
Sermon Notes 

 

 

Series: EXTRAordinary  Sermon:  The Little Guy 
 

 
 

Luke 19: 1-10 
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see 
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was 
short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, 
because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must 
stay at your house today.” So he hurried down and was happy to welcome 
him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the 
guest of one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, 
“Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” Then 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too 
is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the 
lost.” 



During this week we will look at a few biblical stories that highlight the way individuals pre-
pared for their encounter with the Holy (God).  Each day be ready to ask if you have gone 
through these preparations for your weekly encounter with the Holy in worship and commun-
ion.  

 
Monday: Moses - Read Exodus 3:1-12 
Moses’ life can be divided into three sections, each being 40 years in length. First, his life in the 
Egyptian court, which ended with Moses running away ahead of those who would take his life. 
Second, his life in the wilderness among the sheep, which ended with Moses running to his 
people as a life giver. Third, his life in leadership of a wandering nation, which ended with Mo-
ses looking at their future without him. Each portion of his life prepared him for the Holy’s 
direction in his future. How has God directed your past to make you ready for your future en-
counters with the Holy? 
 

Prayer:  Direct my life in the way you want it to go.  Thank you for leading me, Lord. Amen. 
 
Tuesday: Jacob - Read Genesis 32:22-31 
In this passage, Jacob meets with the Lord or an angel of the Lord or the Holy. This meeting 
changes his life.  He gets a new name, a limp, and the opportunity to live. To say that he wres-
tled with the Holy brings us to ask if we ever wrestle with the Holy? The individual who wants 
everything to go his way (that was Jacob) is sometimes me. The Holy confronts and I give my 
reasoning or excuses. Then the struggle ensues. I leave with my limp, my life, and the name 
“Christian,” a name that I do not deserve, but gratefully wear. When was the last time that you 
wrestled with the Holy?  How were you prepared for that confrontation?   
 

Prayer: Thank you for the name that I love to wear.  Amen.  
 
Wednesday: Paul - Read Acts 9:1-19 
Paul had been preparing for this encounter, but he never realized it until much later when he 
could look over his life and realize that hearing Stephen give his dying testimony, witnessing 
the people he arrested for being Christian, and so much more prepared him. The voice and 
light on the road brought him to a standstill just long enough for the Holy to get through. Life 
can be filled with so much that hearing the Holy is very difficult. Paul learned that in some of 
the most painful ways. He was stopped by God many times so that he could hear what he need-
ed to hear. On roads, in jails, on the water, Paul had to take the time to hear the Holy. Have 
you ever experienced God interrupting your life to speak to you a new message, a new way of 
living? How did you experience that Holy presence? What difference did it make in your life?  

Prayer:  Interrupt my life often, Lord, for I tend to miss your presence.  Amen. 
 
Thursday: Agrippa - Read Acts 25:13-22 
The Holy used Paul’s words to speak to the power of a king. Agrippa was almost convinced but 
not quite. Sometimes power is too hard to give up in order to accept the Holy. As humans, we 
like power, in all forms. We think we use it for good, but often we do not. Kings and govern-
ments often justify their own wielding of power in those same terms, but we often see the de-
structive consequences of powerful people and governments reeking havoc on communities 
and individuals. Power can corrupt. What power do you keep? Does that power place a barrier 
between you and the Holy?     
   
Prayer:  Rescue me from the temptation of power so that I always be in the presence of the Holy.   Amen. 
 
Friday: Eutychus - Read Acts 20:7-12 
Just as the one in the window, we tend to get involved with what we are thinking in worship. 
We become distant from the moment faith. We miss the point. Our attention journeys to far 
distant places. Then losing our balance, we fall back into the present with a thud and wonder if 
anyone noticed. (Of course, that only happens to me.) Staying in the present is most difficult. 
But to experience the Holy, the present is the only place to be.  How do you come to worship? 
What do you bring? What do you leave behind? 
 

Prayer:   Precious Lord, give me rest to prepare to meet you in worship.  Keep me alert so that I can give an 
hour to prayer.  Fix my sight on the present.   Amen. 
 
Saturday: Samaritan Woman - Read John 4:1-42 
This unnamed woman came with baggage, lots of baggage. Her life was an open book to her 
community, filled with regrets that she could never change. On top of that, when confronted 
with her opportunity to be with the Holy, the Holy knew everything. Privacy is what I want. 
The greatest right for me would be privacy, not merely noninterference, but total privacy. 
Having the Holy around only when it is convenient to me. I want to be in charge of my life. My 
way, my will, my… This life is difficult enough without being totally alone. What part(s) of 
yourself do you bring to God? What do you try to hide or keep secret? How can you offer all 
that you are to the Holy, even your regrets? 
 

Prayer: Holy Presence, come into my life, my heart, my world.   Amen. 


