
 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

Sermon: World Communion 

 
 
 

Luke 14: 12-25 
He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may in-
vite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, 
for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” One of the dinner guests, on hear-
ing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” Then Jesus 
said to him, “Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. At the time for the dinner he sent 
his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ But they 
all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land, and I must 
go out and see it; please accept my regrets.’ Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, 
and I am going to try them out; please accept my regrets.’ Another said, ‘I have just been mar-
ried, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then 
the owner of the house became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and 
lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ And the slave 
said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.” Then the master said to 
the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house 
may be filled. For I tell you, none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.’”  
 
 
 
 



Monday: Read Isaiah 25: 1-5 
When we celebrate World Communion on the first Sunday of October each year, we are making a 
witness across the face of the earth. It is important for us to be able to articulate the faith we want to 
testify to. We need to be able to speak not only of God’s faithfulness to the people of Judah, as we 
read in this text. We need to be able to speak of the difference God has made in our lives. Can you 
think of a time God has been a refuge for you when you felt poor or distressed or broken? Has God 
ever sheltered you from painful experiences, made you feel like you received soft rain in the midst of 
bitter heat? There may be someone around you today who would love to hear of God’s love. Can 
you share your experience? 
 

Prayer: Ever you have been my dwelling place, Most Glorious Creator. Thank you.  Amen. 
 
 
Tuesday: Read Isaiah 25: 6-10 
In addition to accompanying us in our day to day lives and being our refuge, God promises a great 
feast for all people. Isaiah paints a delightful picture of a banquet table containing all manner of luxu-
rious food and wine. In addition to every person having as much to eat as they want, God also prom-
ises national sorrows and disgrace will be removed from every country around the world. In other 
words, at God’s banquet table, no one has anything to worry or feel bad about. And no one is hun-
gry. Joy will flow like a tsunami, flooding everyone. In a world where millions of people are desper-
ately hungry every day, how might a vision of God’s banquet change how we live? 
 

Prayer: You nourish my soul and body, Perfect Redeemer. Guide me to share. Amen. 
 
 
Wednesday: Read Matthew 14: 14-21 
The feeding of the 5000 is one of the only stories we hear in all four Gospels. Each writer tells it 
slightly differently, but the point is the same. Jesus Christ has the power to nourish us. I love how he 
invites the disciples to feed the listeners; how he receives the offering of loaves and fishes and blesses 
them into abundance. The writer of Ephesians tells us that God in Christ, “by the power at work 
within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than we can ask or imagine.” Can you sense that 
power within yourself? What might God be trying to do with it? 
 

Prayer: Through the disciples, Jesus fed thousands. Please use me somehow today. Amen. 
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Thursday: Read John 6: 1-15 
In the Gospel of John, the report of the feeding of the 5000 includes the donation of loaves and fishes 
from a child. Jesus is the one who blesses the elements and then distributes them. In these simple ac-
tions, we sense something very familiar. From the hands of Jesus, those 5000 are receiving Commun-
ion. The week of World Communion is a good time for us to reflect on how we experience nourish-
ment from the hands of Jesus. How do you understand Communion? 
 

Prayer: Blessed Savior, every Sunday you offer us yourself at the Table. Thank you.  Amen. 
 
 
Friday: Read John 6: 25-34 
The crowds of people who follow after Jesus are always a bit thick-headed, which is good, because 
then we can learn from their mistakes. They flock after the miracle worker, who fed their physical 
hunger. Like the ancient Hebrew people who ate the manna God provided for 40 years, the crowds 
want Jesus to make more miraculous food to stave off their physical hunger. He invites them to pay 
attention to spiritual food which brings life to the world. Have you even felt spiritual hunger? Did 
God help satisfy your hunger? How? If you use the GPS to feed your spiritual hunger, please let one 
of your pastors know, so we will get a sense that the weekly devotional is useful. 
 

Prayer: Merciful Provider, you are the source of our daily bread. Pleases feed my spirit, too. Amen. 
 
 
Saturday: Read John 6: 48-51 
When we receive the bread and wine on Sundays, we believe we are not just eating a snack, but that 
somehow the presence of Jesus is among us and moves within us in a way unlike at any other time. 
He is the bread of life, abundant life, now and forever, given for the life of the world. As we contin-
ue to open ourselves to catching God’s vision for the future of First Christian Church, let us depend 
on the true and eternal nourishment that comes from the Bread of Life. Take time today thinking 
about how First Christian may share the nourishment of Jesus into God’s future. Who around us is 
hungering for God? How might we share God in new ways with others?  
 

Prayer: Bread of Life, like a mother you feed us with your own sustenance. Strengthen us to share your life in new 
and attractive ways. Amen.  
 


