
“Woman, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Je-
rusalem…when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth…” If you go back to 
the story just before this one, you will learn about Nicodemus, a man of power and prestige, a Jew, 
a pillar of the community. He comes to Jesus by night, and he thinks he has all the answers. Jesus 
offers the gift of life, and he leaves unable to accept it.  “How can this be?” he asks. But in the middle 
of the day, Jesus finds this woman, this Samaritan woman, this nobody, and Jesus offers her the gift 
of life, too. Living water, gushing up to eternal life. Jesus isn’t impressed by Nicodemus, and he is-
n’t condescending to the Samaritan woman. He just has this gift, this precious gift, that he wants the 
world to receive. Jesus offers that gift to you, and he offers it to me. How will we respond?  How 
will we share the story? 
 

Prayer: Gracious God, guide me to the well of living water, that you will quench my thirst. 
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Proverbs 24:3-4 

By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is established; by knowledge the rooms are 
filled with all precious and pleasant riches. 
 
 
Monday: Read 1 Peter 2:1-10 
1 Peter isn’t really a letter; it is a baptismal sermon. In our baptism we are claimed by God, and 
born into a new life of Kingdom living, called to open ourselves to God’s extraordinary grace that 
invades our (so we thought) ordinary lives. Once we were not a people, scripture says, but now we 
are God’s people: the church, called out to “Proclaim the mighty acts of him who called us.” That’s 
the mission of the church.  Buildings and budgets come later.  Boards and committees and bylaws; 
Baptists, Presbyterians, Methodists; Sunday schools and choirs and everyone in their best clothes; 
VBS and special offerings and covered dish dinners: it all comes later. We have been given a gift of 
new life. We are God’s people. Jesus tells us: cure the sick, raise the dead, proclaim the good news. 
Everything that matters comes out of doing those things.  Doing those things is what the church is, 
and when we don’t do those things, it doesn’t really matter what else we do. How are you being 
built into this kind of person?  How is our church living out this mission and purpose? 
 

Prayer: Help us, Lord, to be a spiritual house and a holy priesthood, offering our lives to you.   
 
Tuesday: Read Luke 2:41-52 
Here is Jesus at twelve years old. He’s ditched his parents and gone to the temple. Mom and Dad 
aren’t happy. Jesus doesn’t get why they don’t understand him. Sure, there’s more to it than that.  
This story paints Jesus and his family as devout Jews, making the required pilgrimages and observing 
the required holy days. This story solidifies Mary as the caring mother who “pondered all those 



things in her heart.”  In this tale we see the beginnings of the tension that comes from following the 
ways of God rather than the ways of the world. But the greater tension, perhaps the more striking 
image, is that of the adolescent Jesus arguing with his parents. Each point of view makes sense: Jesus 
was in the temple, for heaven’s sake; it’s not like he ditched school to go on tour with the Grateful 
Dead. Jesus was doing the work of God. And yet, how can you fault Mary and Joseph for being upset? 
It took them three days to find Jesus. THREE DAYS! In Jesus God has become one of us.  More than 
just putting on the right clothes and a little make-up, God has become one of us, with all the joy and 
sorrow and ambiguity that come with it. This is the story of that becoming, living in between who he 
has been and who he will be, wrestling with what that means, sensing and discerning and claiming his 
vocation, his calling from God. Of course, we’re also in the middle of becoming who we will be: try-
ing to live into whom God will have us become, and we all know that it isn’t easy. How are you be-
coming the person is God is calling you to be? What kind of tension or “growing pains” are you expe-
riencing on the journey? 
 

Prayer: Help me, O Lord, to increase in wisdom, and grow in your favor. 
 
Wednesday: Read John 4:7-21 
This passage describes love in terms of the incarnation. When God becomes one of us in Jesus Christ, 
it changes the nature of God: God takes on all that it means to be human – all the joy and pain and 
ecstasy and agony, even to the point of death – and comes out on the other side. After this, God is 
never be the same. And neither are we. The incarnation changes the nature of humanity, too. What it 
means to be human is different now because God has chosen to become human. If God can dwell in 
one of us, then God can dwell in any of us: a mysterious visitor in the garden, a stranger on the road 
to Emmaus, the homeless woman sitting outside the movie theater, the old man in front of us in line 
at the post office. Therefore, to love God is to love our neighbor; to love our neighbor is to love God. 
That’s the foundation of God’s incarnation in Jesus. Loving and serving God is not vague or fuzzy, and 
it is not just about what we feel inside our hearts. It is particular, it is real, it has flesh and blood. How 
will you live out this call to love in your life this week? 
 

