
Sermon Notes 

 Series: Waiting for the Light           Sermon: Dawn Will Break 

Luke 1:67-79 
 

Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and 
redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant 
David, as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we 
would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. Thus he 
has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy 
covenant, the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, be-
ing rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holi-
ness and righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be called the 
prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to 
give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. By the 
tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light 
to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 
way of peace.” 
 
 



Monday: Read Psalm 27 
There is great tension within this Psalm. The first 6 verses are a magnificent confession of unshakeable 
trust in God. “The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear.” The next six are a fearful 
prayer of lament. “Do not hide your face from me…” How in the world can we have the confidence 
of verses 1-6 when we are walking in the darkness of verses 7-12, so that we can claim verses 13-14? 
“I am still confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord…Wait for the Lord.” This is Advent 
waiting, to have confidence in our anticipation, trusting that even in the darkness of trouble and des-
pair, light is born. Do you have confidence that you “will see the goodness of the Lord?” How do you 
live in that confidence?  
 

Prayer: Lord, you are my light and my salvation. Amen. 
 
Tuesday: Read Malachi 3:1-4 
It’s hardly the “deck-the-halls” kind of message that we expect to hear at this most wonderful time of 
the year. But for those with the faithful ears to hear, it is the message that we Advent people antici-
pate: God has work to do in us, refining, cleansing, preparing us for God’s purposes. For we, like our 
Judean faith ancestors, know two things about ourselves: We have forgotten to listen, and we have 
stopped listening because we thought God wasn’t talking. But now that God has caught our attention 
and our imagination with Jesus, we are eager to hear. So, we seek the Lord in these Advent days, not 
because we are smart enough to come up with the idea on our own, but because Jesus points us back 
to the Lord who comes as fullers’ soap and refiner’s fire. And, rather than being lulled by the holiday 
hypnosis of our culture, we listen for the prophetic messengers who call us to expect that God is up 
to the heavy-duty work of refining us and our world through Christ. And that, we trust, is a very 
good thing—both for us and for our world this Advent season. How are you preparing to receive the 
One who is coming? What work is God doing in and through you? 
 

Prayer: Purify and refine my heart, oh God, that I might be prepared for the coming of Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 
Wednesday: Read Matthew 14:20-33 
Jesus went to be alone to pray to his Father and prayed for the whole night. Matthew tells us that it 
was only a little later that night after the disciples shoved off in their boat that they began to be tossed 
around by a storm, but Jesus didn't come out to them until it was close to dawn. By this time, the dis-
ciple's boat was very far from land. They surely must have felt desperate and helpless. They must have 
questioned if God was present in their circumstance. They must have asked, “where had Jesus gone?” 
It’s no coincidence that Jesus comes close to dawn, as the light begins to break forth. It’s the same 
promise we hear in Zechariah’s song. A promise of hope for people everywhere, it is always darkest 
before the dawn. What is your “darkness” this season of Advent? Are you lonely, afraid, busy, indif-
ferent, stressed, or something else? How can you hold fast  to the promise of the dawn of a new day 
coming? 
 

Prayer: Jesus, may the light of your love break forth within me. Amen. 

Thursday: John 12:27-36 
“We wish to see Jesus,” this plea from the Gentiles is one that echo’s in our hearts as we journey 
through the dark days of Advent. The mysteries of God are an indivisible whole. If we become im-
mersed in one, we are led to all of the others. Thus, the way from Bethlehem leads inevitably to Gol-
gotha, from the crib to the cross. To “see” Jesus, “…to become children of the light,” we must be 
willing to follow even in the footsteps of pain and suffering, and in following Jesus we find, that 
somehow, the depth and breadth of the love of our God has taken root in us. Where do you “see Je-
sus” most often? How might you be a “child of the light” for someone else? 
 

Prayer: Infant Jesus, help us to follow in your footsteps, practicing the way of love. Amen. 
 
Friday: Read 1 John 1:5-7 
The light never comes the way we expect it. It comes at the most unlikely times and in the most sur-
prising places. It doesn’t matter how dark the dark is; light can and will dawn. God favors the darkest 
places, so we can see God’s light the brightest. And yet, we can’t see light itself. We can only see 
what the light lights up. When Jesus says that he is the light of the world, maybe that’s part of what 
he’s saying. He himself is beyond our seeing, but in the darkness where we stand, we see, thanks to 
him, something of the path that stretches before us. What does it mean “to do what is true?” How do 
you walk in the light? In what ways does that bring you into fellowship with one another? 
 

Prayer: Holy God, give light to our feet to guide us in the way of peace. Amen. 
 
Saturday: Revelation 21:22-22:5 
Every year during the holy season of Advent we pray beautiful prayers of longing and waiting, and 
lovely songs of hope and promise. Every year we roll up all our needs and yearnings into one word, 
“Come!” And yet, what a strange prayer this is. After all, Jesus has already come and lived among us; 
he’s already loved and lost as one of us. And yet, we still pray: “Come!” Because we long for the reali-
ty contained in this passage. But maybe our prayer is a reminder to ourselves that Christ’s coming 
brings hope and hope animates us to begin leaning into and living toward the promise of God’s King-
dom. “Come!” reminds us that, in the incarnation of Christ, we glimpse a vision of a reality as much 
about today as any tomorrow we could ever hope to experience. How can we practice God’s coming 
kingdom today? What tangible action can we take this season of Advent to invite Jesus to “Come!” 
more fully in our lives? 
 

Prayer Come, Lord Jesus, Come! Amen.  


