
 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

Sermon: How Are We Supposed to Understand This? 

 
 

Luke 16: 1-13 
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to 
him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because 
you cannot be my manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, 
now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I 
am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, peo-
ple may welcome me into their homes.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he 
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive 
oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he asked another, 
‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ And his master commended the dishonest manager be-
cause he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their 
own generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by 
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal 
homes. “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in 
a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest 
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with what 
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a 
slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the oth-
er. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
 
 



Monday: Read Hebrews 4: 12 
We take the Bible seriously. For most of us, if asked what one book we would want if we were 
stranded on a desert island, we would say, “The Bible.” If we are listening, every time we open it, we 
hear God speaking to us anew. Even the most familiar passages can reveal something new every day. 
This ability to show us something fresh each time we read any portion is because, as the writer of He-
brews tells us, the words are alive and active. These are not just pieces written as many as 2800 years 
ago, telling us something about an ancient civilization’s belief in a divine being. Scripture contains 
messages from that divine being, the God of Jesus Christ, who wants us to hear something alive. But 
we have to watch out, because the words are not only alive; they are pointed, sharp. They can cor-
rect our thoughts, our behavior, even our ideas about God. And they lay bare our thoughts and in-
tentions. Have you ever read something in the Bible that judged you? Made you realize you needed to 
change? What was it? 
 

Prayer:  Holy Source of Wisdom, move within us today. May your word come alive for me.  Amen. 
 
Tuesday: Read Proverbs 3: 1-2 
Scripture offers us many ways of learning the torah (teachings) of God. We can read just the various 
“Thou shalt…” passages, to get a sense of what actions to avoid. But that leaves us quite limited. We 
could add the passages where Jesus tells us what to do, like “Feed the hungry; welcome the stranger.” 
But that leaves us limited too, because there are lots of situations not addressed by scripture. But 
throughout the entire Bible, we can notice qualities of relationship between people, qualities that 
God affirms and the traits God clearly disapproves of. Can you think of character traits that please 
God? As you think of those traits, keeping them in your heart, can you think of times you chose to 
follow God’s teachings? Did they lead to a sense of well-being? 
 

Prayer: Help me, Merciful Creator, to remember your ways. Secure your commandments in my heart.  Amen. 
 
Wednesday: Read Psalm 119: 10-16 
Psalm 119 is the longest of all the psalms and focuses on following the law and commandments of 
LORD Yahweh. Interestingly, the writer stresses how much pleasure one receives from paying atten-
tion to God’s teaching. You might skim more of this psalm and notice how a safe and happy life is 
expected when one clings to God’s ordinances. Verse 24 is typical: “Your decrees are my delight, 
they are my counselors.” Have you ever spent time considering the ways of God? Do you take time 
to meditate on God’s directions? Perhaps today you could think about what you know of God’s 
teachings. See if it brings you joy. 
 

Prayer: Steady Comforter, thank you for making your teachings accessible to us. Help me delight in them.  Amen. 
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Thursday: Read Deuteronomy 6: 1-9 
As the Hebrew people prepared to enter the Promise Land, LORD Yahweh was eager for Moses to 
communicate the most important laws/teachings. And how does it start? “Hear, O Israel: The LORD 
is our God, the LORD alone. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your might.” Then internalize and learn the divine teachings. When Jewish babies 
are born, these words are whispered in their ears. And as people move from this life into full life 
with God, these are the final words they are to hear. The passage is called by the Hebrew word, 
“Shema,” meaning “hear,” the first word of the verse. The crucial teaching is to love God. We might 
easily say we love a person. Sometimes we even say we love a flavor of ice cream or our new car. But 
have you ever spent time feeling love for God? Can you open yourself to sensing love for God from 
your heart, your soul, and your might? 
 

Prayer:  I love you, LORD. Please slow me down enough today to sense how my entire being is dependent on you.  
Amen. 
 
Friday: Read Matthew 5: 33-48 
This amazing thing is reported of Jesus. He modifies what people firmly knew was the law. He 
changes the law against adultery. Makes it more stringent. He strengthens the law to love our neigh-
bors which previously gave us freedom to hate our enemies, by forbidding hatred at all. We are to 
love even our enemies. And he ends the section by directing us to be perfect as God is perfect. Jesus 
takes long-standing religious teachings and makes them harder. These modifications remind us the 
teachings of scripture are not meant to be eternal measuring sticks, to keep us behind a certain line of 
behavior. Rather, scripture encourages us to develop habits of increasing love, generosity, and pa-
tience. Have you ever kept yourself from doing something which was “legal” but you knew it wasn’t 
right? Is that guiding you towards the perfection Jesus wants? 
 

Prayer: Divine Love, we know we cannot ever be perfect, but with the assistance of your Holy Spirit, we believe we 
can become more and more what you want us to be. Keep working within us, we pray. Amen. 
 
Saturday: Read John 20: 30-31 and 21: 24-25 
These two little sections of the Gospel of John remind us that scripture is not given to us to show us 
how deficient we are. The Bible is not supposed to clobber us. Rather, those who wrote were in-
spired people writing to encourage us in the faith. We should also note, the Gospel writers were not 
interested in writing a biography of Jesus of Nazareth. They wrote so those who came after could 
learn to believe and find life in Jesus Christ. How is your life different because you believe in Jesus? 
Or is it? 
 

Prayer: Gentle Savior, help me be aware of how you are making a difference in my life today. Thank you. Amen.  
 


