
Saturday: Matthew 25: 31-40 
In this familiar text, the people say to Jesus, “when did we see you?” in the acts of mercy they have 
offered. I have a friend who is one of those people. She is generous with her time when someone 
needs a listening ear, she will stop and offer directions when people are lost, she will make a casse-
role to take to a sick neighbor. Yet, when someone acknowledges her life of ministry, she responds 
“What I do is not special. It’s not really even ministry.” But it IS ministry. Ministry to Christ! Jesus’ 
words today remind us that ordinary actions of love and mercy are holy. We will encounter Jesus in 
“the least of these.” We live our faith in what we do. And when we do it, we just might recognize 
the face of Christ. What difference would it make if we saw the face of Christ in all who need? For 
us as individuals? As families? As congregations? As communities? As a nation? As global partners?  
 

Prayer: Lord, may I recognize your face in the simple acts of love and mercy shared with “the least of these.”. 
Amen.  
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So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set 
by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he 
had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While 
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath 
day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they 
were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Mat-
thew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were con-
stantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 
Jesus, as well as his brothers. In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd 
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, 
which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who 
arrested Jesus— for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.”(Now 
this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong, he burst open in 
the middle and all his bowels gushed out. This became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so 
that the field was called in their language Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) “For it is written in the 
book of Psalms, ‘Let his homestead become desolate, and let there be no one to live in it’; and ‘Let 
another take his position of overseer.’ So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day 
when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” So 
they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they 
prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have cho-
sen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 
apostles. 



Monday: Read Luke 1: 1-4 and Acts 1: 1-3 
Luke set out to write a history of Jesus’ mission in the world and of the development of the Church. 
He begins by speaking about predecessors and about his reasons for writing. Theophilus, for whom 
he writes, has “been instructed” (Lk 1:4), probably meaning he was already a Christian, perhaps a 
new Christian. Luke wrote so that Theophilus could “know how well-founded are the things you 
have been taught.”  It may be surprising to find that history writing is an important faithful act. After 
all, there are so many pressing needs in the normal routines that make up our lives. Yet history is an 
important act, not only of remembering faith but of moving into the future in faith. Knowing our 
history and sharing it with others helps us faithfully live into a future with our eyes on God’s continu-
al movement among us. Who are the historians in your family? In your church? How has knowing 
your personal history helped you to move faithfully forward in your life? In what ways has exploring 
and sharing your congregational history empowered the church to move forward even, maybe espe-
cially, in uncertain times?  
 

Prayer: May the history of your Church, O Christ, give us wisdom and strength for the future. Amen.  
 
Tuesday: Read 1 Corinthians 2: 1-5 
Doing ministry, which we’ve all been called to do as Christians, can feel a bit like being thrown into 
a pressure cooker. We have a tendency to look around and wonder if we will ever be able to do a 
good enough job at the ministry of Christ we’ve been given. I was comforted to hear a mentor in 
ministry recently say that he has stopped trying to be more than ordinary, that he has seen the value 
of taking joy in the ordinary or mediocre, even in his weaknesses.  I am coming to see that the beauty 
of the ordinary work we all attend to in ministry is that the Lord is pleased to use even it. Beneath 
and behind and inside our ordinary acts of ministry is the extraordinary God who specializes in dis-
playing power through our weaknesses, our ordinariness, our fear. Have you ever been worried that 
your gifts for ministry were too ordinary for God to use? How might you reframe your thinking to 
recognize the extraordinary working of God through your ordinary gifts in ministry?  
 

Prayer: Take me and use me as I am, O God, that others might see your extraordinary work through me. Amen.  
 
Wednesday: Read Romans 12: 1-2 
I love the way the Message puts these 2 verses, “So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: 
Take your everyday, ordinary life – your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life – 
and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do 
for him.” Eugene Peterson says there’s a basic tension in our understanding of worship. We keep try-
ing to confine worship to the sanctuary, but God commands us to extend worship out to our homes, 
our neighborhoods, and workplaces, out into the world. Worship is the style of life in which our 
bodies become living sacrifices before God. That means worship is not something we do, it is some-
thing we live. We can worship in and through our ordinary daily activities – a cup of coffee shared 
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with a friend, a church meeting to plan an outreach event, a game of cards with our grandchildren. 
Do any of the ordinary activities you participate in feel like worship to you? Does knowing all your 
life is worship change the way you live your everyday, ordinary life?  
 

Prayer: May my life become a living sacrifice for you, O God. Amen.  
 
Thursday: Read Luke 8: 1-3 
Giving of our resources is an ordinary faith act! Often, we are tempted to see giving as one more 
thing we "ought" to do -- a burden. Author Lesslie Newbigin suggests another approach to mission 
giving in his book, Mission in Christ’s Way: "It is not that the church has a mission and the Spirit helps 
us in fulfilling it. It is rather that the Spirit is the active missionary, and the faithful church is the place 
where the Spirit is enabled to complete the Spirit’s work." Newbigin goes on to explain that mission 
is the overflow of a great gift -- the fulfillment of God’s promise to us. Quoting Acts 1:8 “…you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you; and you will be my witnesses...” he emphasiz-
es that this is a promise, not a command. The passage does not say, "You must go and be witnesses." 
It says, "The Holy Spirit will come and you will be witnesses." There is a vast difference in these two 
statements. God has given us the gift of sharing in God’s mission in the world by witnessing to God’s 
acts in the past and in the present. Giving is being in mission. Giving is an ordinary, faithful commit-
ment to proclaiming the Gospel. Have you ever considered your commitment to give of your finan-
cial resources as a sign of the Holy Spirit’s work in your life? In what ways might the Spirit be moving 
you to give to your church’s mission right now? Thank you for your witness to the Gospel through 
the giving of your resources!  
 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, move in and through me to become a strong witness for the Gospel. Amen. 
 
Friday: Read Philippians 4: 1-9 
Friendships may seem just an ordinary part of life, yet they are holy. Though Paul did not explicitly 
describe it as such, the teaching in these nine verses can essentially be seen as guidelines to friendship 
rooted in Christ, or “holy friendship.” In this letter to the Philippian congregation, Paul emphasizes 
the active participation of companions as co-followers in the service and mission of the gospel, calling 
these friends synergon. I love that Greek word because it sounds so similar to our English word 
“synergy,” which means a combined effort that results in increased effectiveness. Together as co-
followers, companions, holy friends, there is nothing in life we can’t face together or do together 
better. Holy friends call each other forth to a shared life in Jesus, becoming a community of people 
who sustain one another in the journey of faith, rejoicing together in the Lord. In what ways does the 
church provide for the development of holy friendships? Give thanks for your holy friendships. How 
is your group of friends better able to face life together than alone?  
 

Prayer: Thank you Lord for the holy friendships you give that help strengthen us on the path of life. Amen.  
 


