
Sermon Notes 

Sermon:  Help Wanted 
Luke 10:1-11 

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town 
and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labor-
ers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go on your 
way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no san-
dals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if 
anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to 
you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves 
to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people 
welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The king-
dom of God has come near to you.’ But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, 
go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in 
protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’  
 

Monday: Read Exodus 35:1-36:7 

Exodus 35-40 portrays, in great detail, the construction of the Tabernacle. Early in the exodus from 

Egypt the people had been disobedient by constructing a golden calf. Here God renews the covenant 

and the people respond with generosity and obedience by offering their work as a gift to God. Such 

obedience, in the work of both men and women to supply materials and build the Tabernacle, is an 

external demonstration of loyalty to God. The external action of their work is internally motivated 

by their faith. Notice the actions of the people: bringing needed objects (freewill offerings), spin-

ning, carving, stone cutting, embroidery. Today’s reading of the beginning of the Tabernacle con-

struction is not as much about the construction of something beautiful as it is about the obedient ac-

tions required to build it. Have you ever thought of your skills as necessary for the building up of the 

kingdom of God? What gifts or skills do you have to use in honor of the Lord? How is your outward 

action of work rooted in your faithfulness?  
 

Prayer: Lord, strengthen me to use my skills as a freewill offering to honor you. Amen 

 



Tuesday: Read Jonah 1:1-3:2 

Poor Jonah. He often stands as an example of one running away from his work, his calling. I’ve heard 

Jonah used as an illustration of punishment for not following God: “You know what happens to those 

who deny God’s calling on their lives? They get thrown overboard and swallowed up.” But this inter-

pretation ignores God’s persistence in affirming and reaffirming Jonah’s calling to do God’s work. 

Jonah is not merely swallowed up. He is saved and lands safely on shore where God announces to him 

again the work he is intended to do.  Sometimes the work we are called to do seems too daunting, too 

hard, too overwhelming. Sometimes we pray, “Why can’t you send someone else, Lord?” Sometimes 

we doubt we have what it takes to do God’s work. For me, Jonah stands as an assurance that God will 

repeatedly commission us to work on God’s behalf. Have you ever found yourself running from 

something you knew God was calling you to do? How has God continued to commission your work?  
 

Prayer: Continue to commission me to do your work, O God. Amen. 
 

Wednesday: Read Psalm 90 

Rolf Jacobson affirms, “This psalm is a prayer. And as such, it is a theological plea written in the key 

of hope.” The witness of the psalm is that for mortals to find true hope for today and true strength for 

tomorrow, they can only turn to the eternal Lord. Read the closing verse again. The doubly repeated 

closing plea to "prosper for us the work of our hands--O prosper the work of our hands" is not just a 

plea, but a promise. The promise is that the work done by our hands here on earth can make a lasting 

difference when God blesses it. That isn't a bad prayer with which to start every day! Do you feel 

God’s blessing on the work of your hands? How might starting each day with a prayer such as this help 

you recognize God’s blessing on your daily work?  
 

Prayer: Let your favor be upon me and prosper for me the work of my hands, O God. Amen. 
 

Thursday: Read Matthew 11: 28-30 

When we make religion a matter of following rigid rules, we essentially make ourselves the measure 

of all things spiritual. That’s an incredible burden to bear. But in response, Jesus announced that he 

had come to set people free from their burdens. He came to free the people who, no matter how hard 

they tried, could never live up to the rigid requirements of the religious perfectionists. The rule-

makers went around declaring everybody but themselves impure and unclean for some reason or an-

other. But those who make themselves the judge of holiness carry an incredible burden themselves. 

Beneath the facade of “holier than thou” lurks the nagging doubt as to whether they have carried out 

the rules perfectly. That need to control not only my life, but everybody else’s, becomes a burden 

that will crush anyone who tries to carry it. It robs us of joy, and love, and life. The only way to truly 

live is to let go the illusion of control—whatever it is you’re trying to control. Jesus said come to me, 

lay down your burdens, and I will give you rest. What burdens of control do you need to lay aside in 

order to live a more joyful, loving, restful life? 
 

Prayer: Lord, help me lay down my burden and take up your yoke that is easy and light. Amen. 
 

Friday: Read James 1:17-27 

The author of James is aware that people sometimes confine their understanding of faith to a simple 

series of truth claims--something limited to their heads or their words. For James, this is inadequate. 

People might say they believe one thing and yet do something completely different. Therefore, James 

insists that true faith is whatever is actually lived out in your life. James says those who hear but don’t 

act are like people who look in a mirror but quickly forget what they look like. Sandra Hask Polaski 

writes about James’ mirror practice, “Presumably the point of looking into a mirror is to tell us some-

thing about ourselves - our hair needs combing - that we remember at least long enough to address 

the issue. Who checks her hair in a mirror and then forgets to comb it? But the one who hears without 

doing, James implies, has moral dementia - a kind of deep forgetfulness that leaves the religious self 

unable to function fully.” What kinds of faithful actions does James suggest come from our hearing the 

word? How is what you do a reflection of who God created you to be?  
 

Prayer: God, make me a doer of your word. Amen. 
 

Saturday: Read Matthew 4:18-22 

I love the call of the disciples because it affirms that Jesus calls ordinary people who have ordinary 

lives to do extraordinary work! A friend and I were having a conversation about vocation and calling 

one day. I was surprised to hear her say that, though she had a significant leadership role in a large, 

religious non-profit organization, she didn’t think God had called her. “I’m not a minister. God calls 

preachers, I’m just an ordinary person.” In the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) we understand 

ministry to be everyone’s calling. We proclaim the Priesthood of all believers. Some Disciples con-

gregations even proclaim “Every member is a minister” on their bulletins. We may all be ordinary 

people who have ordinary lives, yet God calls us to the ministry of discipleship: to use our lives, and 

our work, to bring healing and wholeness in our broken world. Have you ever considered that God 

has a calling for your life? In what ways do you think God is calling you to ministry? What would it 

sound like to insert your occupation into Jesus’ call (I will make you teach for people, I will make you 

a banker for people, I will make you a builder of people)?  
 

Prayer: Lord, may I answer the call to be a part of your extraordinary ministry. Amen. 


