
 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

Series: Love Letters  Sermon: Dear Church, Keep Your Eyes Open 

 

 
 

Ephesians 1: 15-23 
 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and 
for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my pray-
ers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you 
a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes 
of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called 
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is 
the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the 
working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is 
his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday: Read Psalm 119: 33-40 
Psalm 119 is a "wisdom" or "instructional" psalm. Verses 33-40 express what the church's work is all 
about - desiring God, God's ways, and God's word. Seven of the eight verses begin with an impera-
tive verb: "teach me," "give me," "lead me," "turn my heart," "turn my eyes," "confirm," and "turn 
away." The last verse brings the stanza to a fitting climax: "See, I have longed for your precepts." 
Together these verses clearly identify the theme of the stanza: desiring God, God's ways, and the 
word of God. God is the ultimate human desire because God alone can satisfy true human longing. 
God's word is that which is most to be desired by God's people because it alone is truly worthwhile. 
God's way alone is the true way; therefore, it is most to be desired. How has God’s word led to a 
desire to seek God and God’s ways in your life? In what ways has studying God’s word led you to 
turn away from selfish desires and vain pursuits?  
 

Prayer: Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. Amen.  
 
Tuesday: Read Luke 24: 13-35 
The Emmaus story is one of my favorites. Partly because I think it is Luke’s great promise about 
Christian worship. Think about the four-part movement of the narrative: 1) the two travelers are 
met on the road, 2) have the scriptures opened, 3) share in a meal that reveals the identity and pres-
ence of Christ, 4) and then are sent to share and live the good news. That strikes me as remarkably 
parallel to the classic Christian pattern of worship involving gathering, word, meal, and sending. 
Here Luke tells us a story about two disciples that is really a story that makes a promise to those 
reading the gospel then and now: in Christian worship, you will be encountered by the risen Christ. 
In what ways do you encounter the risen Christ through your reading of scriptures? How is the risen 
Christ revealed as we worship together?  
 

Prayer: May our reading of your word and our practice of worship reveal your presence, O Christ. Amen. 
 
Wednesday: Read 2 Timothy 1: 3-7 and 3: 10-17 
This letter is written to remind Timothy that he can persevere because of what he has come to know 
and believe. The letter calls to mind the people who have taught Timothy: Eunice and Lois, Paul, and 
others in the faith community who lived faith into him. Timothy possesses, from exposure to scrip-
ture during his childhood, knowledge, and confidence regarding God’s salvation. This letter, on the 
whole, expresses less interest in theological arguments or proofs and more interest in reminding 
Timothy that his identity springs from within a lineage of lived, demonstrated faithfulness - God’s, 
Paul’s, and others’ who have raised him in the faith. Paul urges Timothy to persevere, not by ex-
plaining to him why the faith is correct or useful, but by reassuring him that the faith is part of who 
he already is. It’s as close to him as his genes. Imparted, lived, experiential knowledge of God’s salva-
tion has brought Timothy to where he is, and it is enough to sustain him. Who first taught you a love  
for the scriptures? What women and men have lived the faith into you? In what ways have their 
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for the scriptures? What women and men have lived the faith into you? In what ways have their 

teachings helped you persevere in the faith?  
 

Prayer: Thanks be to God for those who, with patience, have trained me in righteousness. Amen. 
 
Thursday: Read Nehemiah 8: 1-10 
Something powerful and transformative happens when Ezra opens the book. The people consent to 
listen to God’s word with their whole hearts, to receive what’s read in a spirit of openness and vul-
nerability, and to express their comprehension in acts of celebration and sharing. It’s an astonishing 
image of a communal Bible reading experience that takes a diverse group of people on a journey from 
attentiveness to comprehension to affirmation to wonder to grief to worship to joy to celebration. I 
read it over and over again with an aching sense of need, desire, and envy. When was the last time 
we read the Bible with such sustained attentiveness and expectation, savoring the sweetness and the 
sorrow it contains? When was the last time we trusted God’s word in ways that brought us to our 
knees in relief and gratitude? When was the last time we allowed the Bible to draw us so deeply into 
community that we couldn’t help but celebrate and share the goodness of God with other people af-
terward? What would it be like to open the book and find such authentic joy?  
 

Prayer: May we, as a community of faith, attend God’s word with our whole hearts. Amen. 
 
Friday: Read Luke 4: 14-21 
Luke offers this reading scene as the inaugural act of Jesus’s ministry in which he proclaims his identi-
ty, purpose, and vocation. What I love about the scene is that Jesus chooses to reveal the meaning of 
his life and work through the beloved and well-worn words of Scripture. Words his audience has 
heard a thousand times. Words no doubt rich with communal memory and meaning, but also words 
in danger of losing their power through over-familiarity. It’s not as if the Son of God is incapable of 
writing a shiny, new mission statement. But he doesn’t improvise; he opens the book and makes the 
old words of the tradition his own as if to say: the word lives, here and now. It is organic, it breathes, 
it moves in fresh and revolutionary ways. The word of God is neither dull nor dead. It is alive. Is the 
Bible fresh or dull, organic or stagnant, alive or dead, in your spiritual perception? Is the Bible a go-
to book you open when you are searching for meaning and purpose? Do you allow it to shape your 
core longings?   
 

Prayer: May the Bible shape for us, as it did for Jesus, our human vocation. Amen. 
 
Saturday: Read Your Favorite (or find a new) Scripture Passage as Lectio Divina 
Lectio Divina means divine reading. It is not Bible study. It is a way of living into God’s word. You 
will read the passage aloud four times. First reading: What word or phrase jumps out as you read? 
Second reading: Reflect on what God is showing you today through this reading? Third Reading: 
What response does this reading prompt in you? Fourth reading: Rest in God’s word for you today. 


