
Saturday: Matthew 25: 31-40 
In this familiar text, the people say to Jesus, “when did we see you?” in the acts of mercy they have 
offered. I have a friend who is one of those people. She is generous with her time when someone 
needs a listening ear, she will stop and offer directions when people are lost, she will make a casse-
role to take to a sick neighbor. Yet, when someone acknowledges her life of ministry, she responds 
“What I do is not special. It’s not really even ministry.” But it IS ministry. Ministry to Christ! Jesus’ 
words today remind us that ordinary actions of love and mercy are holy. We will encounter Jesus in 
“the least of these.” We live our faith in what we do. And when we do it, we just might recognize 
the face of Christ. What difference would it make if we saw the face of Christ in all who need? For 
us as individuals? As families? As congregations? As communities? As a nation? As global partners?  
 

Prayer: Lord, may I recognize your face in the simple acts of love and mercy shared with “the least of these.” 
Amen.  
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Acts 8: 26-39 
 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethi-
opian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treas-
ury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So 
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you 
are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in 
and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he 
was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In 
his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away 
from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to 
some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being bap-
tized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into 
the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday: Read Romans 12: 9-21 
The imperatives in this reading relate to four circles of relationships: (1) kinship within one's own 
Christian community, (2) hospitality to "the saints," that is the Christian community beyond one's 
closest brothers and sisters in Christ and to strangers, (3) blessing directed to one's enemies, and (4) 
peaceable interactions with everyone. The circle of those to whom Christians relate in genuine love 
expands fully to include everyone. When defining a group, it is common that insiders will receive 
particular benefits, while outsiders are left out. Frequent flyers are upgraded to business class, em-
ployees of the month get better parking spots, membership has benefits, etc. Yet such distinctions are 
absent in the Christian life Paul describes. The Christian ethic of Romans 12 results in relationships 
marked by humble, generous love, no matter the character or status of those to whom Christians re-
late. What about this text is the most challenging to you? How might you take one step outside your 
comfort zone in widening your circle of relationships?  
 

Prayer: Let my love be genuine, O God, that I might live in your ways. Amen.  
 

Tuesday: Read Acts 16: 9-15 
A friend of mine met with a city official who was starting a first responder chaplaincy program. After 
their conversation, he said to her, “Pastor, here is your mission: As you head back to church, wonder 
about what God was saying to you in our conversation. What is it that you are supposed to take from 
this? What is that you might learn?” These questions presume that God is active in the ins and outs 
and choices of our days. Yet, too often, we don’t pause long enough to listen. I wonder what we 
would hear if we were even half as open as Paul was in today's reading where he receives a vision of a 
man in Macedonia calling to him and so he and Silas simply go. This much I do know, we definitely 
will not receive such visions if we do not open ourselves to hear God calling. There are a thousand 
ways we can spend our days, our energies, our efforts. In the midst of our choices, what would it 
mean if we simply wondered how God is speaking to us? How can we be more open to seeing a vi-
sion from God? How can we respond more fully to that vision? 
 

Prayer: Lord, send me a vision of your mission for my life and help me to faithfully respond. Amen. 
 

Wednesday: Read Matthew 9: 9-13 
At some point in our lives, we have been the stranger, the person who is out of his or her comfort 
zone and whose presence challenges the comfort zone of others. In those moments, only two choices 
remain: welcome or alienation. The warm bridge or the cold shoulder can come from either side. 
But the situation only requires one person to move toward or away from the other. In those awk-
ward moments, Jesus always took the initiative, but that initiative caused scandal. He went out of his 
way to reach everyone, including the sick, the outsiders, and the misfits. And he included them in his 
circle of friends. As much as the Pharisees defined themselves as exclusive, Jesus became inclusive. 
He reached out to the undesirable and the untouchable. He wanted to bring them into the Kingdom.  
Have you ever felt like a stranger? Has someone reached out to you, to make you feel welcome? 
What happened? How has Jesus helped you to reach out to others? Especially those not like you? 
 

Prayer: May I, like you Lord, become a friend to all. Amen.  
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Thursday: Read Mark 10: 17-22 
This text, often known as The Rich Young Ruler, is a hard piece of scripture for us to read. He had 
done so many things to live according to the rules of his faith but when he asked Jesus what else he 
must do, and Jesus gave him an answer, he simply could not do it. He could not let go of his comfort 
and follow Jesus. I know this text is explicitly about wealth but I think under the surface the real is-
sue is giving up control or comfort, leaving safety behind, throwing caution to the wind. We all have 
some “thing” or some way of living that we, like the rich ruler, want to hold on to for dear life. The 
question I am pondering today is how does our holding on keep us from following Jesus? Maybe the 
very things we think will save us – security, stability, comfort – are the things that truly keep us from 
experiencing the salvation of a life lived fully in Christ. What “things” that make you feel secure do 
you think Jesus would call you to let go of? How do those “things” keep you from truly living out 
your faith? What would it take for you to let go and step out of your comfort zone to follow Jesus?  
 

Prayer: Strengthen me, O Christ, to move out of my comfort and follow you. Amen.  
 

Friday: Read 2 Timothy 1: 6-14 
In this second letter to Timothy, Paul encourages his young assistant to live the Christian life and ex-
ercise his gifts. Just get in and do it and don’t shrink from it. "Do not be ashamed," says Paul. "God 
did not give us a spirit of timidity." This was true for Timothy, it is true for us. Here is Paul's advice: 
Affirm the indwelling presence of Christ. "I remind you," says Paul, "to fan into flame the gift of 
God." As believers, we have received the powerful presence of the “Holy Spirit living in us.” Yet, we 
forget the Spirit’s power, forget that Christ stands with us through life, forget to draw on his resur-
rection power. So, Paul reminds us, along with Timothy, to fan into flame the gift of God that is it-
self a spirit of power in our lives. What fears keep you from living out your faith with a spirit of pow-
er? What wise mentor helps you (like Paul did Timothy) to live more fully into that spirit of power?  
 

Prayer: Thanks be to God for wise mentors who help me discover the power of shared faith. Amen.  
 

Saturday: Read Genesis 12: 1-9 
The call of Abraham speaks a powerful word today in those instances when we are called to leave all 
that is known behind; to relinquish all our comforts and securities; to follow God; to depart on a 
journey without a map. The journey may be long, sometimes much longer than one may have 
thought. It is a journey with many ups and downs, many joys and sorrows. But it is journey filled 
with many, many promises -- the most important being the promise of God’s presence to show us 
the way. Have you ever had an experience that felt like leaving everything you knew behind? Were 
you able to see God’s promise and blessing in the midst of it? When has following God been hard? 
Where were the joys in that journey? 
  

Prayer: God of promise, call me out of myself and into your purpose for my life. Amen.  
 
 
 


