
Sermon Notes 

 Series: Long Story Short           Sermon:  The Church 

Acts 1:6-11 
So when they had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set 
by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he 
had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While 
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  
 
Monday: Read Acts 2:1-21 
It’s unfortunate that we associate “being spiritual” almost exclusively with an inward focus, medita-
tion, and quiet prayer.  There is certainly nothing wrong with being calm, serene, and peaceful, but 
that’s not the way the Holy Spirit tends to work in scripture.  When the followers of Jesus gather in 
the house for Pentecost (which was first a Jewish holiday, celebrating God’s gift of the law to Mo-
ses), it was nothing particularly special.  Just another holiday gathering, like Mother’s Day or Memo-
rial Day.  Then, the same Spirit that made a teenage girl the mother of God, the same Spirit that 
drove Jesus into the wilderness, the same Spirit that anointed Jesus for ministry, that very same Spir-
it drives the church out into the streets, pulling them out to encounter the whole world.  The wind 
comes, and the church changes — they are still speaking all sorts of foreign languages, but somehow, 
now they understand each other, now they see the connection, now they recognize the bond.  It’s an 
amazing, remarkable sight, and not everybody understands.  Some even think they’re drunk, it’s 
such a raucous scene.   It doesn’t sound very calm or serene, does it?  How might this story change 
the way we understand what it means to be “spiritual?”  In what ways has the Holy Spirit driven you 
into action?  How might our church open ourselves up to the Spirit’s movement? 
 

Prayer: Come Holy Spirit.  Breathe into us new life.  Help us to see.  Amen. 
 



Tuesday: Read Acts 9:1-22 
Our faith begins with an empty tomb, and the amazing discovery that even the grave can’t hold back 
God’s power at work in Jesus.  It only follows that if Jesus isn’t in tomb, then he’s on the loose — he 
keeps showing up, in our lives and in our church.  There are many times when Christ’s presence is a 
great comfort, and the only thing that keeps us going.  But there’s also a flip side to all of this: the 
risen Christ doesn’t just bring comfort; sometimes he knocks us sideways, blinds us, calls us.  Christ 
sends us, confronts us, converts us, and intervenes in our lives.  There is something both frightening 
and reassuring about a God who can turn my life upside down.  It begs the question: If God could 
make an apostle out of someone like Saul, then what can God do with someone like me? 
 

Prayer: Open our eyes, O God, to see the world anew.  Amen. 
 
Wednesday: Read Acts 11:1-18 
It seems to me that the key to good hospitality, to really being welcomed, is that the host changes for 
the guest, and not the other way around.  Peter doesn’t welcome Cornelius into the church condi-
tionally; he doesn’t say, “Cornelius, you are welcome to join our church, provided you are circum-
cised, obey the laws of Moses, and follow a kosher diet.”  Instead, God calls Peter to offer a radical 
welcome in which Peter has to change his ways, he has to “kill and eat” food he considers unclean.  
God calls Peter to change in ways that challenge what Peter has done, thought, and been his entire 
life.  Think for a moment about some of the times in your life when you have been a guest, when you 
were new, when you were a stranger.  What are some of the ways you were made to feel welcome 
and wanted and appreciated?  What are some of the ways you have been made to feel unwelcome?  
What can our church learn from these experiences? 
 

Prayer: Help us, O God, to offer your welcome and grace.  Amen. 
 
Thursday: Read Philippians 4:4-7 
Did you know that Paul wrote the letter to the Philippians from jail?  “Rejoice in the Lord always” – 
Paul wrote those words from a prison cell.  We don’t know why he was there, or how long he 
thought he’d be there, or what hope he had of getting out.  The prospects probably weren’t good.  
And yet here he is rejoicing, giving thanks, and telling the Philippians (and you and me) to rejoice 
and give thanks, too.  It is a reminder that Paul didn’t just believe this stuff when times were good; 
the blessings of God are not something that will come and go.  Even when Paul was at his lowest, 
even when his future was most uncertain, he says: REJOICE…ALWAYS.  When the peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, comes to us in Christ Jesus, a prison cell can’t take it away, grief 
can’t take it away, death can’t take it away, NOTHING can take it away.  Even in the middle of the 
rock-bottom worst that life can throw at us, joy remains – the joy that comes from knowing you are 
not alone, the joy that comes when God’s spirit is at work in you, the joy that comes from knowing 
without a doubt upon what and upon whom your hope rests.  Joy never fades.  “Weeping may linger 
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for the night,” the psalmist tells us, “but joy comes with the morning.”  Where are you finding joy in 
your life right now?  What is keeping you from rejoicing?  How can you draw on the power of God’s 
peace in these moments? 
 

Prayer:  Holy God, fill us with your peace — the peace that passes all understanding.  Amen.   
 
Friday: Read Romans 10:13-17 
It’s interesting that Paul doesn’t say, “beautiful are the words of those who bring good news,” or 
“beautiful are the faces of those who bring good news,” or “beautiful are the churches of those who 
bring good news.”  Pauls says, “beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.”  Paul quotes the 
prophet Isaiah here in his reminder to the church in Rome that the gospel has to be taken to the peo-
ple who need to hear it.  Most of us are here today because someone took the time, effort, and ener-
gy to tell us the story of Jesus, to tell us the truth about God.  That means we now have the great gift 
and opportunity to return the favor.  We are called to get on our feet and carry that good news to all 
the places it needs to go.  If not us, then who?  If not now, when? 
 

Prayer: Equip us, O God, to share your gospel to the ends of the earth.  Amen. 
 
Saturday: Read Hebrews 11:1-12:2  
The book of Hebrews isn’t really a letter; it’s a sermon.  In fact, it’s a very good sermon.  And the 
preacher goes through the names and stories of the people who shaped the church’s mission and wit-
ness.   He reminds us of the names we know so well: Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Moses.  It’s almost 
like a stroll through the church cemetery, walking among the tombstones and recalling the names of 
the saints who came before us: Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Gideon and Samson, David and Samuel.  We are 
a people shaped by our stories, and the writer of Hebrews tells again the stories of how we got here.  
Why tell those stories?  What is so important?  What does that have to do with us?  With today?  
With tomorrow?  After the walk through the graveyard in chapter 11, the preacher starts chapter 12 
with a very important word: therefore.  “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perse-
verance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”  Keep run-
ning the race, keep moving forward, keep inching closer to the finish line.  Because of those folks 
who came before us, therefore we know we can face tomorrow. We look back not just to see where 
we’ve been, but to see where we can go, to discover what we are capable of.  If we’ve come this far 
by faith, then with God’s help, how much farther can we go? 
 

Prayer: Loving God, when we are fearful of the future, remind us of your steadfast love.  Amen. 


