
 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

 KIDS’ Sunday           Sermon:  Surprise! 

Luke 24: 13-35 
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were 
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk 
along?’ They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, 
‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in 
these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and 
leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was 
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morn-
ing, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen 
a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 
found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how fool-
ish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not neces-
sary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As 
they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But 
they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed 
and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he 
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up 
and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They 
were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had 
happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 



Monday: Read Luke 24:13-24 Puzzled followers: “They didn’t find his body” 
Just as Luke shared details about Jesus’ birth that no other gospel included, so he also includes this 
unique Emmaus story about the resurrection day. Jesus, unrecognized, walked with two disciples 
discussing recent events. They were disillusioned (“we had hoped”), sad about the crucifixion, and 
stunned that some women said Jesus’ body was not in the tomb. Note that these two followers gave 
no sign that they believed the report—just that it puzzled them. Cleopas, like the other disciples, 
was still in the grip of preconceived ideas of what the Messiah would be and do. In what ways can 
preconceived ideas today make it harder for you to trust the Bible’s testimony? When have you found 
greater joy and peace after letting God alter or overturn some fixed idea you may have held for 
years?  
 

Prayer: Loving Lord, when I am discouraged, disillusioned or disbelieving, come and join me on the road. It is at 
those times that I need your living presence with me. Amen.  
 
Tuesday: Read Luke 24:25-32 “Weren’t our hearts on fire?”  
On the road to Emmaus, Jesus interpreted for his discouraged followers “the things written about 
himself in all the scriptures, starting with Moses and going through all the Prophets.” As he broke and 
blessed bread for them, they recognized him in a flash of insight and memory. His transformed body 
disappeared, but they joyfully realized that their hearts were “on fire” as Jesus made the Bible clear. 
Scholar William Barclay said this story “tells us of the ability of Jesus to make sense of things ... Jesus 
came and talked with them, and the meaning of life became clear and the darkness became light ... It 
is only in Jesus that, even in the bewildering times, we learn what life means.” Can you recall any 
“aha!” moments when something painful and puzzling suddenly made more sense in the light of Jesus’ 
love and grace?  
 

Prayer: Jesus, as I walk the road of faith continue to reveal yourself more fully to me. Amen.  
 
Wednesday: Read Luke 24:33-49 “You are witnesses”  
After meeting the risen Christ at Emmaus, the two disciples rushed back to share the news with the 
others. As they were speaking, Jesus himself appeared, explained the Scriptures to the disciples and 
commissioned them to share his message of repentance and forgiveness of sins. “You are witnesses,” 
he said, promising that God’s power would help them spread his message. Jesus conquered death, 
robbing evil of its greatest power. As Adam Hamilton says, “The resurrection means that the worst 
thing is never the last thing.” That is good news! But Jesus’ words in verse 48 apply to you today as 
much as they did to his first disciples. Jesus called you to share that hope with others. In what ways 
can you be a “witness” and share the hope of the resurrection this week? Next week? Throughout the 
next year?  
 

Prayer: Lord, help me to rejoice in the hope of the resurrection, and to be your witness, sharing that hope with 
others. Amen.  
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Thursday: Read Luke 24:50-53, Acts 1:1-8 Wait for God’s power  
From the gospel of Luke, Jesus’ story continued directly into “volume 2,” the book of Acts. Before 
leaving earth, Jesus charged his followers to witness to him, but not based on their own courage or 
cleverness. Instead, they were to wait for the Holy Spirit’s power. Some have even suggested that 
instead of “Acts of the Apostles,” we might better call Luke’s second volume something like “the Acts 
of Jesus through the apostles.” In Acts 1:15, we read that “the family of believers” included about 120 
people. In that light, consider the vast, ever-expanding scope of the task Jesus set before them: “you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” How did 
Jesus’ vision and commission make it imperative for his family of believers to always keep a mission-
driven, outward focus for their life together? How might our church need to turn outward in our 
mission and witness?  
 

Prayer: May your Holy Spirit strengthen me to be Christ’s witness from my doorstep to the ends of the earth. 
Amen.  
 
Friday: Read Acts 1:9-14 Not the end—but a beginning  
Luke wanted Theophilus (and all other readers) to know Jesus’ story didn’t end in Jerusalem with the 
cross and the resurrection, or even the ascension. The risen Jesus told his followers that the saving 
work he had begun would go on through the rest of human history and into eternity. The risen Lord 
left earth, but two men in white told them this was not the end of Jesus’ story—he would return. 
His followers devoted themselves to prayer to prepare for the huge task that now lay before them. 
The CEB Study Bible notes that “The spirit of unity and the practice of prayer are major features of 
community life.” Remember, some of this company were arguing about which of them would be the 
greatest at the Last Supper (Luke 22:24), and they would have disagreements in the years ahead (Acts 
15). What was their spirit of unity based on? That same spirit of unity is as crucial for us to carry out 
the mission Jesus gave us as it was for them. In what ways can you cultivate a spirit of unity, not of 
division, in your service to God?  
 

Prayer:  Help me, as a member of your diverse, worldwide family of believers, to live out the spirit of unity and 
peace your Spirit brought about in the first group of believers. Amen.  
 
Saturday:  Faithful Activity 
Take time today to look through your church directory. Pray for all the members. As you look 
through your directory think about the varied gifts of ministry represented in the different people. 
Pray for what God might be calling you to do over the next year in ministry. How might your pray-
ers of openness to God’s call help you be ready to accept a new challenge in faith?  


