
he made her queen. This didn’t really give her much power, but she was surely able to get closer to 
the king than others could. This is important because the king has issued a decree that would wipe 
out all the Jews in the empire, and at this point in history, all the Jews in the empire meant all the 
Jews in the world. So Mordecai, who was Esther’s cousin and a father figure to her, pulls her aside 
and says, “You have to do something about this. You’re the only one who has a chance.” Esther was 
understandably reluctant; she knew any action she might take would likely have dire consequences..  
“You’re right,” Mordecai says. “It’s a dangerous mission. But maybe this is exactly what you are here 
for. Maybe this is why you became queen in the first place. Maybe God put you here for exactly this 
moment, for just such a time as this.” As you reflect upon your life at this moment, for what do you 
believe God has put you here? What mission or purpose might God have in store for you? What 
kind of call is God placing upon your life? 
 

Prayer: Loving God, give me the strength and the courage to go where you lead.  Amen. 
 

Sermon Notes 

 Series: Long Story Short           Sermon:  What the Lord Requires 

Micah 6:6-8 
“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before 
him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my 
body for the sin of my soul?’ He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does 
the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”  
 
 
Monday: Read Ruth 1:6-22 
Naomi lives in Bethlehem with her husband and two sons, but a famine has come to the land, and 
they are forced to travel to a distant land, a foreign land, in search of food and a livelihood. They set-
tle in Moab (modern-day Jordan), Jewish refugees in an Arab land. It isn’t all bad, though — Na-
omi’s family finds food, and her sons find wives. But before long, Naomi’s husband dies, and as if 
that wasn’t enough, her sons die as well. Now she is stuck in a foreign land, seemingly alone, only 
her two foreign daughters-in-law by her side. Naomi decided it was time to head back to the land of 
Judah, so she told her two daughters-in-law, “Our situation is hopeless — go back to your own peo-
ple.” One daughter-in-law heads home, but the other, Ruth, stays with Naomi: “where you go, I will 
go.” At first, Naomi doesn’t see this as helpful or hopeful. That’s what it is like to be lost, isn’t it?  
It’s not that there isn’t a way out; it’s just that we can’t see the way out. And Ruth is going to make 
sure Naomi won’t have to go through this alone. That’s the good news here: God shows up. Some-
times in friends and family, sometimes in strangers and passersby, sometimes in thunder and light-
ning, sometimes in that still, small voice, but no matter what: God shows up, and that means we are 
not alone. Ruth’s promise to Naomi is God’s promise to us, and it is through Ruth’s legacy that 
God’s promise is secured. When Jesus, Ruth’s descendant from the House of David, comes to be 
with us, and to stay with us…when even death on the cross cannot separate him from us — we 
know that God’s promise is secured. Where we go, God will go. What comfort do you find in 
knowing you are not alone? In what ways do you sense God’s presence in your life? 
 
Prayer: Eternal God, thank you for never leaving or forsaking me.  Amen. 



Tuesday: Read 1 Samuel 17 
One day in the valley of Elah, two armies face each other down. A seemingly unbeatable giant is 
breathing threats and pounding his chest, and the Israelites say to themselves, “There’s no way we 
can win.”  Until David shows up and says, “Listen: we are the people of the living God. What do we 
have to be afraid of?” When you serve the living God, the world doesn’t have to work the way we 
think it does. All those things we take for granted — that the only way to beat power is with more 
power; that there’s only so much to go around; that evil is going to have its day — when you serve 
the living God, you begin to realize that all those things we take for granted don’t always have to be 
that way. Swords and spears and armor are no match for five smooth stones and a sling. A giant is no 
match for a shepherd boy. They aren’t underdogs — not when they serve the living God. When have 
you seen the ways of God overcome the ways of the world? In what ways do we underestimate God’s 
power to transform? 
 

Almighty God, remind me of your power to overcome any and every obstacle.  Amen. 
 

Wednesday: Read 2 Samuel 7:1-17 
David said to Nathan the prophet, “It doesn’t seem right that I get to stay in this nice house, and that 
God’s house is a tent — a tabernacle.” So David wanted to build a temple for the ark, a temple for 
God, something solid and fine — something permanent, made of cedar and stone. Nathan thought it 
was a good idea too, until that night when the Lord spoke to him. But then consider what Eugene 
Peterson wrote about this passage, “God’s word to David through Nathan was essentially this: ‘You 
want to build me a house? Forget it—I’m going to build you a house. The kingdom that I’m shaping 
here isn’t what you do for me but what I do through you. I’m doing the building here, not you. I’m 
not going to let you confuse things by launching a building operation of your own. If I let you fill Je-
rusalem with the sights and sounds of your building program—carpenters’ hammers, masons’ chis-
els, teamsters’ shouts—before long everyone will be caught up in what you are doing, and not be 
attentive to what I am doing. This is a kingdom that we’re dealing with, and I am the king. I’ve got-
ten along without a so-called house for a long time now. Where did you ever come up with the idea 
that I need or want a house? If there’s any building to be done, I’m doing it.’” What David doesn’t 
understand, and what we too often forget, is that God doesn’t mind living in a tent. In fact, living 
among the people is all part of God’s plan. In time, we know, God will move among his people yet 
again. “And the Word became flesh and dwelled among us,” John writes. God doesn’t need a house 
of cedar or stone, for God’s house is made of skin and bones. The house and line that God builds for 
David, God in fact builds for all of us. And so on that day so many years ago the Lord tells David, and 
today the Lord reminds us: Only God can build a house made sure forever. In what ways do we try 
to limit or contain God? When has God taken your plans and turned them into something better? 
 

