
Sermon Notes 

 Series: A Legacy of Love                   Sermon:  Built to Last 

Mark 12:38-13:2 
 

As [Jesus] taught, he said, ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long 
robes, and to be greeted with respect in the market-places, and to have the best 
seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! They devour widows’ 
houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the 
greater condemnation.’ 
 
He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two 
small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said 
to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are 
contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abun-
dance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live 
on.” 
 
As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, 
what large stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see 
these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be 
thrown down.” 
 



Monday: Read 2 Samuel 7:1-17 
The promise, anchored in the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt, plays with the Hebrew 
word bayit, meaning house.  David sits in his palatial house contemplating building a house for the 
Lord, a place worthy to honor the Lord. But God says no, reminding David and Israel that mere walls 
cannot contain the presence of the LORD. In fact, God declares that the LORD will build the house. 
The divine promise here is of a house not of stone or cedar, but a dynasty that the LORD establishes 
that will last forever. What are characteristics of the “house” that God promises to build in 2 Samuel 
7? Why is it important that we let God build this kingdom? In what ways do we hinder God in this 
work? In what ways do we help? 
 

Prayer: Lord, teach us to work together to build your kingdom that lasts forever. Amen. 
 
Tuesday: Read Acts 4:1-20 
Peter serves as the patron saint of the tongue-tied. Just a few short weeks after he could not answer 
simple questions from a poor serving girl, this unlettered, ordinary Galilean makes a stunning address 
before the Jewish equivalent of the Supreme Court. In the wake of the Resurrection, Peter’s tongue is 
loosed for speech. Armed with the words of Psalm 118, Peter puts the temple authorities on notice. 
In raising Jesus from the dead, God made him the cornerstone of a new temple. On what authority does 
the once-silent Peter speak? The authority of Christ the cornerstone. Where do you imagine you 
would have been on that day when Peter was addressing the temple leaders? How would you have 
responded? How do you respond today? In what ways do you act and speak boldly? 
 

Prayer: Eternal God, help me to speak boldly and to act boldly in in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Wednesday: Read Hosea 2:21-23 
Hosea 2 can be a jarring chapter of Scripture to read. The first part of the chapter focuses on what 
God plans to do about the rejection of Israel, demonstrated in the life of Hosea and Hosea’s family. 
The second part is a shocking display of love, mercy and grace. Jezreel, Lo-ruhamah, and Lo-ammi, 
Hosea’s children, symbols of the children of God, receive the blessing promised to all of Israel, “You 
are my people,” and Hosea’s children respond with our voice, “You are my God,” a promise that en-
dures throughout time. What do you hear in the promises God makes to Hosea’s children in this pas-
sage? In what ways are you “God’s people?” How do you declare “You are my God” with your living? 
 

Prayer: Holy God, help us to live every moment as your people. Amen. 
 
Thursday: Read Exodus 25:1-8, 29:43-46 
“…to take for me an offering from all whose hearts prompt them to give you shall receive the offering 
for me.” The next 4 chapters lay out in exacting detail the plans for the Israelites to build this dwelling 
place sanctified by God. God has always had a dwelling place in the midst of God’s people. It was first 
in the tabernacle, and later it was in the temple. In the gospels, it was the indwelling of Christ and 
today we find God dwells in and through the Church. The invitation of God’s people to participate in 

the work of building is of unfathomable importance. Our hearts prompt us to give so that the divine 
may be revealed. What do we offer to God who dwells with and in us? What gift might we bring to 
the Creator of the world? What does the Church where God dwells look like? 
 

Prayer: Loving God, we give you all we have and all we are, we are yours. Amen. 
 
Friday: Read Ephesians 2:17-22 
Paul’s bold declaration that everyone’s line of connection to God is as thick and rock solid and perma-
nent as can be is as radical as it gets. It is all about Jesus and has absolutely nothing to do with lineage, 
heritage, ethnicity, obedience, or anything else we might think of. All hostility and judging of one an-
other is forbidden.  There is no longer an “us vs. them” mentality because there is no “them” in Christ 
but only “us.” We are all bricks in one and the same spiritual edifice, Paul claims, growing together as 
the “holy temple of the Lord.” Do we dare in this divisive age even to dream such dreams?  Do we 
dare to proclaim such radical hope?  How might we live out this prophetic proclamation? What would 
this sort of “dwelling place of God” look like? 
 

Prayer: May we dare to live in such a radical way that we become the dwelling place of God. Amen 
 
Saturday: Read 1 Peter 2:4-10 
While it has become commonplace these days to describe the coming Kingdom as a reality far re-
moved from the plane of this world, there is really nothing in Peter's letter to suggest such a notion. 
For him, the revelation of Christ is destined to happen in the midst of creation itself, and it is here 
that Christians are called to be a priestly community in order that we might proclaim the mighty acts 
of Jesus. Thus, the church -- whether then or now -- must in all things resist the temptation to forget 
this present world for some heavenly realm yet to come. The household of God is at once built on the 
spiritual cornerstone of Christ and rooted deeply in God's good creation. What does it mean to be a 
“living stone?” In what ways do you proclaim the mighty acts of Christ? How do we live as God’s peo-
ple? 
 

Prayer: Help us God, to live in this world, so that all might know your mercy. Amen. 

 


