
Sermon Notes 

 Series: Waiting for the Light           Sermon: Magnify 

Luke 1:26-55 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,  to a vir-
gin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 3The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son 
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?”  The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he 
will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her. In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Jude-
an town in the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit  and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she 
who believed that there would be[ a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary 
said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with 
favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for 
the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear 
him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud 
in the thoughts of their hearts.  



He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hun-
gry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remem-
brance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his de-
scendants forever.”  

Monday: Read Micah 5:1-5 
Micah’s oracle speaks to a world that is caught in the bewilderment of violence, uncertainty, and eco-
nomic disruption. While there is much that separates us from eighth-century Judah, these dynamics 
are not unlike the world in which we live. We too know terror and fragility on personal, national, 
and international levels. We too seek hope that the world will be different. We too yearn for securi-
ty and peace. The promise of Micah is that God will be faithful and will appear in surprising ways. As 
Advent draws to a close, Micah invites us to look for God’s presence where we least expect it, and to 
be attuned to the voices of the small, the powerless, and the vulnerable. Are you prepared to be sur-
prised? Are you prepared to welcome the Holy One into your midst?  
 

Prayer: God of surprises, keep my eyes open for your coming. Amen.  
 
Tuesday: Read Luke 2:8-14  
In Luke 1:26-38, an angel brought the unexpected news to an unsuspecting Mary that she would bear 
God's Son and name him Jesus. In Luke 2:8-14, an angel of the Lord again shared unexpected news 
with unsuspecting recipients—the shepherds. In both cases, the outcome was the same. It was 
GOOD news— wonderful, joyous news for all people. In verse 10 Luke wrote, "The angel said, 
'Don't be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for all people.'" The 
awesome news the angel shared with the shepherds was that Jesus, the "Savior" for all people who is 
"Christ the Lord," was born in Bethlehem. In what ways has Jesus been "good, wonderful, and joy-
ous" news in your life? How might you share that news with someone else you care about?  
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for the good news of your birth, for me, and all people. Amen.  
 

Wednesday: Read Mark 12:28-34  
Like the scribe in this passage, Jesus saw some Bible principles as more central, more vital to grasp 
than others. Loving God and loving your neighbor, they both agreed, are the greatest command-
ments. Just when we think we have that idea fully grasped, though, someone like Christmas Vaca-
tion’s Cousin Eddie shows up in our lives. That’s when we really need our love for God to anchor us 
in loving people. The words Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy 6 were sweeping: “You must love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.” Jesus said that was the foundation for loving your neighbor. Which “neighbor(s)” right now 
do you need God’s grace most to love – a family member? A friend? A co-worker? A fellow church 
member?  
 

Prayer: God, teach me what it means to love you with all my heart and my neighbor as myself. Amen.  
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Thursday: Read John 9:1-17 
John the Baptist came to testify that Jesus is the light (John 1:7-8). In John 8:12, Jesus proclaimed 
that he is the light of the world. He repeated that claim in verse 5 of today’s reading. His healing of 
the blind man was like a life-changing, acted-out parable. Jesus’ light gave the beggar back both his 
physical and spiritual sight. Jesus’ disciples reflected a view common in their day: that God caused 
everything, even bad things. Jesus taught us to see God differently, as the source of healing and hope 
even in the face of illness or tragedy. What are some of the first things you remember seeing more 
clearly in the light of Jesus’ love and grace? How has Christ’s light helped to give you clearer vision 
during this season? What does it mean to you to trust that God is on your side, not working against 
you?  
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to trust your healing light and love even when I’m hurting. Amen.  
 
Friday: Read Revelation 21:1-6a  
This scripture passage reiterates, in majestically exquisite language, God’s renewal of creation as spo-
ken by Isaiah the prophet (Isaiah 65:17; 66:22). New Jerusalem is the symbolic name given for the 
Church Universal. As Christians, we individuals all together, make up the body of Christ, the Church 
Universal. With this in mind, read verses 3 and 4 again. Do these verses take on a new or different 
meaning? How do we need to renew and strengthen ourselves in the new year so that we might be 
the body of Christ now as it grows into completion?  
 

Prayer: Alpha and Omega, thank you for dwelling with us. Continue to form us into the body of Christ. Amen. 
 
Saturday: Read Romans 8:18-28 
A new year’s approach often triggers new hope for greater peace and wholeness— perhaps old flaws 
can be overcome, old hurts left behind. Paul reminds us that our true hope is not in our own 
strength. We trust God’s Spirit to guide us and turn every experience to a good purpose in making 
us a child of God. As you look ahead to 2019, what do you expect to happen that you most look for-
ward to? What causes you the most concern? How can you deepen your confidence that God can 
work in your life through all the experiences of the year to come?  
 

Prayer: God of time and eternity, take into your hands all of the hopes, fears, plans, and expectations that I have 
for the new year. Amen.  