Prayer: God of grace and glory, help me to trust in you.  Amen. 
 

Thursday: Read Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah was a prophet in Judah, the southern kingdom, during the 8th century BC. Prophets were 
called upon to proclaim a message from God — to tell the truth, often the hard truth most of us 

One day in the valley of Elah, two armies face each other down. A seemingly unbeatable giant is 
breathing threats and pounding his chest, and the Israelites say to themselves, “There’s no way we 
can win.”  Until David shows up and says, “Listen: we are the people of the living God. What do we 
have to be afraid of?” When you serve the living God, the world doesn’t have to work the way we 

that the only way to beat power is with more 
when you serve 

the living God, you begin to realize that all those things we take for granted don’t always have to be 
that way. Swords and spears and armor are no match for five smooth stones and a sling. A giant is no 

not when they serve the living God. When have 
you seen the ways of God overcome the ways of the world? In what ways do we underestimate God’s 

David said to Nathan the prophet, “It doesn’t seem right that I get to stay in this nice house, and that 
a tabernacle.” So David wanted to build a temple for the ark, a temple for 

something permanent, made of cedar and stone. Nathan thought it 
was a good idea too, until that night when the Lord spoke to him. But then consider what Eugene 
Peterson wrote about this passage, “God’s word to David through Nathan was essentially this: ‘You 

I’m going to build you a house. The kingdom that I’m shaping 
here isn’t what you do for me but what I do through you. I’m doing the building here, not you. I’m 

before long everyone will be caught up in what you are doing, and not be 

called house for a long time now. Where did you ever come up with the idea 
that I need or want a house? If there’s any building to be done, I’m doing it.’” What David doesn’t 
understand, and what we too often forget, is that God doesn’t mind living in a tent. In fact, living 
among the people is all part of God’s plan. In time, we know, God will move among his people yet 
again. “And the Word became flesh and dwelled among us,” John writes. God doesn’t need a house 
of cedar or stone, for God’s house is made of skin and bones. The house and line that God builds for 
David, God in fact builds for all of us. And so on that day so many years ago the Lord tells David, and 
today the Lord reminds us: Only God can build a house made sure forever. In what ways do we try 

Isaiah was a prophet in Judah, the southern kingdom, during the 8th century BC. Prophets were 
to tell the truth, often the hard truth most of us 

don’t really want to hear. But we need to hear the truth, because we are so often surrounded by lies.  
The world tells us: Buy this product, and you’ll be happy. Take this pill, and you can eat everything you want, 
not exercise, and still lose weight. You can have it all — the American dream — no consequences, no sacrifices, 
no trade-offs; just put it on your Visa. We are constantly bombarded with lies, which makes it hard to 
hear the truth. Isaiah tells us the difficult truth, and calls people back to God. Isaiah calls us away 
from empty worship, from neglecting the poor, from selfish and greed decisions as people, and as a 
nation. He points to a future of exile and estrangement as the consequence of our unfaithfulness and 
injustice. But he also reminds us that this isn’t the whole story. That there will finally come a day 
when God will get what God wants. We usually read this passage about the peaceable kingdom dur-
ing Advent, as we are making ready for the coming of the Christ child.  But it is a vision we need 
now and always. Isaiah puts words and images to our strongest hope, and reminds us that good news 
and new life will come like a twig growing out of an old stump — that which seems dead, that which 
has been cut down, will once again grow and flourish, bringing wholeness and hope. Where have you 
see God bring new life to that which seems dead? Where are the stumps in your life where you hope 
to see a twig start to grow? 
 

Prayer: Gracious God, help us to trust in your vision of shalom.  Amen. 
 

Friday: Read Jeremiah 18:1-6 
Here Jeremiah uses the familiar image of a potter working at the wheel, shaping clay into something 
useful, even beautiful. You my think of that as a gentle, subtle, supple process, but that isn’t the case. 
First the clay must be mixed with the right amount of water, then slammed and slapped and pounded 
to get rid of any air bubbles; air in the clay equals an explosion in the fire. If there is too much water 
in the mix, the clay turns to mud; too little, and it crumbles in your hands. Then you have to center 
it on the wheel, pound it down and press it tight, or it might fly off into the distance once the wheel 
starts spinning. Then you can shape the pot, carefully pulling and manipulating the clay. Sometimes 
you might have the pot in half to see if the walls are even. Even more frequently, you might have to 
slam the clay back together and start over completely. So when God tells Jeremiah that, in the Lord’s 
hands, we are just like clay in the potter’s hands, that doesn’t just mean a gentle caress that will shape 
us into something beautiful. If God is going to shape us and change us and transform us, it may in-
volve something a little more jarring, just as the clay is slapped around, pounded down, and put into 
the fire. When God says we are like clay in the potter’s hands, do you hear those words as comfort 
or warning? What struggles might we go through to be transformed into what God intends for us? 
 

Prayer: Eternal God, shape me into who you would have me be.  Amen. 
 

Saturday: Read Esther 4:1-17 
The story of Esther takes place in Susa, one of four capitals in the Persian empire, about 475 years 
before Christ. 100 years before that, the Jewish people had been overrun by Chaldeans taken into 
exile in Babylon. 50 years later, Babylon was conquered by the Persians, and the Jews were allowed 
to go home. Some, like Mordecai and Esther, decided to stay where they were. Esther, without let-
ting anyone know she was a Jew, became part of King Xerxes’ harem. Xerxes liked her so much that  