Prayer: Help me, O Christ, to love others as you have loved me. 
 
Thursday: Read Romans 12:9-21 
Paul knows something about the peculiarity of being wrapped up in a winner-take-all, me-first, only-
the-strong-survive kind of world, while at the same time called to a different kind of life completely.  
Paul tells us we are not to be conformed to the former, but transformed by the latter. On a first read, 
this text seems like a list of “how-to’s” that will make this happen: love and honor one another; be 
zealous; be patient and hopeful; pray; practice acts of giving and hospitality; bless your enemies; cele-
brate; mourn; be humble; live peaceably. Not a bad list. Certainly these are noble, upright endeavors 
to pursue. But Paul does not intend this as a checklist for moral Christian living; Paul is not so much 
instructing as describing. Paul is painting a portrait of what a transformed community might look like. 
It’s a subtle difference, but a substantial difference nonetheless. For the first eleven chapters of his 

survive kind of world, while at the same time called to a different kind of life completely.  

letter to the Romans, Paul tells of the grace of God. Here in chapter twelve, Paul tells us not how to 
achieve that grace, but rather how that grace forms who we are. We are different because of it, not 
only in the way that we relate to God, but in the way we relate to each other. We come together as 
the church because we trust that when we are together in community, we are in God’s hands, hands 
that will shape us into the people God calls us to be, fit for service in God’s Kingdom. Which of 
Paul’s descriptors of transformed community do you see in our church? Which do you see in your 
family?  How is your life being shaped by God’s grace? 
 

Prayer: Spirit of the living God: melt me, mold me, fill me, and use me. 
 
Friday: Philemon 1-25 
Paul’s letter to Philemon is case study in the changes that life with God brings. Philemon is wealthy, a 
man of status, a leader in the church, a faithful Christian….and also a slave-owner. I wish that in this 
letter Paul had addressed the evil of slavery, but he doesn’t. The letter isn’t about slavery, and Paul 
doesn’t try to solve the problem of slavery in it.  He does, however, seek to act in love toward a par-
ticular slave named Onesimus. Onesimus had likely run away from Philemon’s household, and while 
imprisoned in Rome, Paul adopted Onesimus and shared the good news with him. He was converted 
by Paul, just like Philemon had been years earlier. So Paul appeals to Philemon to respond to Onesi-
mus as a member of the Christian family. Paul says, “Take him back, not as a slave but as a brother.” 
In other words, Paul asks Philemon to extend to Onesimus the same grace Philemon himself has re-
ceived in Christ.  Just as we are welcomed into the family of God, we are called to live as the family 
of God, not just in our hearts and minds, but in our real, everyday life. What Paul asks of Philemon 
would not be an act without consequences, both economic and social. Grace changes everything, and 
sometimes that is going to stretch us and bend us and move us in ways we may not want to go. How is 
God’s grace challenging you this week?  How do you think you might be called to stretch and grow? 
 

Prayer: Help me to open my life to your grace. 
 
Saturday: Read John 4:5-42 
It’s easy to read this story and accept the conventional wisdom: the woman at the well is a Samaritan, 
an outcast, a loose woman. But I’m afraid our instincts about her are wrong. She’s a loose woman, we 
say — five husbands and now a man who is not her husband. But In her culture, divorce was not the 
woman’s choice. The men passed the women around. One took her and gave her a divorce; and then 
another, and then another. She did not choose to take five husbands and another man.  She was cho-
sen; she has been passed around like a piece of meat. But what kind of woman comes to the well at noon, by 
herself?  She came to the well at noon because she needed water, not because she was an outcast. If you 
run out of water, you go back to the well, regardless of time. If she were an outcast, who would have 
listened when she ran back to her people, proclaiming the good news of the living water?  Would the 
Samaritans have left everything to follow the Messiah just because an outcast said so? But she is a Sa-
maritan, we say, and this is worst of all.  She worships on Mt. Gerazim, not Jerusalem. But do you 
know what Jesus says?  


