
Sermon Notes 

 Series: A Legacy of Love                   Sermon:  What Will We Be? 

 

1 John 3:1-3 
 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been 
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for 
we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just 
as he is pure.  
 
 
Monday: Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
On the first Sunday in November, the church remembers those who have come full circle in Christ. 
We remember the saints, those whose lives speak God’s love so eloquently and powerfully the re-
verberations still echo through our lives. The church sets aside All Saints Day to tell their stories, to 
honor their memories, and to hold up their example as a roadmap for life’s journey. “Saint” means 
different things to different people, but to Paul a saint is essentially anyone who is part of the Body of 
Christ. This is why, in some traditions, All Saints is a day to celebrate Holy Baptism, a time to intro-
duce the new saints to the old ones. Barbara Brown Taylor puts it like this: “The reality is that all of 
us who have been baptized are already saints…because all it takes to be a saint is to belong to God…
It is simply a matter of joining up with the body of Christ…Once you have linked up with Christ’s 
body, once you have been baptized in his name and shared his body and blood, you have everything 
you need to be a saint. You have your identity, your halo, and a choice: to live as who you are…or 
not.”  What can you do this week to more fully claim your identity as one of God’s saints? 
 

Prayer: Eternal God, remind me of who I am, and who you call me to be.  Amen. 



Tuesday: Read Revelation 7:9-17 
In today’s reading, John invites us to look behind the curtain, to see what he sees. It’s a powerful vi-
sion, all the more powerful because it doesn’t jibe with some of our popular notions of heaven. You’ll 
notice no one was lounging around on a cloud, gently strumming a golden harp, everyone on what 
seems to be a permanent vacation. Here, heaven isn’t filled with cherubim and seraphim but with 
those who have been through the great ordeal and come out on the other side. The saints, in other 
words. Those who lived lives of faith and paid the price for it. In John’s time, the price was high. 
Christians were persecuted and gave their lives rather than bow before Caesar. The “great ordeal” was 
different for the saints we know. Most of us haven’t known any martyrs. But it’s hard to think of a 
saint without thinking of what they gave up for their love of God and God’s children. Think of Moth-
er Teresa living in and among the poverty of Calcutta. Think of Desmond Tutu watching his country 
unravel at the seams. Think of Albert Schweitzer building hospitals in Africa. But even more, think of 
those women and men whose names most people don’t know, those who simply lived simply, who 
traded ambition for compassion, greed for generosity, despair for hope. Those people of faith who 
taught us right from wrong, who showed us that giving to God was our first priority, who insisted 
that we provide hospitality to strangers, and care for the poor. Who have been the saints in your life 
who showed you what God’s love is like? 
 

Prayer: Loving God, help me to follow the examples of the everyday saints who have been a part of my life.  Amen. 
 
Wednesday: Read Luke 18:1-8 
We tend to read this parable as an example of our need to be persistent in prayer, like the widow. Or 
perhaps we see that if even an unjust judge can do what is right, how much more God will act with 
justice and mercy. Today, however, don’t just notice that God is unlike the unjust judge; notice that 
we are not like the widow. She has no husband, no children, no family to look out for her; she is 
alone. The one to whom we bring our deepest fears and wildest hopes, the longing of our hearts, is 
not an unjust judge…God is not even a judge, in the legal sense, for God cannot be impartial. We are 
God’s children, and God is our father, who formed us in the womb, who knows every hair on our 
head, who loves us as only a parent can love a child.  Does that sound like one who will delay long in 
helping us? 
 

Prayer: Eternal Father, help me to pray always, and not lose heart.  Amen.   
 
Thursday: Read Matthew 5:1-12 
In the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is addressing the disciples. A crowd gathers as he 
preaches, but in the beginning, at least, Jesus is speaking directly to his followers. Not to the crowd, 
but about the crowd. And Jesus tells the disciples to remember: you are here for THEM. You are 
blessed only insomuch as you share God’s blessing with them. God loves most the ones the world 
would throw away, and the ones who stand alongside them. This is what Jesus wants his followers to 
know first; this is where Jesus starts – not with ethical requirements, not with law, but with grace. 
Before teaching and preaching the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus pronounces God’s grace. Before heal-

ing anyone, before confronting the Pharisees, before eating with sinners and tax collectors, before 
performing miracles, before cleansing the temple, before dying on a cross, before he is resurrected, 
before saying or doing almost anything else that we know about, Jesus pronounces God’s grace. And 
this is not so much a message for the meek, the poor in spirit, those who are mourning, or the merci-
ful – at least not directly. It is a message for us, for Jesus’ followers. For the church. For you and me.  
And the message is crystal clear: we begin with grace. Who have you known who embodied Jesus’ 
command to share God’s grace?  What have you learned from watching them? 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, help me to share with others the grace I have found in you.  Amen. 
 
Friday: Read Matthew 7:13-27 
Here in the last verses of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus isn’t talking about hell or eternal punish-
ment or divine judgment; instead, he’s simply telling the truth. Jesus tells the truth: there is a path 
that leads to life, and there is one that leads to destruction… and the one that leads to life is a lot 
harder, so you better be careful, and you better pay attention. Jesus tells the truth: there is some aw-
fully bad fruit out there, passing itself off as God’s word. Jesus tells us the difficult truth: that there is 
a way to live — a way to build a life — that is not going to stand up to the storms of life, storms that 
eventually come for all of us. But there is also a way to live, a way to love, a way to act, that leads to 
life. This is a more difficult path, one that is hard (so, so hard), but it’s worth it. Go this way, and you 
can build a life that will stand up to any storm. As we remember the saints this week, we remember 
that these are not just words. This week we remember the ones who took the narrow gate, the hard 
road, the ones whose lives produced such wonderful fruit, the ones who built their houses on the 
rock, the ones whose lives withstood the storm. We remember those who didn’t just hear Jesus’ 
words, but acted on them, building a life on that firm foundation. What have you learned from their 
example? How can you put it into practice in your life? 
 

Prayer: Gracious God, show me the way that leads to you.  Amen. 
 
Saturday: Read Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
 

Prayer: Holy God, even now the race is set before us. You are calling us into a future that is unknown and uncer-
tain. But we will persevere, because those that came before us loved us enough to tell us what they had learned of 
your love and redemption, and their lives tells us still.  So, for all the saints of Christ’s church whose extraordinary 
lives astound us, and for all the saints whose ordinary lives glow with the unmistakable light of grace, we give you 
thanks, O God. May our lives honor them, and you.  Amen. 


