
 

Sermon Notes 

Series: Everyday Faith                Sermon:  Faith in Community 

 
Proverbs 27:19 

Just as water reflects the face, so one human heart reflects another. 
 
 
Monday: Read Acts 1:6-11 
The story of Jesus’ ascension is primarily a call story.  Jesus gathers his disciples and gives them a job 
to do, sending them out as “witnesses” in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria — all the way to the ends of the 
earth.  Jesus also promises the disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit to equip them for their new 
work.  And with that, he’s gone — off to the right hand of the Father, ascended to heaven, no long-
er in one place but in all places…with us, to be sure, but with us now in a different 
way.  Awestruck, the disciples stare into the sky.  You can picture the scene, these eleven guys, 
standing in a field, hands in their pockets, looking up at the clouds.  They look where Jesus once 
was, but is no longer, not unlike those who looked for Jesus in a tomb (this is, after all, an Easter 
story as well).  And as the disciples crane their necks heavenward, the angel speaks: “Why are you 
looking up there?  He’s not there anymore — didn’t you see him go?  Don’t just stand there!  Did-
n’t Jesus give you a job to do?”  So the disciples go, just as Jesus commanded, and they get on with 
the job of being the church, the body of Christ in the world.  It’s a reminder that Jesus’ ascension 
doesn’t mean we shift our focus to heaven; it means we continue Jesus’ work here in the 
world.  We need not to look up to heaven but out on our sisters and brothers, for whom we have 
been called to serve as witnesses, proclaiming the good news with our words and through acts of 
love and service.  In what ways have you been tempted to “look toward heaven” instead of the work 
Jesus has called you to?  What does it mean to be a witness?  Where are you called to carry Christ’s 
message? 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, may my words and my actions tell others the story of your love.   
 



Tuesday: Read Acts 2:1-12 
Community is always tough, but God keeps drawing us into relationships.  From the earliest days in 
the garden, God looks at Adam and says, “It’s not good for you to be alone.”  Throughout Jesus’ life 
and ministry, he is calling people together to a new life, a new way, a new community, a new fami-
ly.  At Pentecost, it’s the Holy Spirit who drives everyone out of their homes and together into one 
body.  They’re from all over the known world, speaking all the different languages you can imagine, 
with different customs, different traditions, and different beliefs.  But through the power of the Spir-
it, this strange collection of people becomes the church.  In what ways have you experienced the Holy 
Spirit’s work of bringing people together?   
 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, breathe new life into your church, that we might go wherever you send us. 
 

Wednesday: Read Matthew 5:13-16  
Jesus addresses his followers in the Sermon on the Mount using two images from everyday life.  You 
are salt, says Jesus, and you are light.  Notice first that Jesus doesn’t say, “You really should be salt 
and light,” or “If you had your act together, you’d be salt and light,” or “I’d really like for you to be 
salt and light.”  It isn’t aspirational; you are the salt of the earth and the light of the world, he says…
already…right now.  Salt adds flavor, zest, and taste to food.  French fries don’t taste like much with-
out it.  Salt also preserves — quite important in a culture without refrigeration.  Light is pretty self-
explanatory, too.  Light helps us see; it makes things brighter, clearer, knowable.  Taken together, 
what you may notice about light and salt is that they’re not worth much of anything on their 
own.  They’re no good in and of themselves.  We don’t really ever see light.  What we see is what 
the light lights up.  Light has to reflect off of something to do any good.  Light has to shine on some-
thing.  And salt doesn’t do much when it’s in the shaker; it has to make contact.  Salt has to get on 
something or get in something to change the flavor or help it last.  See what Jesus is doing?  He keeps 
talking to us, but he’s talking about everybody else.  You are salt; not for yourselves, but for the 
earth.  You are light; not for a closed community, not to be hidden under a bushel, but for the whole 
world.  How are you serving as salt in light in your community?   
 

Prayer: Gracious God, send me out to be salt and light for the world. 
 
Thursday: Read Romans 13:8-10 
When Paul says that love is what we owe our neighbor, he’s not just talking about our fellow Chris-
tians.  The Greek word Paul uses for “one another” is translated literally as “the other.”  In other 
words, Paul is talking about the folks who are not like us, people who look different and worship dif-
ferently.  Paul uses the word “neighbor “here in the same way Jesus does in the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, a reminder that our neighbors aren’t just “good church people like us;” they’re also Samar-
itans, the people we like least in the world.  Paul tells us we owe our neighbors more than just getting 
to know them, more than just a conversation every now and then; we owe our neighbors a continuing 

debt of love.  What does it look like to love your neighbor in the way Paul describes?  In your own 
words, what do you feel you “owe” your neighbors? 
 

Prayer: Eternal God, help me to act in love toward all. 
 

Friday: Read John 14:1-7 
“In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places,” Jesus says.  There is a place for you in God’s 
family.  We usually hear this passage as a word of comfort at a funeral, but it’s important to remem-
ber Jesus didn’t speak those words at a funeral, which means it’s not just that we have a place in 
God’s house when we die; we have a place in God’s family today.  God’s house has many rooms, and 
not only is there a place for you, but there’s a place for everybody else, too.  Those who see the 
world differently, those who practice their faith differently, those who believe differently…God gath-
ers us all together under one big roof as family.  There’s room enough for all.  What do you find chal-
lenging about God’s diverse family?  What brings you comfort? 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, you see past the lines that separate us, and call all to your table.  Help us to do the 
same. 
 
Saturday: Read Mark 3:1-6 
Today’s scripture is a reminder that love always comes with a cost.  The road to the cross starts here 
as Jesus takes a stand on the side of grace.  Jesus sees the suffering of the man with a withered hand, 
and decides his need is more important than keeping the Pharisees happy.  Jesus knows what will hap-
pen; he goes in with his eyes open.  Mark tells us he can feel the Pharisees’ hardness of heart, and it 
makes him angry…and it makes him sad.  Jesus knows exactly who these guys are, and he knows the 
power they wield, and he knows they have a tendency to hold a grudge.  Jesus knows exactly what 
will happen if he takes them on, and he heals the man’s hand anyway.  From here out, the rest of Jesus’ 
life is just a long walk to Calvary’s hill.  Love always comes with a cost…but it is worth every little 
bit. 
 

Prayer: God of grace and mercy, empower me to love and serve boldly, no matter the cost. 
 
 


