
Sermon Notes 

 Series: Long Story Short           Sermon:  A New Beginning 

Revelation 21:1-6 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be 
his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will 
be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed 
away.” And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 
spring of the water of life. 
 
Monday: Read Revelation 1: 1-8 
John of Patmos wrote the letter we call Revelation to an oppressed group of Christians who experi-
enced a nightmare from imperial rule. Jesus, through John, summons readers and hearers not to 
worship Caesar and not to hear imperial propaganda as the final word. As modern readers we might 
wonder what Revelation has to say to us. Though we don’t have to battle empires like Rome in or-
der to worship God, we are held captive to other lesser gods that call us away from the one true 
God. We worship at the feet of powers such as pride, selfishness, and independence, forgetting that 
the power of God in Christ calls us to humility, self-sacrifice, and relationships of love. Into our lives 
of comfort, into our lives of isolation, into our lives of complacency, the risen Christ calls to us to 
rise up! The Revelation to John calls us to move out into the world to imitate Christ, the faithful 
witness, as we offer hope and love in the name of the one true God, who was, who is, and who is to 
come. What “lesser gods” do you need to lay aside in order to rise up in faithful witness to God? 
How might doing so be a new beginning for you?  
 

Prayer: God, in the midst of so many other voices, help us discern your holy voice. May your voice be the first and 
the final one in our lives. Amen. 



Tuesday: Read Revelation 5: 11-14 
Revelation is rich in worship scenes. Many beautiful and profound hymns have been written as a re-
flection on John’s Revelation, from Handel’s “Messiah” to Charles Wesley’s hymns. John’s writing 
also has some hard-hitting political significance within this worship scene. John’s apocalypse 
(apocalypse means uncovering) is a pulling back of the curtain to uncover the truth about the Roman 
Empire (the way that Toto did in the climactic scene of the “The Wizard of Oz”). Revelation pulls 
back the curtain to expose the fact that Rome is not the great eternal power it claims to be. Rome 
must not be worshiped. Only Christ is worthy of our complete allegiance, our whole praise, our 
pure bliss and unabashed joy. So what holds us back from full praise today when we don’t have to 
fear persecution? Perhaps it is our fear of losing or giving over our control. We may not be bound by 
a demanding emperor, but our culture has taught us that, if anything, we should be “in control” of 
everything, all the time. Through John’s uncovering the truth, we can be set free from the bondage 
of having to be right all the time — it’s exhausting! Free from the chains of always being in control 
— it’s stifling! Free from fears that hold us back from experiencing the joy of full life in Christ — it’s 
crushing! And we can join in, with all of creation, singing to Christ who is completely worthy of our 
praise!  
 

Prayer: To the one seated on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 
ever! Amen.  
 
Wednesday: Read Revelation 7: 9-17 
In John’s vision he saw God’s people gathered around the Presence of God. And this time it wasn’t 
only the children of Israel gathered–but ALL people. All nations, all tribes, all languages. Gathered 
together waving palm branches and singing a song: “Salvation (Hosanna) belongs to our God sitting 
on the throne.” John was witnessing something new. But it was also something old. It was something 
old being done in a new way. It was the old story of God’s victory and God providing for God’s peo-
ple, but this time it was for all people. Everywhere. Salvation wasn’t just for some, but for all. John’s 
vision serves as a new growing vision for all God’s people, grafting into us all the sense that we’re a 
pilgrim people, but that our home is with God. We’re a pilgrim people, but our home is with all 
kinds of other people. Grafting into us a sense of expectation that we’ll all have a place in God’s pres-
ence. And we’ll all sing of the glory of God together. Yet the new beginning is not only for some 
time in the future. We are called to be the new beginning for God’s great vision. Who do you know 
that is left out? How might you be God’s witness to this growing vision by offering them welcome 
and inclusion? What old thing might our churches need to do in a new way to include others?  
 

Prayer: May I see others as fully worthy of entering into your presence, O God, for to you alone belongs salvation. 
Amen.  
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Thursday: Read Revelation 10 
John receives the bittersweet word of God, which tastes sweet but makes him sick to his stomach. It 
is not always easy to discern the truth. Even when we are confident of what the truth is, speaking it 
can be very painful. Like other prophets before him, John struggles with the call to speak the truth. 
The word of truth can come at a heavy price, as those who spoke out for Civil Rights in the era of 
Jim Crow know all too well. Truth does not come cheap. But the struggle to offer a faithful witness 
can bring a sudden burst of hope, an inspired confidence in the reign of God brought a little bit closer 
by each courageous act of truth. Can you think of times when Christian words of love, acceptance, 
and peace prompted a bitter reaction? How did the church respond? Have you ever had to say some-
thing or do something difficult but right? How did it feel? Was there a glimpse of hope even in the 
struggle?  
 

Prayer: God of hope, strengthen me to speak your word of truth in love. Amen.  
 
Friday: Read Revelation 21:1-22:7 
Revelation does not nullify human history and simply return to the Garden of Eden. Instead, it brings 
the garden into the city. A city represents human community, life together. A city is not individualis-
tic but communal. The church, the community of faith, the people of God, is the anticipation of this 
new city. The new heaven and earth does not replace the old one, as though God starts all over. This 
world, God’s good creation, is not replaced but redeemed. God does not “make all new things.” God 
“makes all things new.” Have you ever wished to erase the past and start all over? It can’t be done can 
it? But something new and beautiful can be made from even our most broken of pasts. How does this 
picture of the new heaven and earth help you think about God’s work of making “all things new” in 
your life? Family? Church? Community?  
 

Prayer: God of light, I give thanks for your redeeming work in my life and in the world. Amen.  
 
Saturday:  Read Revelation 22: 8-21 
Dr. Rick Lowery, President of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society, has said that though the 
church is an impure vessel, unworthy to carry the pure testimony it has been given, it is only as we 
bear the testimony of Jesus to a broken and unwhole world that we come to experience our own 
healing. As we offer the healing water of God to a hurting world, we ourselves are healed. As we 
bring the thirsty a drink of God’s pure water, we ourselves are purified. And, though still imperfect, 
uncertain, and unwhole, we can greet with celebration the assurance of the one who calls to us, 
“Surely I am coming soon.” Are there situations in your life, in the church, in society, that need the 
healing presence of Christ? Have you ever found yourself healed when you helped someone else? 
How did you experience that healing?  
 

Prayer: Alpha and Omega, your healing presence makes all things new. Thanks be to God! Amen.  


