
Sermon Notes 

 Series: A Legacy of Love                   Sermon:  Pointing the Way 

John 1: 29-42 
The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead 
of me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for 
this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 
exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 
Jesus.  When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ 
They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He said to 
them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that 
day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed 
him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We 
have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at 
him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter). 
 
Monday: Read Psalm 40: 1-10 
Psalm 40 is a psalm of witness. “I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation.”  
Doug Bratt declares Psalm 40:9-10 as a model of how to give a testimony. “You focus on God. Note 
how the Psalmist uses words associated throughout the Old Testament with the Gospel: righteous-
ness, faithfulness, salvation, love and truth. That’s what I will proclaim—your righteousness, your 
faithfulness, your salvation. I will not hide what you have done. I will go public and tell how your 
love and truth have delivered me.” To tell the story of God’s redemptive work in your life you must 
first see it – recognize it. How often do you recognize God’s work in your daily life? This week try 
keeping a “God’s work journal.” At the end of each day look back and ask the question, “Where did I 
 



recognize God at work today?” Write it down. And then tell someone about it!  
 

Prayer: Help me recognize your work in my life, and strengthen me to share the glad news to others. Amen.  
 

Tuesday: Read Isaiah 49:1-7 
God’s people have been defeated, alienated from their land and their God. Into this crisis, Isaiah 
speaks a word of hope. God will send a servant who will do justice. Isaiah declares this message from 
God: God has raised up a servant, one hidden and unknown, a nobody. God has made this servant the 
instrument of God’s glory. The servant stands disbelieving in the face of God’s call, blinded by self-
condemnation to God’s purposes. He confesses a life “labored in vain,” spent “for nothing and vanity.” 
This servant will nevertheless be recognized by the powerful because the Lord, “the Holy One of Isra-
el, has chosen you.” God calls unlikely servants and often those servants do not recognize themselves 
as such. God has a direction this story is going! God intends for Israel to be restored as a people with 
one another and with God. Their exile is not the end of the story. God says that this restoration of 
Israel is “too light a thing” in and of itself. God’s people do not exist for themselves alone, nor is their 
restoration an end in itself. The long arc of God’s story points toward the restoration of all creation. 
“The Holy One, who has chosen you,” calls Israel to inhabit not only its homeland, but its identity as 
God’s blessing for the world. Have you ever considered yourself too unlikely to be called or chosen 
by God? How do you think God can use you to be a blessing for your community? For the world?  
 

Prayer: God, do not let me labor in vain, but instead use me to do your will. Amen. 
 

Wednesday: Read John 1: 43-51 
The invitation from Jesus to his disciples, and from his disciples to those they meet, is often to “come 
and see.” No amount of explanation can really capture the life of discipleship. This is also true for 
us. We spend a lot of time with books and words studying what it is we are called to be. But it is only 
as we “come and see” that we really recognize what discipleship is about. Our faith grows as we fol-
low the invitation to 'come and see' over and over again: It is as we see kindness that we find a way to 
practice it ourselves. It is as we are prayed for that we learn to pray for others. It is as we hear the call 
for justice that we join others in working for it. It is as we 'come and see' that faith is born and grows 
and is passed on. Can you think of times when you were invited to “come and see?” What difference 
did the seeing make? How might you invite others to “come and see?”  
 

Prayer: Help me see, ever more clearly, how to live a life of discipleship. Amen. 
 

Thursday: Read 1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 
At the beginning of what will be a sometimes difficult and challenging letter, Paul reminds the Corin-
thian church of things that God has done for them. God has called them and sanctified them in Christ 
Jesus, God has called them to be saints" (or "holy ones"). To be "holy" is to be set apart for a special, 
divine purpose. Holiness is practical and shapes all aspects of the way "saints" live. The church is 
called to be different from the culture that surrounds us. Later in the passage, Paul notes that the 
church at Corinth is called not only "out" of the world, but "into" community: they were called into 
the fellowship of Jesus Christ. As Dwight Peterson puts it, “Faithfulness is a team sport that requires 

the unity of the church.” Our church, like that in Corinth, has been called by God and equipped for 
faithful living. And though we, like the Corinthians, routinely fall short of the expectations of the 
Gospel, God still calls us to greater and more challenging faithful living. How is God calling our con-
gregation to be saints together? For what special purpose are we being set apart? How is God equip-
ping us to be a faithful witness to Christ? 
. 
Prayer: God, Sanctify us to be your saints, that we may witness to your work through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Friday: Read Matthew 28: 16-20 
The concluding verses of Matthew's gospel give an evocative glimpse into what it means to be disci-
ples of Jesus. The disciples who go to the mountain have not seen any of the Easter drama. All they 
have is the directive from the women, "Go to Galilee." To set out on this journey into an unseen fu-
ture with only a word characterizes discipleship. Jesus encounters the disciples as promised, but the 
response is mixed. Among the disciples there is both worship and uncertainty. This mixture of faith 
and doubt also characterizes discipleship. How does Jesus respond to this mixed group of worshipers 
and doubters? He gives them all the same commission: "Go and make disciples." The command to 
"go" is what brought these disciples here to meet Jesus and the command to "go" is what will take 
these disciples out to others. One might have expected Jesus to do something else, like calling for the 
uncertain to get things figured out, and for the hesitant to answer their unanswered questions. But 
instead, Jesus simply speaks to them all in the same way, "Go and make disciples." They are again be-
ing called into an unseen future. What the disciples have is the word from the living Christ that con-
tinues to call them to follow - the word from the living Christ that calls others to follow. His promise 
is that "I am with you always, to the end of the age." How does one know in advance if this is true? 
The answer is that no one can know in advance. But the word keeps calling the worshipful and the 
doubtful into a path of discipleship. And it is along the way that Jesus will prove his word, his pres-
ence, to be true. Are there times when you have felt doubt even in the midst of worship? Does it bol-
ster your discipleship to know that Jesus keeps calling you, even in your doubt, to be a disciple? In 
what ways are you called to “Go and make disciples?”  
 

Prayer: Meet me in my doubt, Lord, and continue to call to do be your disciple. Amen. 
 

Saturday: Read Romans 10: 8-15 
There is a persistent longing for an authentic experience of the Living Christ. Yet a person can only 
believe if they get to hear the message of salvation, the gospel. To believe, a person has to hear and 
understand the gospel. A person can only hear if there is someone to preach, thus it is essential that 
we communicate the message. A person can only preach if they are sent. We are all to do the work of 
evangelism, being ready, willing, and able to "give a defense of the hope that is in us". In the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) we often claim that all members are ministers. Do you consider yourself 
a minister sent by God to preach the good news? How might your witness to the faith bring others to 
believe?  
 

Prayer: May I boldly proclaim the Gospel message so that others might come to believe. Amen.  


