregation and as individual believers. 
 

Prayer: Holy One, you are our guide. Open us to new ways of following Jesus today, so we may comprehend how 
our lives can reflect divine purposes. Amen. 
 
Wednesday: Read Acts 8: 26-40 
Mission Statement: We Extend love and respect to all. 
The third piece of our Mission Statement sounds easy. Jesus expects us to treat people with love and 
respect, so that is what we plan to do. But situations can get sticky. Philip was divinely guided into 
contact with a person who was very different from him. This Ethiopian person had great power and 
prestige. He was likely very wealthy. A different race, either Jewish or a God-fearer, but from a far 
away place. It may have been very difficult for Philip to reach out with the Good News of Jesus 
Christ to this exotic foreigner, but he was compelled by the Holy Spirit. What kind of people are at 
the borders of your comfort zone? We may need the Holy Spirit to empower us to stretch in new 
ways to extend love and respect to all persons. 
 

Prayer: Empowering Spirit, as I try to expand my ability to love and respect your people, help me notice how pre-
cious each person is today. Amen. 
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Thursday: Read Romans 5: 6-11 
Core Value of Grace: We proclaim God’s unconditional love. 
Statistics indicate that a huge percentage of the people who believe in hell also believe they will not 
end up there. When we read Paul’s letter to the Romans, we are abruptly reminded that we are all 
sinners. While we were enemies of God, we were reconciled back into God’s favor by Jesus Christ. 
Grace, the unconditional forgiveness of all that separates us from God, has saved us. So our first core 
value is to acknowledge that grace is extended by Jesus Christ to everyone else, so we proclaim 
God’s love is unconditional. Consider how grace has been extended in your life. Where will you in-
teract with someone today who needs unconditional love? 
 

Prayer: God of Unconditional Love, thank you for forgiving our sins and reconciling us back to yourself. Show me 
how to express your grace to others today.  Amen. 
 
Friday: Read Genesis 1 
Core Value of Acceptance: We affirm the inherent value of every person. 
Although we read the first chapter of the Bible on Monday, it does not hurt to read it again, especial-
ly when we consider the divine worth which God has implanted within each of us as an intrinsic part 
of who we are. There is not a person on earth whom God does not treasure. This value is not some-
thing that develops as we gain talents or abilities. Divine value is placed within us as part of our crea-
tion. So First Christian Church claims God’s valuing of each person as one of our core values. Can 
you think of a time someone’s acceptance of you made you feel more valuable? God treasures you 
every minute. Is there someone around you who needs to be reminded of how precious they are? 
 

Prayer: Source of every person’s value, thank you for treasuring me. Thank you for giving me inherent worth. 
Help me notice the inherent value of each person today.  Amen. 
 
Saturday: Read Luke 6: 20-31 
Core Value of Commitment: Our actions demonstrate our faithfulness to God and one another. 

John and Sylvia Ronsvalle wrote this offering prayer: “Dear God, no matter what we say we do, this 
is what we think of you.” In other words, our actions show where our real commitments are. When 
we spend 4 hours a day in front of a screen but do not seem to have time for 45 minutes of Sunday 
school, we are proving what is most important. If we never have time to make the phone call to a 
homebound member, but can spend an hour and a half over coffee with a friend, we are demonstrat-
ing where our faithfulness lies. Take an inventory of how you spend your time today. Where does 
your faithfulness lie? Did you read Luke 6? Did you say a good word for Jesus anyplace? Did you do 
something kind or good to someone you don’t like? Did you talk with God sometime? 
 

Prayer: Over-generous God, surely you deserve to be treated better than I treat you. Thank you for loving me in 
spite of my actions. But please, continue to work with me, shaping me into the person who shows faithfulness to 
you and others in my everyday behaviors. Amen.         
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