
 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

Series: Love Letters  Sermon: Dear Church, You Aren’t Finished Yet 

Ephesians 4:1-16 
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. But each of us was given 
grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said, “When he ascended on high he 
made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.” (When it says, “He ascended,” what does 
it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the 
same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) The gifts he gave 
were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full 
stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind 
of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in 
love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole 
body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working 
properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 
 
 
Monday: Read Proverbs 6:1-6 
What is wisdom? It’s knowledge, but it’s more than knowledge. It’s experience, but it’s more than 
experience. It’s understanding, but it’s more than understanding. It’s maturity, but it’s more than 
maturity. What is wisdom? Maybe it is the presence of knowledge, experience, understanding and 
maturity in the life we are living. Sounds easy, right? But if it were easy, it wouldn’t be wisdom. 
Paul Tillich once wrote, “Without the experience of awe in the face of the mystery of life, there is 
no wisdom.” Maybe wisdom is simply making the most of the time that we have. Being grateful. 
Counting our blessings. Naming those things that bring us joy. Standing in awe of the mystery that 



surrounds us. Maybe that is the place where we feast on the Wisdom of God. How would you define 
wisdom? In what ways are you wise? How might you grow in wisdom? 
 

Prayer: Holy One, grant me wisdom for this day. Amen. 
 
Tuesday: Read Psalm 133 
This is one of the Psalms of the Ascents, psalms that were songs for pilgrims in worship, either on the 
way to Jerusalem or returning from there. What does that mean? Well, if this psalm was 
a pilgrim psalm, and the people were traveling together, sometimes for weeks or more in order to 
get to Jerusalem, guess who they would be traveling with? Family!  And their families would be trav-
eling with extended family, and community members and neighbors and friends. So, it would be like 
our whole church taking a journey together for several weeks, living together, sharing the same 
space, the same belongings, the same food, the same facilities… ‘good and pleasant’ might not be the 
words that first come to mind for us, and maybe that’s why we need this psalm to remind us. How 
do you experience community with people in your family? Your community? Your church? In what 
ways do you experience annoyance or frustration living in your community? How do you resolve or 
reconcile in community? 
 

Prayer: Lord, place in my heart a song of unity. Amen.  
 
Wednesday: Read 1 Corinthians 13:10-12 
This is the ending of a text that is familiar to many of us, a text we will explore more fully in a couple 
of weeks, but these two verses are often left out when we study the 13th chapter of Corinthians. 
Read Eugene Peterson’s words from these two verses from The Message (a paraphrase translation): 
"We do not yet see things clearly. We are squinting in a fog, peering through the mist, but it will not 
be long before the weather clears and the sun shines bright. We will see it all then, see as clearly as 
God sees us, knowing God as directly as God knows us. But for right now, until that completeness 
comes, we have three things to do. Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love extravagantly." In 
what ways do you do these three things? How do trust, hope, and love help you to see more clearly? 
How might God be inviting you to grow in faith? In hope? In love? 
 

Prayer: May faith, hope, and love grow abundantly within me.  Amen. 
 
Thursday: Read John 17:20-26 
As it was for the disciples then, so too is it crucial for us today to return to Jesus’ prayer, for it de-
scribes his hope, his vision, and his picture of what we, his followers, are to look like and how we are 
to live our lives together. It is a prayer for community. Jesus prays that, “all may be one.” Within that 
community the prayer is for unity: “that all may be one.” Does that mean we all have to get along all 
the time? Does that mean we all have to agree all the time? If one thinks of this as a functional/
political statement, it would seem to call for constant agreement and accord. But if one thinks more 
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in ontological terms then it becomes who we are. We are one in Christ whether we agree with each 
other or not. We are one in Christ whether we like one another or not. To become a part of Christ is 
to become a part of the community; a part of the one. Jesus’ prayer reminds us that our unity, our 
“oneness” is to be a sign to the world of God’s love for us in Jesus Christ. If you have been a part of a 
family, a member of a church, or a community, you know that within that love there can be disagree-
ments and squabbling. We are human. But the mystery of the incarnation is that God desired unity 
with us so much, God became one of us. It is with God’s help that we can live into that oneness. In 
what ways have you experienced they unity that Jesus prayed for? How do you, with God’s help, live 
into that oneness? 
   

Prayer: May we be completely one with you, God, and with one another. Amen. 
 
Friday: Read Philippians 1:27, 2:1-4 
There are times in our lives when we grasp at once how vital unity is. It may be during a meal with 
friends or at a family gathering when we see all present conversing and happy to be in one another’s 
company. Past differences or misunderstandings may not have totally vanished but they lose their 
strength and importance as the bonds of shared affection are celebrated. Such experiences are privi-
leged moments. Unity becomes a living reality. And we realize that it is a gift, perhaps the greatest of 
all gifts, one which we desire deeply and which gives us an unsurpassed joy. In his letter to the Philip-
pians, Paul speaks at length about both unity and joy. The tone of the letter is one of familiarity and 
confidence, as among people who have learned to share their lives and appreciate one another. We 
sense how the Gospel has turned strangers into friends, we might even say into family. Have you ever 
seen how the Gospel can turn strangers into friends, and even into family? What root causes of divi-
sion is it good that we be aware of? In what way does the gift of Christ “carry us forward”? 
 

Prayer: Loving God, let the same mind be in us that was in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
Saturday: Read Colossians 1:9-10, 15-20 
Paul prays that the Colossians would be filled with the knowledge of God’s will. Once the Colossians 
understand what God wants—something that comes to them through spiritual wisdom and insight 
and not the earthly kind—then they will be empowered to live toward their hope in a way that 
properly (worthily) reflects God’s character. Living this way begins a cycle that includes good works 
and opens the door for greater knowledge, which allows one to live even more worthily, and so on 
and so on, a circle of ever-deepening growth in Christ. As Christ lives in us, we are shaped in the im-
age of the invisible God. What does this passage tell us about the church? About ourselves? How are 
we “held together” by Christ? 
 

Prayer: May we be filled with the knowledge of your will, O God, and may we live out your will today and every 
day. Amen.  


