
Sermon Notes 

 

 

Series: EXTRAordinary  Sermon:  A Woman’s Touch 

 
 
 
 

Mark 5:24b-34 
And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. Now there was a woman who had been suf-
fering from hemorrhages for twelve years. She had endured much under many physicians, and had 
spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. She had heard about Jesus, and 
came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, for she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I 
will be made well.” Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was 
healed of her disease. Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in 
the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?” And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd 
pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’” He looked all around to see who had done 
it. But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before 
him, and told him the whole truth. He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in 
peace, and be healed of your disease.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday: Read Job 42: 1-6, 10-17 
As a whole, Job deals with the nature of evil and misfortune in our lives. It reminds us that horrific 
things can happen to even the very best of us. It boldly proclaims that such things are not punish-
ments from God, nor are they demonstrations of divine impotence. And, the end of the Book of Job 
tells us something else: when the dark night is over, the sun always rises. With God, there is always 
the promise of restoration. Hope. Resurrection. We don’t know when it will come. We don’t know 
how deep the darkness will get, or how long it will hang over us like a pall. The end of Job is a re-
minder to anyone sitting in the ashes – and to all of us who will one day sit in the ashes – that as bad 
as things may get, as low as we may feel, one day all shall be well again. In what ways do you connect 
to Job’s story? How have you experienced restoration?  
 

Prayer: Help us to trust in your faithful promise of abundant life with you, God. Amen. 
 
 
Tuesday: Read 2 Kings 5:14-17 
The story actually opened in 2 Kings 5:1 with the discovery of Naaman's ailment and his skepticism. 
Two characters of weakness (Naaman's small Israeli slave girl and his chariot driver) push the proud 
general into humbling actions. But the shame of visiting Israel for a cure and bathing in the muddy 
waters of a small river reward the soldier with a change. His rough skin turned smooth. But the more 
important change came from within. The arrogance of the soldier turned to gratitude. And his alle-
giance turned from the gods of his home country to those of a foreign land. Naaman saw the hand of 
God working, and he believed. This conversion challenges us. Do we see God's miracles in our lives? 
In what ways do they change us? How do they strengthen our faith?  
 

Prayer: Loving God, remind me of the miracle of my own transformation. Amen. 
 
 
Wednesday: Read Matthew 11:28-30 
Rabbis invited people to learn to keep the Torah. This was called taking "the yoke of Torah" Torah 
teachers would teach the accepted interpretations or yoke of their community which included a long 
list of practices, obligations, and rules, but sometimes a Rabbi would have a new interpretation or 
yoke. Jesus’ invitation to rest, is different, new unexpected, a gift: “For my yoke is easy, and my bur-
den is light.” How do you “take Christ’s yoke upon you? In what ways does Jesus ease your burden?  
 

Prayer: Jesus, I come to you to find rest for my soul. Amen. 
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Thursday: Read John 9:1-5 
I know that this story of giving sight to the blind, like all the stories of Jesus giving sight to the blind, 
is about God giving spiritual sight to all of us who are spiritually blind. It’s about God showing all of 
us the way with new eyes, and a fresh look into the Universe that God made. But, it’s also a remind-
er that Jesus comes to us. And digs in the dirt. And spits in his hand. And slathers us with paste. So 
that our new eyes may behold the Light of the World and I wonder if that is not just as important. 
How has Jesus given you new eyes to see? What has been revealed to you? How might you do what 
Jesus does? 
 

Prayer: Jesus, open my eyes, show me the Light of the World. Amen. 
 
 
Friday: Read Isaiah 61:1-11 
God is speaking of Jerusalem. The Holy City. The City of David. The place that once housed the Ark 
of the Covenant, and thereby the very Presence of God himself. The faith of Israel that was in tatters. 
Would the God who had brought them out of the fiery furnace in ages past once again work wonders 
in Israel? It doesn’t take much looking around these days to see things in ruins. Economies. Jobs. 
Marriages. Childhoods. Educations. Health. Lives. The list goes on and on. Injustice, oppression, 
hurt, sorrow, pain, and strife are reality. But, our God is a God who builds up and restores, who 
heals broken bodies and broken spirits, who is at work in the world around us. How have you experi-
enced God’s restoration? Where do you see people with “lives in tatters?” How might you bring hope 
into those places? 
 

Prayer: God, help me to be an agent of restoration with you. Amen. 
 
 
Saturday: Read Revelation 21:1-5a 
“The Holy City of Jerusalem came down out of heaven from God.” Note that God’s reality 
comes here. Day by day, and week by week we pray, “thy kingdom come,” and in the twenty-first 
chapter of Revelation that prayer becomes a reality. The kingdom comes. When God says, “behold I 
make all things new,” this is what God means. This is what that looks like. God dwells with God’s 
people, and not just in a Tabernacle or Temple, but everywhere. Heaven, earth, Jerusalem, and all 
reality has been altered and made totally new by the saturating Presence of God. This is what it 
means to be made new. 
 

Prayer: Eternal God, I pray your Kingdom come here and now, fill the earth with your presence, make us all new. 
Amen. 
 


