
Sermon Notes 

 Series: Fantastic Beasts                 Sermon: Blame 

 

Matthew 7:1-5  
“Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. For with the judgement you make 
you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. Why 
do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own 
eye? Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Let me take the speck out of your 
eye’, while the log is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neigh-
bor’s eye.” 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday: Read Matthew 9:9-13  
It was never really about theology. It wasn’t about religion, or devotion, or spiritual practice. The 
main problem the religious powers-that-be had with Jesus was the company he kept. When the 
Pharisees saw Jesus go to Matthew’s house for dinner, they confronted the disciples and asked, “Why 
does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” It was not a question aimed at understanding; 
it was an accusation. In response, Jesus reminds the Pharisees that sick folks are the ones who need a 
doctor, and sinners are the ones who need a savior. Do you relate more to the Pharisees or the tax 
collectors?  How does our church community do at offering grace and hospitality to those who might 
not be welcome elsewhere?   
 

Prayer:  Loving God, help me to be a person of grace and welcome to all.  Amen. 



Tuesday: Read Luke 15:1-10 
Sometimes Christians use the language of “finding God” or “finding Jesus.” We tend to use that lan-
guage of “I – me – my – mine.” I found Jesus...I took Jesus into my heart...I made a personal decision for Je-
sus…and because I did all that, now my life is better, I am healthy and happy and wealthy and wise, all because I 
had the good sense to find Jesus. That’s what we say, but everything scripture tells us about God suggests 
that God is not hiding, and God does not need to be found. Today’s parable tells us about the God 
who leaves 99 sheep just to find the missing one, and turns the house upside down just to find a lousy 
quarter. God isn’t lost; we are. God finds us. God comes into our hearts.   God makes a decision for 
us. That’s the secret of grace. In Jesus, God comes to seek and save the lost, and he’ll go wherever it 
takes to find us. What does it look like “to be found” by Jesus? Have you had an experience like that?  
How has it changed you? 
 

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for loving me enough to send Jesus.  Amen. 
 

Wednesday: Read Genesis 3:1-24 
The story of Adam and Eve’s expulsion from the garden holds up a mirror to human nature and says, 
“This is who we are.” Our serpents come in different forms, our trees bear different fruits, but the 
results stay mostly the same: We are called to trust in God, but so often we can’t – or don’t – and we 
have to live with the consequences. This is exactly who we are, from the beginning.  But this story 
isn’t just about us; it also tells us who God is. God had promised death — “the day you eat from the 
tree is the day you die” (3:3) — but when it comes down to it, instead of death, God gives clothes to 
Adam and Eve: “And the Lord God made garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed 
them.” (3:21) True to form, the story ends with grace. Despite what we do, despite who we are — 
or maybe even because of it? — God loves us, and provides for us, and comforts us. In response to 
our sin, God’s final word is grace. How can extend this kind of grace to our neighbors? 
 

Prayer: How grateful we are, O God, for your amazing grace. 
 

Thursday: Read Matthew 18:1-5 
Some of us like to think we have it all figured out, that we know who is “in,” and we know who is 
not, that we know who deserves it, and we darn sure know who doesn’t. The disciples think they 
have it all figured out, so they want Jesus to tell them who is greatest in the kingdom. His answer: 
You know who is greatest? The ones who don’t think they have it all figured out. The ones who don’t 
have the audacity to believe they deserve it. The ones who know they aren’t finished yet. And what is 
more:  If you can’t find a way to see that…well, you just might not make it in yourself. It’s an im-
portant reminder of what Bob Goff says, “Grace never seems fair, until you need a little.” And the 
truth is, we all need a little. Perhaps what it means to “change and become like children” is to recog-
nize we have room to grow, that we don’t have it all figured out, and that we need the love and direc-
tion of our Father. When have you “needed a little grace?” How has that changed how you relate to 
others? Where in your life and faith might God be calling you to grow? 
 

Prayer: Help me, O God, to grow in wisdom and grace.  Amen. 

takes to find us. What does it look like “to be found” by Jesus? Have you had an experience like that?  

Friday: Read Matthew 6:9-15 
The Lord’s Prayer reminds us that Jesus calls us to a different way of life. We pray to OUR Father – 
not just my Father, but yours too. We pray that God’s will is done, not just my own. We pray for 
OUR daily bread, not just my own. Which leads to “forgive us our debts…forgive us our sins…
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.” The wording isn’t all that im-
portant; the emphasis is on the verb, on the action: forgive us as we forgive others.  Does that mean it 
is conditional? That I have to forgive you before God will forgive me? Perhaps…or perhaps it means 
that, until I forgive you, I’m not ready to receive God’s forgiveness myself.  Either way, we know this 
for sure: God’s forgiveness of me is somehow wrapped up in the way I forgive you. The God we meet 
in Jesus is grace – pure grace. To meet God is to be loved, just as you are – to be forgiven.  That does 
not depend upon what you think or who you are or what you do; it is just who God is, what God 
does.  But to follow Jesus – to be a Christian – means to learn to live in the way that Jesus calls us to 
live, to do what Jesus calls us to do. Anne Lamott has said that she isn’t the kind of Christian who is 
heavily into forgiveness, that she is one of the other kind. It’s a joke, of course, because there is no 
other kind. To be a Christian is to forgive one another. Is there someone in your life who needs your 
forgiveness? 
 

Prayer: Grant me the grace and strength to live as Jesus calls me to live, that I might forgive others as you have 
forgiven me.  Amen. 
 

Saturday: Read Mark 3:1-6 
Pay attention to that last verse: “The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodi-
ans against Jesus, how to destroy him.” The road to the cross starts here for Jesus, as he takes a stand 
on the side of grace by saying the need of this one who is suffering is more important than keeping the 
Pharisees happy. Jesus goes into this with his eyes wide open. Mark tells us he can feel the Pharisees’ 
hardness of heart, that it makes him angry, and it makes him sad.  Jesus knows exactly who these guys 
are — he knows the power they wield, and he knows they have a tendency to hold a grudge.  And he 
knows exactly what will happen if he takes them on. But Jesus heals the man’s hand anyway, and from 
here out, the rest of Jesus’ life is just a long walk to Calvary’s hill. To follow Jesus, you have to take 
up your cross. That does not mean God is going to give you everything that you want. Instead, it 
means that by loving our neighbors, by giving ourselves away in love, by putting the needs of our 
neighbors ahead of our own desires, God will change what we want. Sometimes there is a price to 
standing on the side of grace.  Love comes with a cost, but it is worth every bit.   
 

Prayer: Loving God, help me to follow you faithfully, no matter what.  Amen. 


