
 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

Sermon: Lost. Found. Saved. 

 
 

Luke 15: 1-11 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sin-
ners and eats with them.” 
 
So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and los-
ing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the 
one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders 
and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neigh-
bors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was 
lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who re-
pents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 
 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found 
it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found the coin that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 
 
 



Monday: Read Luke 15:1-7 
Those listening to Jesus would probably have resisted the idea of identifying themselves with any 
shepherd—shepherds were held in low regard in Jesus' day. This is a bit odd—Moses had been a 
shepherd, and so had King David. Israel read and valued the beautiful Psalm 23. But the shepherd in 
Jesus' story was not even outstanding at his basic job, because he’d lost one of his sheep. So, we can 
imagine the listeners frowning and perplexed—why should we think we can learn anything from this 
mediocre practitioner of a despised profession? But Jesus' point was that this shepherd did one im-
portant thing right. Even though he had a flock of 100, when even one was missing, he noticed! And 
THAT was the lesson Jesus wanted to teach about the heart of God. Every “sheep” mattered to the 
shepherd, and every person matters to God. And, therefore, as we commit ourselves to follow God, 
every person needs to matter to us, too. Have you ever been, spiritually, a lost sheep? How im-
portant was/is it to you that God never “writes you off,” but always seeks to bring you home? In 
what ways is God calling you to care for every “sheep?” 
 

Prayer: Thank you, Jesus, that you seek us when we are lost. Amen. 
 

Tuesday: Read Exodus 32:1-14 
The Israelites were an impatient bunch. Frustrated with how long this was dragging out. Quickly for-
getting God’s faithfulness on their journey. We don’t like to wait very much either, do we? But there 
is great spiritual treasure to be found in waiting—the practice of cultivating patience. It’s a practice 
that raises faith to a profound trust that God is working and moving even when things seem to be go-
ing nowhere. That God’s good time is the right time. That glaciers move, even against all appearanc-
es to the contrary. It’s a practice which forces us to put our own needs aside and focus on seeing the 
world and the unfolding of God’s plan and revelation as God sees fit to unfold it. It can be frustrat-
ing. But it can also be beautiful. God’s faithful promise revealed in the people of Israel and in us. In 
what area of your life are you waiting today? How might you trust more fully in God’s faithfulness? 
 

Prayer: Holy God, grant us the faith to trust that you hold all things. Amen. 
 

Wednesday: Read Psalm 51:1-10 
The psalmist feels beyond mercy, and yet utters this prayer of desperation to the one from whom 
mercy is assured. The Hebrew word hesed, translated in verse 1 as “steadfast love,” refers to the cove-
nantal relationship between God and the people of Israel. God has promised to be theirs and they 
have promised to be God’s; the covenant is a mutual promise to be for each other. Hesed is love that 
can be counted on, rooted in, and rested in. The psalmist knows who God is and pleads for mercy 
from within the fold of God’s never-ending compassion. The words of Psalm 51 are the desperate 
words of one who feels cut off from the presence of God, but despite our conviction that we might 
be beyond mercy, the God who is mercy, loves us beyond measure. When do you feel cut off from 
the presence of God? What reminds you of God’s mercy? How do you experience God’s steadfast 
love for you?   
 

Prayer: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Amen. 
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Thursday: Read Luke 15:8-10 
Jesus spoke of a woman who had 10 valuable silver coins and had lost one of them. If identifying with 
a shepherd was a stretch for the religious leaders listening to him, identifying with a woman was even 
harder in that male-dominated society. But, like the shepherd, the woman who lost the coin showed 
a great sense of urgency—she lit the lamp, and she swept and swept her whole house searching for 
that coin. It was valuable—the equivalent of a day’s wages. If you knew someone hid $100 some-
where in the sanctuary, wouldn’t we be likely to start searching for it? What would you do once you 
found it? How does this picture of God celebrating over every lost person who is found shape your 
attitude?  
 

Prayer: Help us, God, to always look for the lost among us that all people might experience your saving love and 
grace. Amen. 
 

Friday: Read Genesis 45:1-15 
Joseph is able to look upon the hardest days of his life and see the hand of God working for himself 
and all of God’s people. He’s able to look upon the awful experience of being forsaken by family, 
sold as a slave, and subsequently exploited and plunged into jail – as God moving mightily to save 
people from famine. We often wonder if there is not an easier way. And yet, the story of Joseph ex-
emplifies the notion that God does not promise to take away all possibility of pain and discomfort–
but rather God promises to be with us. God promises to make great things happen, but not all great 
things come easily. Some great things happen after a harrowing trip to Egypt. Some great things 
come from strange dreams. Some terrible and wonderful things happen in life. And God is with us 
through them all. In what ways have you experienced God’s presence in the midst of a painful expe-
rience? The relationship between Joseph and his brothers was ultimately restored. How have you ex-
perienced God’s restoration? 
 

Prayer: Faithful One, walk with us through the terrible and wonderful things of life, that we might trust fully in 
your promise of abundant life.  Amen. 
 

Saturday: Read Luke 15:11-32 
The father had been watching for him. He ran to the son, and his welcome went far beyond the 
young man’s greatest hopes. He was thrilled to have him home. But someone was missing. The older 
son was nowhere to be found. Where had he gone? Maybe he had gone to the same place all of us go 
when we feel unappreciated and unvalued. He was angry at the attention lavished on his good-for-
nothing brother just for coming home—after all, he’d been there all along! The father went out to 
find him, and he pleaded with him to come in, to be part of the family, to enjoy the party. But we 
don’t know if he ever did. Have you ever felt like the older brother? What do these stories suggest 
about the nature of God? In what ways are we tempted to focus inwardly as a congregation? How can 
we continue to seek those who might be lost? 
 

Prayer: Jesus, may we always celebrate and rejoice when one who was lost is found. Amen.  


