
Sermon Notes 

 Series: Long Story Short           Sermon:  The Messiah 

 
Mark 8:27-30 

 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”  And they answered 
him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the proph-
ets.”  He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 
are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday: Read Matthew 3:13-17 
Matthew’s account of Jesus' baptism is accompanied by a voice from heaven pronouncing Jesus God's 
beloved Son, a child with whom God is most pleased. Jesus’ baptism is the place where he learns 
definitively who he is in relation to whose he is. At his baptism, Jesus is given the intertwined gifts of 
identity and affirmation. This is where the story of Jesus' baptism intersects with the stories of our 
own. For we, too, can only live into the mission that God has set for us to the degree that we hear 
and believe the good news that we are beloved children of God. As with Jesus, we discover in bap-
tism who we are by hearing definitively whose we are. Baptism is nothing less than the promise that 
we are God's beloved children. What do you remember or what have you been told about your bap-
tism? In what ways has your baptism influenced your relationship with God? How does your baptism 
continue to shape your identity today?  
 

Prayer: Remind us, God, that we are yours. Amen. 



Tuesday: Read Mark 5:25-34 
This woman had a “female problem” and according to ancient law, it made her an outcast. She carried 
the contagion of unholiness, according to Jewish law, every person who came into contact with this 
woman was ceremonially unclean. She had been isolated for 12 years, separated from community, 
when she musters the nerve to touch his cloak. Jesus responds by calling this woman “Daughter” and 
sending her away with a benediction. Jesus heals her, restoring her to the community and even 
cleanses the whole crowd of people who had, technically, been ceremonially contaminated by her, 
too. But, that’s Jesus for you. Wherever he went he brought not only healing but he created again 
and again a whole new community, a whole new way to live together as sons and daughters of God. 
When have you experienced spiritual or physical healing? For yourself or for someone else? In what 
ways has your community contributed to your healing? How might you share the name “daughter” or 
“son” with someone else in need of healing? 
 

Prayer: Healing One, help me to respond to the needs of others. Amen.  
 

Wednesday: Read Mark 9:2-8 
Jesus takes his disciples with him up the mountain, after the period of revelation, transformation, and 
transfiguration, they come back down again. Think of it: Jesus could have stayed there. Perhaps 
he should have stayed there, but he comes back down. Down. Down into the mundane nature of 
everyday life. Down into the nitty-gritty details of misunderstanding, squabbling, disbelieving disci-
ples. Down into the religious and political quarrels of the day. Down into the jealousies and rivals 
both petty and gigantic that color our relationships. Down into the poverty and pain that are part and 
parcel of our life in this world. Down. Jesus came down. Author and theologian David Lose says, 
“Jesus' downward movement from his rightful place in glory to embrace our lot and life out of love 
is, in a very real sense, the essence of the gospel.” When have you experienced a “mountain top” ex-
perience? Did you want to remain in that moment? How did you experience coming back down, re-
turning to regular life? How might Jesus’ choice to come back down reveal his purpose and mission? 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, lead me down the mountain with you. Amen.  
 

Thursday: Read Luke 16:19-21 
It seems that in this story, the sin of the rich man begins here: He did not see Lazarus. Or at least he 
did not see him as more than an extension of himself and his own needs – particularly at the end. For 
if he had seen him for all that he was: once an infant and a boy, a brother, a husband, a father, a 
grandfather. If he had seen him as one with hopes and hurts, dreams and disappointments. If he had 
seen him as one beloved by God, then perhaps this story would have ended differently. Instead, it 
appears that though their paths crossed, the rich man never saw him at all. I hear this story and I am 
deeply aware that on any given day it speaks of me and probably you as well. Too, too often, others 
are simply invisible to us. Jesus reminds us that this is not the way it is meant to be. When have you  
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Prayer: Open my eyes that I might see as you see, Jesus. Amen. 
 

Friday: Read Matthew 26:36-46 
This story of Jesus in Gethsemane may be the most important passage in all of the gospels. It is here 
that Jesus is most human. It is here that Jesus is most vulnerable. And it is here that Jesus is most cou-
rageous. What makes this passage so powerful is the idea that it could have gone either way. Jesus 
knew if he stood up for all that he lived for, for all that he believed, for all that he held dear, he 
would be killed. He knew that if he followed God’s will it would lead to a cross. Not because God 
needed him to die, but because men could not allow him to live. So, he sat there in Gethsemane and 
he prayed. Knowing what was coming, he prayed, “Not my will, but yours.” Then he rose and stood 
up for all that he had lived for. Gethsemane reminds us that Jesus chose his fate, but more important-
ly, it reminds us that we choose our own as well. When have you found tension between your own 
will and God’s will? How did you journey through that season? What words did you pray? How did 
you experience God? 
 

Prayer: Jesus, help us to choose God’s will over our own. Amen. 
 

Saturday: Read John 20:1-18 
As you read the passage from John today, you are invited to reflect on this resurrection poem: Reality 
by Michael Coffee. 
 

Today is another day. 
Today is resurrection day, and that is a new reality. 

Today there is a living Jesus after there was a dead Jesus. 
And a living Jesus is a new reality, a new creation. 

You see, we thought reality was done. 
We thought God was done. 

We thought creation was done. 
We thought Jesus dead on the cross and placed in the tomb was done. 

 We thought we were done.  
But this is it, and this is everything: 

God isn’t done! Creation isn’t done! Jesus dead isn’t done! We aren’t done! 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection 

are the future of God’s work for all creation 
breaking into our current reality 

as the new reality. 
 

Prayer: God, we are grateful that today is another day. Amen.  


